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HE gentleman (for ſuch the colonel ſaid 
he was) ſtruck with ſurpriſe at this diſ- 
covery, thinking himſelf in a bad ſitu- 
ation with an officer of ſome reputation 
and authority over him, whoſe hand might 
not prove too tender; or intimidated by 
1 inward fear or apprehenſions, or from the 
effects of wine, or from ſome one or all of theſe conſiderations, 

Vol. II. b confeſſed, 


confeſſed, in ſome meaſure, the accuſation, with which the 
colonel had charged him, ſo far as to acknowledge, that ſuch 
defign had been in agitation; and then in tears ſwore on his 
knees, that there was not a man upon earth he loved better 
than the perſon he ſpoke of: that, as to himſelf, he was one 
of the laſt men in the world to commit ſuch a baſe action, 
though he avowed it had been propoſed to him, and that he 
had been preſſed to embark in it, which, he ſaid, he de- 
clined, and ever would decline, was ſuch propoſition to be 
made to him ever ſo often. He continued, that he was de- 
termined, if ever he could be fo happy as to ſee the perſon, 
whoſe life was intended to be ſacrificed, or any one, that he 
knew could have eaſy acceſs to him, to acquaint him with 
all the particulars that had come to his knowledge, f in relation 


to this affair. 


When the colonel and the ſuſpected perſon roſe from their 
chairs to go to bed, the latter begged to embrace the former, 
and ſhewed all the marks of concern, affection, and friend- 
ſhip, that could be expected to be found in a man endea- 
vouring to remove the ſuſpicion or ill opinions, which he ap- 
prehended might with great reaſon be conceived againſt him. 


As ſoon as the ſuſpected perſon was gone to bed and fallen 
aſleep, the abbe and his colonel got into the poſt-chaiſe, and 
ſet out directly for the colonel's houſe at Rohan, where he 
remained for ſeveral days with his ſafeguard and his family; 
and the ſuſpected perſon having in two or three days after 
arrived at Paris, he went to wait on the noble lord, who till 


then had aways behayed to him as his benefactor and pro- 
teftor z 
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tector; but he now found the ſcene entirely changed: for 
his lordſhip would never ſee him after; and, to. his great 
loſs and ſurpriſe, entirely ſtopped the . continuance of thoſe 
bounties, which he had before enjoyed through his benevo- 
lence. This fact, with regard to his loſing his lordſhip's fa- 
vour, was univerſally and publicly known immediately after 
at Paris, the man's loſſes appearing by his wants. But the 
cauſe of his lordſhip's diſpleaſure and anger remained a hid- 
den ſecret at that time with regard to the public. 


This digreſſion was never deſigned in the beginning to be 


ſo far extended; nor ſhould I have ſaid ſo much on the ſub- 
je, if I had not imagined, that there are but few in Eng- 
land, who have heard the relation, though it is well known 
to the king and his miniſters at Yer/ai/les. The whole of 
this detail, with many intereſting anecdotes relative to this 
project of aſſaſſination or poiſoning, was wrote down by the 
colonel the day after the deſign was diſcovered, as above. 
It is all of his own hand-writing, and may, without diffi- 
culty, be ſeen in the hands of his daughter, Miſs O Flanne- 
gan, at Paris; a lady of an eaſy fortune, viſited and reſpect- 
ed by many perſons of diſtinction, and who lives in the rue 
* uron, near Luxemburgh, and her two brothers are officers 
of rank i in the army. 


Thus, with all the ſkill and ingenuity poſſible, but with 
the greateſt prudence and ſecrecy in the conduct of thoſe 
proceedings, the miniſtry of France had every action and 
_ circumſtance laid before them that could be collected by the 
moſt diligent and indefatigable reſearches, to exaggerate the 

A 2 pretended 
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pretended wrongs, injuries, and cruelties, which the pre- 
tender, and which the Stuarts family, had ſuffered from, or 
in ſuch a long courſe of years and troubles, as thoſe, which 
might be included from the ſufferings of Charles I. to the then 
preſent epoch; though, by their own tyrannies, and the op- 
preſſions of the people, they brought thoſe misfortunes com- 
plained of on themſelves and the nation, which they endea- 
voured to ruin and deſtroy : but all their evil actions were 
now overlooked, if not entirely turned to their favour and 
advantage, and could not fail to be approved of and ap- 
plauded, as coinciding with the ſyſtem, modes, and politics, 
of the court of France, for eſtabliſhing popery, 1 5 
and arbitrary power, in Britain. 


The plots and deſigns of the Jeſuits, who were gels 
as the preſent and moſt dan gerous inſtruments on earth of 
royal deſtruction, and for reducing the power of kings and 
princes to their own model and ſtandard, if not to their im- 
plicit obedience and dependence, were, upon this occaſion, 
expoſed in the ſtrongeſt point of view, but in the blackeſt 
colours. Murders faid to be intended to be perpetrated by 
Danmiens and Hamilton, each of whom had been twice in 
England, became one and the ſame ſubject of concern, in- 
tereſt, and of every other tender conſideration. 


An attempt to aſſaſſinate the king could not be doubted cf: 
and the defign to aſſaſſinate the young pretender was as little 
queſtioned. Hence the concluſion, that thoſe projects flowed 
originally from the ſame ſource, though conveyed by dif- 


ferent channels, To ſecure then from future dangers, to 
1 which 


'F © | 

which the king's life and the pretender's might be again ex- 
poſed, was a matter of the moſt important neceſſity, and of 
the higheſt conſideration; for the effecting and completion 
of which, no efficacious remedy, it was thought, could be 
found, but in the reſolutions of exterminating the authors 
and projectors of thoſe deſigns, with their directors, toge- 
ther with all thoſe, who could be ſuppoſed to have had any 
part therein, or to be enemies to the king's or young pre- 
tender's peace and perſonal ſafety; by which reſolution, and 
a due execution of it with ſucceſs, the life and ſecurity of 
the latter would be alſo under cover in their extinction. 
To make war, faid they, on the country and ſubjects of a 
monarch in the ordinary way, had nothing new or uncom- 
mon: events of that kind have ever been, and ever will, 
continue amongſt neighbouring kings and princes throughout 
the whole habitable world: but to make war upon the ſa- 
cred perſon of a ſovereign, by privately ſtabbing him in the 
dark, is an action ſo very new and ſo very extraordinary, as 
it ſo ſeldom happens, that it almoſt becomes incredible that 
ſuch a cataſtrophe ſhould: happen. Projects ſo terrible and 
infamous in the eyes of all men, eſpecially in thoſe of kings 
and princes themſelves, muſt be regarded as ingendered or 
hatched in hell, and to have been nurſed up, and reared to 
maturity, by the moſt conſummate villainy and atrocious 
wickedneſs: in ſo much that French perfidy, deceit, and 
breach of promiſe or faith in politics or other tranſactions, 
were on this occaſion to be conſidered as virtues, worthy ad- 

miration, compared with ſuch actions as fill the human mind 
with the amoſt ſhocking <pprehenſons and utter r aþqminations. 
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From ſuch cauſes, from ſuch provocations, believed as 
truths, enforced as ſuch, and by that evidence and demon- 
ſtration proved which cannot deceive, which is what they 
had beheld with their own eyes, and what their hearts had 
experienced, in the ſorrows they felt on the attempt made 
upon their king; and by the other evidence of Hamilton, and 
the diſcoveries which they had then got into their own 
hands, the alledged facts were ſuſtained and exaggerated by 
al the force and power of language, wit, and eloquence, 
biaſſed by native prejudice, and uncontroverted by any ad- 
verſary or other oppoſition. After all this (all this, I ſay, 
and more) can any reaſonable impartial man ſuſpe&, ſuppoſe, 
or doubt, but that the moſt deſperate reſentment, the utmoſt , 
rancour and fanguinary vengeance that human malice or rage 
could deviſe, or carry into execution, were the reſult and 
decifion of all their deliberations, in order to puniſh and 2 
deſtroy their enemies, however artfully they may endeavour E 
to diſguiſe 'or conceal them. Whoever will doubt of their IF 
reſolutions and deſigns, may doubt of his own exiſtence, 8 | 
and that of every being which nature has formed throughout = 
the whole creation, in her prolific diſpenſation of her powers : if 
for no ſooner were all theſe matters duly weighed, and ma- -- 
turely conſidered, but the French miniſters, from the aboye I 
| motives, thirſting with an inſatiable deſire of revenge, con- 
cluded their determined reſolution of an enterprize, the 
greateſt, the moſt important and hazardous, that ever France, F 
or any other power of Europe, embarked in; conſiſting of F 
two objects, which they agreed to execute at the riſk and : 
expence of all the wealth and ſtrength of the nation, if no- 
thing leſs could accompliſh their ends, and crown their for- 
| 2 . midable 
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midable deſigns with the deſired ſucceſs. This vaſt, but 
impenetrable project, conſiſted, as I have ſaid, of two objects 
only ; - the firſt of which was nothing leſs than the demo- 
liſhing and extinguiſhing the whole power of the Jeſuits 
throughout the king's dominions, the ſeizing and confiſca- 
tion of their poſſeſſions, churches, riches, and effects, which 
were of immenſe value, tothe profit and emolument of the 
crown, with the entire baniſhment and exile of thoſe re- 
verend fathers from the French territories and dominions for 
ever. 1 4 


Deſigns ſo formidable, fo precarious, and (one ſhould ſay) 
ſo dangerous, were certainly to be conducted with the ut- 
moſt ſecrecy, and with the greateſt precaution, to anſwer the 
mighty ends for which they were intended, eſpecially againſt 
that order of men, which is juſtly regarded as the moſt 
learned, the moſt wealthy, and the moſt formidable, of any 
other upon the globe of this atmoſphere ; an order eſtabliſhed 
about two hundred and twenty-five years ago, by their pa- 
tron Don Ignatius Bertram, of Biſcay, a diſcarded ſoldier of 


fortune, full of ſcars and wounds, without education; but 


who, with an enthuſiaſtic ard ravagant ambition of a 
wild fanatic, diſguiſed under the maſk of piety and mortifi- 
cations, for which he has been fince ranked amongſt the holy, 
with the ſpiritual title of ant, laid the foundation, laws, 


and ordinances, of this great order, by the name of the com- 
| pany of Feſus; which, notwithſtanding the ſhortneſs of its 


date and foundation, and all the obſtacles at firſt oppoſed to 
its eſtabliſhment, both by the eccleſiaſtical and ſecular powers, 
has ſurpaſſed, with amazing rapidity, all other orders, in 

-_ riches, 
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riches; credit, and authority; and by a policy more formid- 
able than that of any other power on earth, has found the 
ſecret to extend its dominion throughout the univerſe; and 
of making the moſt powerful and intrepid monarchs tremble. 
Could any enterprize appear more dangerous and difficult, 
than to attack an order of men ſo fortified with wealth and 
power, numbers of whom were then ſwarming about the 
court, and many of them actually reſiding in the court at 
that very juncture, attending on the king and royal family, 
and ſome of them accompanying him or them whereevyer 
they went ; intimate with the miniſters, frequenting and at- 


tending their levees, dining, ſupping, and converſing with 


the nobility of both ſexes,” to whom they were confeſſors, 
and whoſe conſciences, with their moſt ſecret defires and in- 


clinations, they had in keeping ; daily communicating and 


correſponding with the greateſt men of the nation, the great- 
_ eſt number of whom were brought up and educated by thoſe 


very fathers? Yet did the French miniſters, notwithſtanding 


thoſe difficulties and dangers which ſeemed to threaten diſ- 
covery, carry on their deſigns and reſolutions againſt this 
tremendous order of Jeſuits, which, had it come to their 
knowledge, would have moſt probably coſt ſome of thoſe 
miniſters their lives, or brought upon them a total diſappoint- 
ment of their project, with their own ruin, which nothing 
but the moſt profound ſecrecy could prevent, conducted with. 
a policy, which even A that of the wrong them- 
ſelves. 


daily ſaw many of thoſe reverend fathers walkin g, at times, 
in 


Whuſt the nite were working their deſtruction, I 


14 ® 
in 99 grand gallery, and in the gardens, going to and from 
the apartments of the king and royal family; croſſing the 
courts to viſit or dine with the lords and principal perſons 
attending on both, without the leaſt appearance of any ap- 
prehenſions of the deſigns formed againſt them. 


Their dreſs, and the gravity of their looks, which com- 
mand reſpect, and which did not fail to make me admire 
them, did not fail, on the other hand, to amuſe my thoughts, 
when I reflected on Hamilton's account and deſcription of 
them, as no men in the world ſurpaſs them in company, or 
render the amuſements of ſociety and converſation, abſtracted 


from all their politics, more agreeable. 


I often, it is true, trembled when I faw them, thinking 
of what might happen to mylelf, in caſe matters ſhould 
come to light, and that it ſhould be known to them that I 
was the perſon, who had been employed in the affair of Ha- 
milton, which was, in my own private opinion, haſtening 
their approaching ruin. My apprehenſions were only exte- 
nuated by my reflecting, that as they were men of ſenſe and 
learning, valuing and diſtinguiſhing themſelves for the prac- 
tices of wiſdom, juſtice, and humanity, they could not but 
ſee and know, that I was innocently decoyed and betrayed 
into that buſineſs ; and that it was not on me, but on thoſe, 
who were the projectors and directors of their fall and in- 
tended expulſion, they ought to pour out their vengeance, if 
to vengeance they ſhould be carried. I imagined in myſelf 
that their ruin was not very far off, and that the miniſters of 
the department, the police and the pretender, were labouring 

Vol. II. 3 indefatigably 
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indefatigably to bring the fatality upon them; but dhe cer - 
tainty of ſucceeding in their deſign was to me as yet altoge- 
ther doubtful, for nothing was ſaid about them; and as all 
I concluded was merely from my own thoughts and conjec- 
tures, the certainty and validity thereof was hid in the boſom 
of time, which could only by time be diſcloſed and aſcer- 


tained. 


I often thought, that, if thoſe matters ſhould come to pub- 
lic knowledge, that the young pretender, and his affociates in 
the bufineſs, might paſs their times but badly; and that, not- 
withſtanding their reſentment and revenge as Jeſuits, as men 
they ought to do good for evil, by which they might heap 
coals of fire on the heads of their enemies. But how happy, 
ſaid I, might it be, if, by ſome political ſcheme or other, 


they ſhould ſend the young (pretender to Paraguay, and there 
give him a territory, to free Europe from future troubles and 


calamities (where he has ſo long been the match to ſet fire 
to the train, which has made them break out) where, with 
leſs impunity, he might in all appearance ſatiate his tyranhy 
and cruelties amongſt ſavages or cannibals, or where he 
might be in command of the troops of the company of Je- 
fas, amounting to above 200,000, well diſciplined, a ſuffi- 
cient number to take care of him, and keep him in order and 
employed, while his other aſſociates might be otherwiſe pro- 
vided for. The continuation of which ſubject I muſt reſerve 
for my next letter. | 
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LETTER Tyr THIRTY-FOURTH. 


ABOUT two years had now expired ſince the firſt reſo- 
* lution taken by the miniſters againſt this ſociety ; when 
I obſerved, that theſe gentlemen began to fall off, and not to 
== appear ſo numerous, and in ſuch crowds, about the court, 
1 or in the public places of reſort, as they had for ſome time 
done before. Whether this proceeded from any ſuſpicion 
| of their own, from any private intimation given them, or 
1 from their having collected or concluded any thing carrying 
1 on to their prejudice, from a coolneſs and new behaviour, 
which in all probability might have been ſhewn them by the 
royal family, miniſters, or their friends and intimates about 
the court, I cannot pretend to ſay; but this I can affirm, 
that their numbers by degrees daily diminiſhed to a very few, 
and that I ſaw in the countenances of the few that remained 
ſuch a very great change, that in the place of that modeſt 
chearfulneſs, which before had uſually appeared in their 
faces, a melancholy gloomy ſorrow was now moſt viſibly to 
be ſeen in them. The like aſpects I ſoon after faw and re- 
marked in them, in all the public places and gardens about 
Paris, where many of them uſually aſſembled with their 
friends and acquaintance at thoſe times, when the grand com- 
pany came there, to walk for recreation. But now, in theſe 
places, as at Yer/aules, their numbers began greatly to dimi- 
niſh, even to dwindle from thirties and twenties to fives and 
fours. At laſt it became rare to ſee a father of the foctery 
-— WY of 
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of” Feſus : which ſoon gave me reaſon to ſurmiſe to myſelf, 
that they had heard or learned ſomething to their diſadvan- 
tage, or that ſomething had tranſpired to their prejudice. 


This unexpected change did not eſcape the obſervation of 
the public; amongſt whom they had many friends, and 
amonyſt whom many debates aroſe in their favour, which 
ſoon broke out into a kind of party and faction; and which 
furniſhed an occaſion for the miniſters to ſend many of their 
partizans to the Baſtile, and other priſons. Theſe unfortu- 
nate perſons were in the moſt private manner arreſted, and 


conducted to thoſe priſons, under pretences of having faid 


ſomething againſt the government, though in fact it was only 
idle diſcourſe, and thereby appearing advocates for the Jeſuits, 
in their ſentiments, or maintaining their maxims and argu- 
ments: an ignorance and folly which, with the bias of reli- 
gion, and a prejudiced education, might in ſome meaſure ex- 
cuſe their weakneſs : but which did not in the leaſt prevent 
their being ſtript of their liberty, and ſent into gaols without 
farther examination, to ſtudy new opinions, till the miniſter's 
pleaſure ſhould dictate which was beſt to follow. Such are the 
{weets of deſpotic power and arbitrary government! On all 
thoſe occaſions and controverſies, wherever I happened to be, 
and they were pretty many, I took ſpecial care never to expreſs 
any ſentiment or opinion on any ſubject relating to the je- 
ſuits. I conſidered myfelf as walking on ice, where I thought 
it became me to have the ſtricteſt attention to every ſtep I 
made, left I ſhould flide unawares into a gulph, out of which 
I ſhould never be able to draw myſelf. A misfortune which, 
from the miniſter's behaviour, I had long believed would not 


be 
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be diſagreeable to them, as it might give them a pretext, 
though an unjuſt one, to ſhut me up.in cloſe confinement ; 
and which, without any colour of law or juſtice, they after- 
wards effected, as will be NY ſhewn in the ſequel of my 
letters. 


Works fo intricate, of ſuch difficulty and importance to 
the ſtate as thoſe above-mentioned, were not to be unravelled, 
arranged and perfected on a ſudden. The womb of time 
alone ripens and brings to maturity the miniſterial fruits of 


hidden plants, under the dark and too often. diſmal ſhade of 


ſecret * | 


The Jeſuits were now, with all their learning, wiſdom 
and policy, at laſt outdone at their own weapons. The work 
intended for their ruin was now in the political loom, where 
all the miniſterial powers were employed. The beſt heads 
and hands (not to ſpeak of many of the parliaments) i in 
France, were engaged therein; ſuch as Lyons and the provinces 
could not equal, and whoſe labours the reverend fathers could 
neither penetrate or examine. The political journeymen 
ſlaving both day and night in their myſterious occupations, 
were more aſſiduous, induſtrious and ſecret to accompliſh 
the work, than bees in the hive, who work by day alone, 
immerged in the laborious occupation. I muſt leave them 
for ſome time, to ſpeak of the ſecond, but much more inte- 


reſting object, with reſpect to this nation, a deſign to over- 
throw the conſtitution of England, to deprive his majeſty of 


his crown and kingdoms, to place the pretender on his 
throne, and facrifice the greateſt part of the nobility and his 
majeſty's 


[ 14 ] 


majeſty's liege people, by the moſt formidable invaſion ever 
yet projected againſt Great Britain by that nation, in any pre- 
ceding reign. | 


An object of ſuch importance could not fail to employ the 
whole attention and labour of the miniſters, and under mini- 
ſters of the department of the war, as well as that of thoſe 
other perſons intruſted by them in the ſeveral branches re- 
garding this formidable enterprize: for the carrying of 
which into execution with effect, and with infallible ſucceſs, 
the greateſt precautions and ſecrecy were to be obſerved, as 
their moſt flattering hopes and expectations depended there- 
on. The ſecrecy to be preſerved of the deſigns of the court 
in this affair was even greater, and abſolutely more neceſſary 
than that, which was uſed in the affairs of the Jeſuits, where 
neceſſity obliged the miniſters frequently to conſult, and pri- 
vately to confer with many of the parliament, in which the 
Jeſuits had a ſtrong party, but who were to give the coup de 
grace to that ſociety, when the miniſters ſhould prepare the 
materials to be laid before that reſpectable corps for their 

judgment, and final ſentence and decree againſt this ſociety of 
Jeſus. The two objects ariſing from one and the fame cauſe, 


from the ſame provocations, from the ſame motives, from the 


ſame ſpirit of vengeance and revenge, the ſame thirſt for 
riches, wealth and glory, with the deſire of a complete triumph 
over the public and private enemies of the king and the na- 
tion, now reſolved them into one and the fame motive or 
object; and you will readily confeſs, that it became, at the 
ſame time, an object or motive the moſt affecting and inte- 
reſting that ever engaged the attention of that court. A na- 


tion 


e 


e 
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tion already reduced to the loweſt ebb, by the great abilities 


and vigilance of one Britiſb miniſter : defeated and chaſed by 
ſea, and by land, in all parts of the globe, by his wiſdom 
and judicious politics, 1n oppoſition to thoſe of a group of 
minifters, his opponents and inveterate enemies: a miniſter, 
whoſe very name and exiſtence they dreaded, and whoſe 


being and adminiſtration alone was capable to confound their 


enterprize, to delay the execution, or retard the progreſs of 


the concealed, diſguiſed, and dangerous attempt of the ene- 


my; an enemy who did not, who would not venture to pro- 
ceed in their premeditated defigns of placing the pretender 
on the throne of theſe realms, the accompliſhing that ruin 
they intended againſt his majeſty and his royal family, and the 
deſtruction of the nobility and the whole kingdom, whilft that 
miniſter, by his prudent councils, and political meaſures, 


continued the guide and protector of all, ſecuring the happi- 


neſs and proſperity of all, with the honour and glory of his 


country, which he had found inſulted and trampled on by her 


enemies, diſtreſſed, and almoſt ruined, when her guardian- 
angel called him to her aid and reſcue. 


The project of making a deſcent upon England was then 
the only reſource left them, and in which the French mini- 
ſters placed their certain hope and confidence, as well to 
gratify revenge, as to recover the invaluable poſſeſſions which 


they were deprived of by the war, to repair their loſſes and 


miſcarriages, which they had every where ſuſtained by the 
unparallelled ſucceſs of the Britiſb arms throughout the world; 


under the direction of ſuch a miniſter, reduced to the loweſt 


condition, their funds and finances exhauſted, the king's 
1 plate, | 


[1 
plate, with that of many of the nobility, after the royal ex- 
ample, gone to the mint, the execution of this bloody pro- 


ject was the only one left from whence to find redreſs and ſa- 


tisfaction. Sparn, tired with ſupplying and lending, had 
now ſufficient employment for her own wealth, in the pre- 
parations which ſhe began to think of making, to ſecond the 
views and deſigns of France upon England, whoſe meaſures 
that nation is always devoted to, when any thing is to be 
done in favour of the pretender, hoping that in the general 
calamities which might be ſpread throughout the Britiſb do- 
minions, by ſuch a daring attempt, ſhe might find a fa- 


vourable opportunity to improve her own national intereſt, 


by eafily obtaining the ſurrender of Gibralter and Mahon 
without firing a gun, and to raiſe to herſelf all the other 
honours and advantages to which that haughty nation aſpires, 
Mr. Wall, her then prime miniſter, a ſecret and fincere friend 
to the pretender and his intereſts, was entirely diſpoſed to 
lend a powerful hand to him, as ſoon as he and the Spaniſh 
court could find an opportunity to pull off the maſk, which 
could not with prudence and good policy be openly done, til] 
F rench troops were landed in Britain. 


1 hs French miniſters looking upon their project as infallible, 
began at laſt to give themſelves little or no concern at the loſſes 
and depredations which they, their country, iflands and trade, 
laboured under, and which the public (entirely 1gnorant of 
their ſtratagem and deſigns) felt and beheld with ſorrow and 
amazement, without any proſpect of redreſs, or amendment 


of their diſtreſſed circumſtances, T heſe miniſters, therefore, 
now 
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now perſuaded in their own minds that they ſhould ſoon re- 


poſſeſs all they had loſt, and more, by laying the ax to the 
root, and in ſeizing upon England by an invaſion {a coup ſir }; 
and as this was the ſole expedient left to avail themſelves for 
all their ſufferings and misfortunes, to anſwer their intereſts, 


and gratify their revenge in exterminating their enemies, they 


founded and built all their future hopes, dependence and ex- 


pectations thereon : but here, as almoſt in all other compli- 


cated affairs of moment, wherein many obſtacles and difficul- 
ties naturally preſent themſelves, or unwiſhed- for arrive to 
obſtruct them, there was one impediment which ſtood 
ſtrongly in the way to fruſtrate the execution of this great 
deſign, and which all their arts and politics could not re- 
move; though for the accompliſhment they were to have 
given half their wealth. This obſtacle was the continuance 


of Mr. Pitt in office; whoſe adminiſtration had all along 


been ſo fatal to the natural and declared enemies of Britain; 
and by whoſe indefatigable labours their projects and de- 
ſigns had hitherto been always defeated and undone : it is 


not therefore to be wondered at, that the continuance of 


ſuch a miniſter at the head of a nation, whoſe affairs they 
were ſure to bring to ruin, as they believed, if he was re- 


moved, and whoſe capacity and abilities they had fo often 


woefully experienced, ſhould give them the greateſt fear and 
uneaſineſs, and create more difficulties and danger to them 
in the execution of their formidable project, or render it more 
precarious than all the fury of that raging element which ſe- 
parates the two kingdoms, or any other obſtacle that might, 
by chance or accident, fall in the way. Waiting with im- 


patience his removal or reſignation, they were not leſs dili- 
YOL. It, | 3 gent | 


Ir 
gent and aſſiduous in making, at a moſt enormous charge, the 
preparations for executing their redoubtable ſcheme. For 
which purpoſe a great number of flat-bottomed boats were 
built, and many more were, with a number of prames, con- 


tinually building with the utmoſt diligence, at millions of 
expence. The duke de Choiſeiul, on entering into the mini- 


ſtry in the department of foreign affairs, could not avoid 
falling in with the ſyſtem, politics, and plans ſettled, and 
adopted by the miniſters employed before he was named to 
that charge. 5 


He is a very able ſtateſman, it muſt be acknowledged, ſu- 
perior to many who have gone before him; above the little 
practices and artifices of ſome of his colleagues, and piques 
himſelf much upon his honour. Buſineſs is readily diſpatched 


by him, on moſt occaſions; as he has two of the moſt notable. 


and judicious men in all the public offices at Yer/ai/les, Mon. 


Goudin and Monſ. Marie, to ſerve him as ſecretaries or under 


miniſters, who, by an experience of many years ſervice, in 
the molt intricate affairs of that court, are well qualified for 


their ſtations, having always preſerved the public eſteem 


without reproach. Thoſe gentlemen. work inceſſantly in his 
department, beſides a great number of other perſons. It is 


no wonder he ſhould be thus well ſupplied, when he had, on 
coming into the miniſtry, the power of picking and chuſing 


for himſelf thoſe who were moſt proper to ſerve him; 


wherein you may be eaſily convinced, he was not wanting 
to take the beſt, and was much happier in that reſpect than 


marſkal Belleiſle, at that time his ſuperior in the adminiſtra- 
tion, though his inferior in knowledge and politics. This 
miniſter 


. 
2 


1 

Mr 4 
2 EET 3 41 
; © 
"> 5.8 


1 


- * K 4 4 8 n 
2 2 55 94; % 2. S 
J ĩ˙ he Se aaa 3 
7) TT ent NR 


11 NR 
miniſter has certainly more honour and honeſty than Rich- 
lieu or Mazarin ever had, and not leſs a politician than ei- 


ther: he is generous to thoſe who ſerve him, and an excel- 


lent friend where he takes. To which may be ſaid, I think, 
that a duke de Sully may be found in a duke de Choiſeiul. 
But, with all this, he has, like other men, his particular fail- 
ings : perſonal ones, with which all mankind do more or 
leſs abound, I do not ſpeak of; I only intimate thoſe that 
regard the public character of a great man in high ſtation, 


He is too warm, too peremptory, and too proud. A man 


in high office ought never to forget, that thoſe, he has to deal 
with, are men, as well as himſelf, and that his ſtation is no 
inheritance, It is true, that the vivacity, of which he has 


an uncommon ſhare, and which ſeems truly natural to him, 


may ſometimes occaſion his forgetting himſelf in ſome few 
inſtances ; which hurts him with reſpe& to the opinion that 
other perſons, who know not his better qualities, may enter- 
tain of him, on that account; though, to alleviate this diſ- 
agrecable part of a character, which is not peculiar to him 
alone, if he is left to himſelf but a few hours, he returns to 
his temper, and ſhews good nature and affability to thoſe he 


thinks he had treated too warmly, or whom, he ſuppoſes, 


he has diſobliged. He is extremely happy in the matrimo- 
nial ſtate; for the ducheſs de Chorſeuil, his lady, who is moſt 
amiable, ſtudies his temper, and leaves nothing undone to 


render the connubial engagement happy; whilſt the ducheſs 


de Gramont, his ſiſter, is every where eſteemed for her good- 
neſs, humanity, and perſonal merit. Upon the whole of 
this nobleman's character, with reſpect to the high charge 
he ſtill enjoys, having been made prime miniſter of France 

C 2 immediately 
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immediately on the death of marſhal Belleiſte, it is thought, 


by the French themſelves, that if he would take the pains 
to cleanſe the Augean ſtable, and lop off from the miniſtry 


ſome of the bad limbs and members, that have too long in- 


fected and diſhonoured it, and diſmiſs the pretender's affairs 
entirely from the cabinet, which will always involve France 
in loſs and ruin; whilſt ſhe uſeleſsly ſquanders her blood 
and treaſure for his ungrateful ſervice ; that he would not be 
much inferior to Mr. Pitt himſelf in the diſcharge of the 


miniſterial functions, 


Neceſſity, which, it is ſaid, has no law, 1s alſo repreſented 


to be the parent of invention. In no place on the earth were 
thoſe two old Engl, b proverbs ever found more verified, 

than they were in France at this conjuncture: for although 
that court was under the moſt alarming apprehenſions of the 
great miniſter, that then conducted the Britiſb meaſures, 
the neceſſity of the miſerable circumſtances and ſituation of 


their affairs drove them to the laſt extremity, to puſh on their 


deſigns, and to run the hazard of being defeated by his great 
abilities; in confidence that providence, propitious to their 
formidable project againſt England, might do that in their 
favour, which their own wiſdom and politics could not at- 
tain unto; which was the firſt to procure the diſmiſſion of 
that great man from the Britiſb councils, and then to con- 
duct the body of troops ſafe to the place of their deſtination, 
with which they intended to invade England. 


/ 
To this end, the orders, which had been before ſent to 


Bre/;, for the equipment of the French fleet, were renewed, 
and 


1 5 


and others ſent thither, requiring the artificers to work with 
double diligence, and prepare the men of war for ſea ſervice, 
with the utmoſt expedition : the command of which fleet 
was to be given to the unfortunate marſhal Conflans, who 
was then paſt the grand climacteric of his age, but who was 


looked upon as one of the beſt fea officers in France: who 


was at this time highly reſpected ; and, as it was his cuſtom 
to walk every day in the public gardens at Luxemburgh with 
his agreeable young wife and her fiſter, every one thought 
himſelf happy and honoured that could approach them, walk 
with them, or ſalute them with compliments of politeneſs. 
But, alas! to what ſtrange viciſſitudes of fortune is all hu- 
man nature ſubject, by her inconſtancy and caprice, will be 
eaſily exemplified in the fatal event that followed; as you 
will perceive by the ſequel. 


LETTER TR THIR TY-FIFTH,. 


X/ HILST the fleet of men of war, with the tranſports, 
were getting ready, and all the neceſſaries for that ſer- 
vice were preparing, a body of troops, to the number of about 


_ eighteen or twenty thouſand men, were ordered to march 


from their ſeveral and reſpective garriſons and quarters, and 


to aſſemble themſelves on the coaſt of Brittany, from Breſt to 


Jannes, where the general rendezvous or head quarters were 
aſſigned or eſtabliſhed, Some frigates were alſo getting ready 
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at Dunkirk; on board of which a ſmall body of troops, to 
the amount of about fifteen hundred men, were to embark, 
though more were firſt intended. Theſe frigates were ap- 
pointed to be under the command of one captain Tgurot, and 
the troops under Monſieur Flaubere, whom I knew very well. 
One Cavennai had alſo a principal poſt therein, and in whom 
the miniſter confided. And a little droll Hungarian, who 


was an huſſar officer, whoſe name I forget, had the com- 


mand of the handful of huſſars, which were to be of this 
embarkation, the number of which were to be augmented 
at the place where tFey were to debark. The three laſt 
mentioned were deemed good ofhcers, and well qualified for 
the enterprize they were engaged in; which, when it comes 
to be fully related, you will, I believe, conſider as the for- 
lorn hope. It was however very daring and dangerous, cal- 


culated to aid and ſecond the deſcent of the tranſports and 
troops, which admiral Conflans was to conduct; and at the 


ſame time to embarraſs, or confound, the ideas and ſuſpi- 


cions of the penetrating miniſter of England, ever vigilant 
and attentive to all the motives of the enemy. 


 Thurof n. for the command of theſe frigates: 
but, notwithſtanding this, he was always at Verſailles, pre- 


tending to ſolicit ſome other employ or command, by order of 
the miniſter, the better to conceal the deſign; and, I think, I 


can here poſitively aſſert to you, that there was not one officer 
or commander in the ſervice, who had the leaſt idea of the 


deſtination of this grand expedition ; unleſs that, from ap- 
pearances, they almoſt all believed, as many perhaps in France 
ſtill do, that it was againſt Ireland. As I have mentioned 


7. hurot, 
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Thurot, his own conduct, intrepidity, and death, has already 
occaſioned ſo much to be ſaid of him, that a ſhort account of 
him may not, I ſuppoſe, be unacceptable to you in this 
place. 


In the beginning of the war before the laſt, from being a 
barber's boy he went on board a French privateer, or other 
veſſel of that nation; and being taken at ſea, was confined, 
like other priſoners of war, in England. Marſhal Belleifle 
was alſo then in England as a priſoner of war; who, after a 
long ſtay, was preparing to return home to France, on the 
terms ſettled between the two crowns, for reſtoring hun his 
liberty. Some few days before the marſhal's departure, Thu- 
rot made his eſcape, and concealed himſelf till late at night 


in the country; then getting to the port, went in ſearch of 


ſome ſmall bark or cutter, unwatched or unguarded, with 


which he was determined to put to ſea. Paſſing with all the 


precaution he could from one veſſel to another, he at laſt diſ- 
covered a ſmall ſmuggling boat or cutter, which ſeemed to 
him fitteſt for his purpoſe, and which he took by the moon- 


light to be French. Her fails had been taken out, which 
had much embarraſſed him, and ſhe lay along-ſide of another 
veſſel, to which ſhe was made faſt, without any other perſon 
on board her. Thuror, in this perplexity, though charmed 
with his good fortune in finding ſuch a bark, as beſt ſuited. 


his neceffities, but confounded by the want of fails, purſued 
directly the only method, which his alarmed mind and pre- 


carious ſituation ſuggeſted to him; which he immediately 
put in execution, by going up the ſhrouds of the other veſſel, 
and cutting away a ſmall fail, which he thought would ſerve 


5 'L . — —— = 
gs .. A AA N 8 
—— . r ws 3 ate He es ates : 
1 
p — <> 5 * * » * 2 > n 2 


ory POE 
NO OS 


1 


T 


n 
"TI" - 
4 I» RY * * muas 
PPP 
8 33 . = . 


wo 
'Y 
4 
x 
[ 
| 


. , 2 
pers 


L 24 J | 
his turn. Having thrown the fail into the little veſſel, which 


we may now call his veſſel, he ſoon caſt off ahead; faſt 
fixed his fail in the beſt manner he could; and the wind and 


weather being at that time very favourable, he commits 


himſelf and his little cutter to the waves and providence ; 
by whoſe affiſtance he miraculouſly got out of fight of the 
port before the day did quite appear. His voyage, you will 
agree, muſt have been extremely dangerous and miſerable ; 
notwithſtanding which, he had the good fortune to eſcape 
all the difficulties he had to encounter, and to arrive fafe at 
Calais in two days after, without any other aſſiſtance than 
that of providence, but almoſt half ſtarved. The town was 
greatly ſurpriſed at ſuch an extraordinary adventure and won- 
derful deliverance; and Thurot, after making faſt his bark, 
went on ſhore, was received with acclamations of joy amongſt 
his own ſort, careſſed, and tolerably well entertained ; where 


he thought himſelf more than happy, as he was now poſ- 


ſeſſed of a ſhip of his own, and a captain in his own right, 
to command his little veſſel, as he pleaſed ; by which he 
looked upon his fortune as already made, purchaſed at ſuch 
a dangerous price as that which might very eaſily have coſt 
him his life, if he had been retaken ; without reflecting on 
his periſhing at ſea with want, or by bad weather. How 
capricious and cruel are the fates to moſt men, whoſe ideas 
are intoxicated and marred in all ſublunary enjoyments ! for 
when we imagine the means of our happineſs and proſperity 
moſt remote, they often happen to be neareſt at hand. So 
when we think we are even out of the power of diſappoint- 
ment, it often happens, that our moſt flattering hopes are 


neareſt to be baffled and deceived; as in the greateſt calms 
the 


„ 

the greateſt hurricanes are known to ariſe on a ſudden. The 
unfortunate Thurot was not many hours in the enjoyment of 
all, and more than his wiſhes could at that time aſpire to, 
when word was brought him, that the king's officers had 
ſeized and taken poſſeſſion of his little dear-bought veſſel, for 
his majeſty's uſe; and that there were other claimants in 
town, as the veſſel was French property, belonging to ſome 
perſon or perſons in that place. Under ſuch a dilemma, 
without friends or acquaintance, or money to engage in a 
law-ſuit, an entire ſtranger in that part of France, the joy 
and ſatisfaction he had but juſt before taſted, and which he 
now began ftrongly to feel and poſſeſs, were on a ſudden 
turned into grief, ſorrow, and diſappointment. 


The ducheſs of Belleiſie had arrived the day before at Calais, 
and was there in town waiting the arrival of the duke de 
Belleiſie, her ſpouſe, from England, who was expected every 
hour. The unlucky Thurot was by ſomebody adviſed to ap- 
ply to her. He followed their advice, and was attended by 
ſome perſons ready to aſſiſt him, and deſirous to ſee what 
effect this application might have. The ſtory of his adven- 
ture had before been related to her Grace, as it quickly had 
been ſpread through the whole town, on account of its no- 
velty and ſingularity. He no ſooner begged the honour to 
be admitted to ſpeak to the ducheſs, than her Grace's own 
curioſity, to ſee the young man, and to have the relation of 
his adventure from his own mouth, gained him admittance. 
Being introduced to the ducheſs, Thurot related all the parti- 
culars, which are mentioned above; with which ſhe was 
very much moved. He cried bitterly on lamenting his hard 

You. II. D e fortune, 
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V 
fortune, of being deprived of his veſſel, after the riſk and 
dangers he had gone through to obtain her; begging her 
Grace to be his protectreſs, and to intereſt herſelf for him, 
ſo far as to procure him the reſtitution of his dear-bought 
little veſſel, which he thought was unjuſtly taken from him, 
The ducheſs promiſed to do all ſhe could for him in this 
affair; and accordingly wrote in his fayour, and ſent di- 
realy to the principal perſons or officers, who had any au- 
thority in this buſineſs, in order to obtain a reſtitution of the 
veſſel for Tharot : but the anſwer ſhe received was far from 
appealing his grief, when he learned that they could not give 
up the veſſel without orders from court, to whom the affair 
would be directly communicated. The ducheſs, who was 
not at all ſatisfied or pleaſed with this anſwer, gave Thurot 
ſome money, and deſired him to come to-her, as ſoon as he 
heard the marſhal was arrived. In a day or two after, the 
marſhal arrived from England; who, hearing Thuro?t's hiſ- 
tory, firſt from the ducheſs, and then from Thurot himſelf, 
as ſoon as the governor, magiſtrates, and officers, came next 
morning to wait on him at his levee, he cauſed Thuro?'s veſ- 
ſel to be delivered to him; and giving him ſome money, or- 
dered him not to fail waiting on him whenever he ſhould go 
to Paris; and adviſed him in the mean time to take care 
and make a good uſe of his new acquired property, which 
he had ſo well and fo juſtly merited. Thus Thurot began 
the world, and laid the foundation of his future preferment, 
which was but of ſhort duration and fatal concluſion to him, 
as you already know from the public accounts of his expedi- 


tion in the T{r:/þ ſea, 


Marſhal 


1 | 
Marſhal Belleifle was a man, who liked and ceded 
'Y projects, and a'l bold enterprizing perſons, to ſuch a degree, 
9 that it was a common ſaying of him, as he walked in his 
7 great boots, that thoſe boots were ſtuffed with plans and 
| projects. Thurof and his adventurous affair, you may be well 
= aſſured, did not eſcape his memory at the breaking out of 
L the laſt war; at which time he applied to the duke, who 
2B ſoon determined to employ him. It was, therefore, to the 
| above adventure alone, he owed his knowledge of marſhal 
Belleiſle, who, looking upon him as a bold enterprizing man, 
cauſed him to be named and raiſed to the command of 
1 three frigates at Dunkirk, to execute a dangerous part or 
1 branch of the formidable grand enterprize then determined 
? 7 "ns 3 againſt England. 


All theſe particulars concerning Thurot have been told and 
related to me by thoſe, who ought beſt to know them; and 
that, deſtitute of friends or intereſt, he had nothing but the 
above adventure to recommend him to the miniſter's notice, 

unleſs his own courage, with ſome little merit in the mari- 
time knowledge, which in a daring, intrepid man, though 

of low ſtature, made him capable of embarking in the moſt 
hazardous, fatiguing, and perilous ſchemes or undertakings, 


Thurot was ſeen ſometimes at Paris, ſometimes at Ver- 
ſailles, pretending to ſolicit the miniſters for ſome employ, 
as I have ſaid above, though at that very time he had in his | 
pocket his majeſty's commiſſion to command the frigates : | 
above mentioned: and when, in converſation, his ſolicita- 
= tions came upon the carpet, he would often complain of the 
D 2 Hl 


(| 
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ill ufage he received from the miniſters, not being able to 
obtain ſome employ or preferment from them; and was ac- 
cuſtomed to ſay, that, becauſe he had neither money nor 


friends, he could not get admiſſion to the miniſters, nor any 
promiſe of preferment : nay, he would ſometimes pretend 


to pawn his watch or ring, and would tell it in company, 
that he had pawned them to give money to the ſervants of 


great men, to gain him an opportunity of ſpeaking to their 
maſters, or to obtain an anſwer to ſome pretended memorial. 


The political farce was acted ſo maſterly, that Berrier has 


ſometimes ſaid to him, attending at his public levee (which 
was done on purpoſe), Friend, it is in vain for you to loſe 


*« your time here; I have told you before, it was not in my 


* power to do any thing in your affair: why do you tor- 
% ment me? you ought to go to ſome of the other mini- 
ce ſters ; for, it is not to me, or in my department, you muſt 
* apply.” Theſe and the like ſpeeches were often made to 
him in public; though perhaps he had been ſhut up with 


Berrier the night before in his cabinet, till one, two, or 


three in the morning, or was to be ſo that night; and was 


frequently ſo two or three times a week, ſettling the voyages, 
ee e 8 yag 
proviſions, arms, &c. for his expedition: nevertheleſs Thu- 


rot was ſtill kept in the dark as to its deſtination. This po- 
litical behaviour in the miniſters was to keep people in ig- 
norance, diſguiſe their real deſigns, and deceive the enemy, 
or divert their attention as much as poſſible. 


The miniſters of France being determined, at all events, 
to carry their deſign of invaſion effectually into execution, for 


the Purpoſes before-mentioned, and to purſue it with the 
. utmoſt 
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utmoſt vigour and vengeance, though the intefded expedi- 
tion to be made from Breſt and Vannes ſhould be entirely de- 
feated, or, as it afterwards did, miſcarry; kept in the pur- 
ſuit of their execrable deſign ; and, not to be bafled by any 


_ miſcarriage, refolved upon another project, rather more dan- 


gerous and formidable, which was that of invading England, 
as near London as they poſſibly or conveniently could land, 
with a much more numerous and powerful army than that, 
which was aſſembling, or already aſſembled in Britanny, whoſe 
vengeance would have ſpared neither young nor old, neither 
wives nor Gaughters, nor infants at the breaſt, if ſucceſs had 
followed their reſolutions and attempt. For which purpoſe 
orders and inſtructions were given in the month of September 
1759 (about two months before admiral Conflans failed from 


Breſt) to the ſame captain Dumont who brought Sullivan 


from Scotland, to fail from Boulogne to the coaſt of England, 
and to meaſure that part of the coaſt where the deſcent was 
intended to be made, with the ports, harbours, and landing 
places, and to take the foundings moſt convenient and conti- 
guous for debarking a powerful army in flat-bottomed boats, 
which army was to conſiſt from between forty to fifty thou- 
ſand men. Dumont, in obedience to theſe orders and inſtruc- 
tions, proceeded to the Eng/i/h coaſt: he certified the objects 
of his inſtructions, and made a report to the miniſters of the 
facility of debarking the French army and artillery; the par- 
ticulars of which will be ſhewn in their proper place; where 


vou will find the ſaid inſtructions and report ſet forth at 


large. 
The 
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The army intended for embarkation at Vannes was dreads 
aſſembled ; the greateſt part of which being encamped, and 
in Summer quarters, was ſupplied with all that was elegant, 
ſuperb and magnificent, which Paris or the country could 
afford for ſupport of their tables with pomp and profuſeneſs : 
the richeſt wines, the moſt exquiſite meats and fruits that the 
earth, air or ſea could ſupply, did here abound. Ladies of all 
ranks and denominations frequented their fituation,: the moſt 
celebrated, as well as the indifferent of the French and Italian 
players and dancers from the operas and comedies at Paris, 
with the beſt performers in muſic, followed this army in 
crowds. In ſhort, all ſorts of amuſements, entertainments, 
pleaſures and gaiety reigned here, and went on in one conti- 
nued round throughout the whole army, in order to keep up 
their ſpirits in the execution of ſuch a dangerous attempt. Im- 
patient, however, of embarking for the deſired port of invaſion, 
the army was under the command of the duke d Aiguillon, 
prince de Beau Yeau, and general Sullivan; the firſt was com- 
mander in chief of the troops at land, and the two laſt of the 
etat major; whillt the fleet was under that of Monſieur Conflans. 


One of the principal directors and counſellors in this af- 
fair, and who at times made ſome journies from Breſt to 
Paris, and from Verſailles to Breſt, on ſecret conferences and 
intelligences, was one Femmy Dun, ſon to the late old Thady 
Dun, the ſolicitor at Dublin. This director was a vain, ſu- 
percilious, officious man, who had inſinuated himſelf into 
the favour of the duke de Choiſeiul, and fo got himſelf thruſt 
into a charge, he was as capable of, as he was of conducting 
a ſhip round Cape Horn, though he had never ſeen the ſalt 
water, but! in his voyage from Dublin to London, and from 
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Dover to Calais, From London he took French leave to go 
France, where he had nothing to recommend him, but a 
family relationſhip with general Rotin, originally of a very 
low family in Ireland: yet this man was looked upon and 
employed as a mighty and uſeful engine, a neceſſary con- 
ductor and adviſer in all that had been done, was doing, or 
to be done, touching this expedition, as far as (though with 
an unmilitary knowledge) advice and authority could reach 


or extend; in the laſt of which he had no very little portion: 


in ſo much, that at councils (which were frequently held 
there) he would only ſummons or admit ſome favourites of 
his own, or fuch as he thought fit, to thoſe deliberations ; 
where he ſometimes took upon himſelf to preſide, and dit- 
obliged many, who ſecretly deſpiſed him for his ignorance 


and preſumption. It was no wonder, then, ſaid many of 


thoſe gentlemen, that the project miſcarried, and that mar- 
ſhal Conflans's fleet was defeated with diſgrace, and loſs of 
honour to the marſhal, as well as with irretrievable loſs to 
his country, ſince Dun was to direct Monſieur Conflans in 
ſuch an enterprize. It is a true proverb, Nemo mortalium 
omnibus Boris ſapit; but here was a total ignorance. 


However, by every day's experience, we know, that igno- 
rance, preſumption, and folly, ſupplant modeſty and merit, by 
favour and intereſt: for, we find this very Dun, or Dunce more 
properly, employed ſoon after in another project at the court of 
Portugal; where, if he did not do as much evil as he did at Bret 
and Vannes, by his preternatural politics, he did altogether as 
as little good for his principals, The whole Ii bri- 


gade, and the Scotch regiments, compoſed part of this 


army: 


1 


army: they were the firſt deſtined to embark, and the 
firſt to give him their curſe at their diſappointment, which 
they ought to regard as a bleſſing, as it prevented them from 
falling into the hands of the victorious admiral Hawke. 
Marſhal Coxflans was againſt failing or encountering the brave 
_ Engliſh admiral. Femmy Dun took upon him to be more 
knowing, and to be a better and more experienced ſea-offi- 
cer; therefore, by his letters to the miniſter, he controuled 
admiral Conflans opinion; notwithſtanding his repreſenta- 


tions, ſet forth in his letters, of the danger and difficulty to 


eſcape the Engliſb fleet, then at their noſe, ready to ſwallow 
them up. This opinion of the admiral was, at laſt, found to 
be the beſt, and orders were at length ſent to countermand 
his failing ; but thoſe laſt mentioned orders came too late. 


Thurot had failed with his three frigates from Dunkirh,for the 
northern ſeas, ſome time before, toattend admiral Conflans mo- 
tions, and to wait his eſcorting the troops to be embarked to 
the place of their deſtination: in conſequence of which he was 
| to act purſuant to ſuch orders as ſhould be given him. He 


came to an anchor the firſt night off Offend, and the next 


morning made ſail. He was diſcovered, and purſued for ſome 
time, by ſome Engliſb ſhips of war; but theſe ſhips keeping 
the Engliſh coaſt, on a violent preſumption that he had ſteer- 
ed that courſe, gave him an opportunity of eſcaping their 
vigilance ; and Thurot's ſquadron arrived at Angfer in Nor- 
way, the port of his deſtination, for that time, purſuant to 
the inſtructions for that purpoſe given him : in his voyage 
to which place he was ſeparated from one of his frigates 
in a hard gale of wind ; and his own frigate narrowly eſca- 
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ped going to the bottom. She was ſo much diſabled and da- 
maged by the ſtorm, that ſhe was obliged to run back, not- 
withſtanding the danger of meeting the Engliſb men of war, 
and becoming their prize, by falling into their hands. She, - 
with the greateſt difficulty, arrived at Offend, from whence 
ſhe got ſafe to Dunkirh, unable longer to keep the ſeas. The 

other particulars of which you will be more fully informed 


of by wy next letter. : 


LETTER Tus THIRTY-SIXTH. 


RoPoRTIONABLY as the lofles, misfortunes, and deſire of 
revenge of the French court, did increaſe, the neceſſity of 
ſupporting the young pretender and his cauſe increaſed alſo, 
from the beginning of the war, the attempt of Damiens, and 
the diſcoveries of Hamilton; all which he might very well 
perceive. In conſequence thereof, he carried matters with 
a higher hand than formerly, by ſetting a greater value on 
himſelf, and forming higher demands than he had ever done 
before on that court. He found this a moſt critical con- 
juncture for once to oblige the French miniſters to act with 
ſincerity in his cauſe, though the ſincerity proceeded more 
Y for their own than his intereſts. Thoſe miniſters were now, 
2 at times, not only obliged to court and humour him, but at 
6 laſt to agree to his own terms, of furniſhing him with a 
body of troops from fort to fifty thoufand men, horſe, foot, 
Vor. II. E and 
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and dragoons, which were to be under the direction and 


command of himſelf, and of ſuch generals as he ſhould 


name; and to be furniſhed with all neceſſary ſupplies for 


invading England, even though Conflans's n ſhould 
happen to miſcarry. 


Their ſecret views for falling into his meaſures, were, in 


cafe of ſucceſs, in any deſcent to be made upon England, to 


place him on the throne, as viceroy or deputy for the king 
of France ; to put an entire end to any future wars with this 
nation, by bringing her under ſubjection to France, and ob- 


taining thereby an immediate reſtitution of all her places 


taken from her during the war, and a full recompenſation 


for all her loſſes, which, they ſuppoſed, they might do, with- 


out much difficulty, as the Engliſb forces were moſtly em- 
ployed abroad, and her chief internal defence confined to her 
national militia, 


However hard, difficult, or inconſiſtent, ſuch a ſtate of 


deputation and ſlavery might be to himſelf, or obnoxidus and 


repugnant to the laws, liberties, religion, and temper of the 


Britiſb nation, the pretender could not, in his fituation, but 


be well pleaſed with thoſe, or with worſe terms : for, what 


is it a powerful and victorious army cannot do, againſt the 


feeble efforts of a vanquiſhed people, in caſe ſuch misfor- 


tune (which heaven avert) ſhould ever happen? The moſt 


brave and populous kingdoms have been reduced by in- 


vaders; their lawful ſovereigns dethroned ; their laws and 
religion trampled upon; their wealth plundered or exhauſt- 


ed; their poſſeſſions taken from them; and they, with their 
frraviſhed 
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raviſhed wives and children, carried into flavery, or loaded 
with its gawling yoke, contre la force il ny a point de rejif- 
tance. Dreadful thought! more dreadful ſtate !- moſt ſhock- 
ing to humanity! Yet ſuch were the deſigns, and ſuch are 
the maxims of our dear, and, at preſent, pacific neighbours 
and friends; who would not be wanting in their politeneſs 
and complaiſance to us, to put thoſe things in practice, when 
time, their own ſtrength, and a favourable opportunity, ſhall 


combine with their own intereſt: for the doing of which, 
they would give to all Europe their own irreſiſtible, but per- 


nicious reaſons ; ſuch manĩfeſtoes as no other power would 
venture to oppoſe or contradict. 


Two days before Sullivan's departure from Paris for 
Vannes, to enter on his command in the army then aſſem- 
bled there, he went to Verſailles to take leave of the mini- 
ſter, and receive his laſt orders, or private inſtructions and 


commands, as is cuſtomary on ſuch occaſions. He conti- 


nued ſhut up about a quarter of an hour only with marſhal 


Belleifle, and then left him. The next morning, about eleven 


or twelve o'clock, as he was going up the great ſtairs to the 
grand gallery, he met the prince de Beauveau, to whom he 
was next in command, on this expedition: they were both 
in their new regimentals of uniform, ſuch as French generals 
wear when in command, or on duty. Talking together, 
Sullivan told the prince, he had been on the preceding even- 


ing with the marſhal, and had taken his leave of him; and 


that, upon aſking of him, where was their deſtination? the 
marſhal anſwered, he would know it, he believed, when he 


arrived at Breſt or Vannes; which was all the anſwer or ſa- 
E 2 tisfaction 


I 


( 36 ] 
tisfaction he could obtain to his queſtion, and which he 


thought very extraordinary, as he found he was to ſet out 
very ſuddenly; expecting to embark in two or three days 


after their arrival, according to all appearances. To which 


the prince replied, that the marſhal had treated him almoſt 
in the very ſame manner; with this difference only, that 

when he aſked him for what place the army was deſtined, 
he told him, the duke d Aiguillon, who is now, ſays he, on 
the coaſt with the army, will inform you : but he can't tell 
you as yet; nor will he know what to ſay to you on that 
head, in caſe you ſhould aſk him, till he is out at ſea. So 
you ſee, continues the prince, that Aiguillon himſelf, by G, 
as yet, knows nothing about it. On which they both laugh- 
ed, damn'd the marſhal's old boots, and wiſhed them burnt. 


Hence you may judge, with what impenetrable ſecrecy 
the projects and deſigns of the miniſters were carried on. 
All Europe had their eyes on this expedition : but its deſti- 
nation was in the cabinet, and breaſt of the miniſters only. 
The very next evening Sullivan ſet out for the army, and 
about two or three days after the prince de Beauveau follow- 
ed, where they remained much longer than they expeCted, 
waiting the fleet's being got ready; a few of the ſhips that 
compoſed it not being at that time entirely finiſhed, or their 
wants and neceſſaries ſupplied ; though every thing was do- 
ing with the utmoſt expedition and diſpatch for that purpoſe, 
and was ſoon effectually completed, to prepare them, as it 
turned out, for greater damages and repairs, than what they 
had at any time before ſuſtained. 


Attention, 
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Attention, ſecrecy, and the common intereſt of affairs, had 
now conducted the young pretender into the neighbourhood 
of Breſt, incog. with a heart tranſported with ſecret joy at the 
deluſive proſpect he had before him; but particularly at the 
final arrangement and conclufion which had been entered 
into between him and the miniſters at Verſailles, in caſe the 
expedition ſhould prove abortive. A joy eaſier conceived than 
expreſſed! and which obliterated and extinguiſhed every re- 


membrance of his paſt misfortunes and miſcarriages in Scot- 


a | 


With the ſunſhine of proſperity our moſt ſorrowful tears 
for paſt afflictions and diſappointments are quickly and with 
eaſe dried up or forgot. Theſe pleaſing but viſionary aſſu- 
rances tranſported his mind, and left him little room to doubt 


of poſſeſſing, in fome ſhort time, what his heart had ſo long 


and eagerly defired. The time was now at hand, when the 
touch-ſtone was to be laid to the ſincerity of France, and to 
the faith of her promiſes, as well as to her ſtrength and 


power, conjunctively employed for his ſervice; it was there- 


fore neceſſary for him to be near the ſcene of action, as he 
thought to receive intelligence, and be informed in the beſt 
manner he could, how matters went forward amongſt the 
troops, and in forwarding their embarkation. This he could 
eaſily do, in riding about diſguiſed (as he did) and going to 
ſuch places unobſerved, as might beſt anſwer theſe ends, and 


were moſt conducive to his views and expectations. For 


which purpoſe he took all the neceſſary precaution ima- 
ginable, and effectually concealed himſelf in ſuch a manner, 


that his being in that country was only known to two or three 
perſons 


10S 

perſons of confidence, who were proper t to be intruſted on this 
oceaſion. Guards were placed on all the roads, and at all the 
avenues leading to Breſt, where no perſon was admitted to 
approach, but ſuch as were examined and known. Sullivan, 
though ſo well intitled to this confidence (as you may think) 
was as far from it at this juncture, as if he had never known 
or ſerved him; nor was he once admitted to any interview 
or conference with him, the young pretender, whilſt the ar- 
my remained there : which however did not hinder another 
perſon, who much diſhonoured him, from being with him 
continually, and who was of much leſs conſequence and im- 
portance to him; and his affairs, in order the better to conduct 
them for his honour, good fortune and intereſt; if he had had 

any regard to either of them, eſpecially to the former. 


This man was of honourable family in Scotland; but his 
life, conduct and principles were odious to every one who 

knew him: he was hated by all his own countrymen, who 
looked upon him in no better light than that of a gambler: 
nor did any of them care to ſerve him; which is a thing ſo 
uncommon amongſt the gentlemen of that nation, that it is 
almoſt incredible to think it poſſible, as they are remarkably 
national, and ready to affiſt each other. There might have 
been ſome new pretence, it was imagined, forged out of an 
old and former one, for keeping Sullivan from approaching 
him at this time, as it had formerly done long before, which 
was that of a calumny raiſed upon him by Kelly, and ſecretly 
propagated by him, and ſome of his partizans, Sullivan's pri- 
vate enemies, on purpoſe to blacken and hurt him in the eyes 
and 
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and eſteem of the miniſters and others, his friends and ac- 
quaintance ; but without the deſired effect. 


The ſtory raiſed for this purpoſe is as follows. That 
Sullivan had been the perſon who had introduced Miſs Wal- 
kinſhaw to the young pretender when in Scotland, after having 
firſt had a previous intimacy and acquaintance with her him- 
ſelf: and that he had ſince been the cauſe of her being 
brought over to France to be his companion. This was the 
accuſation privately whiſpered about againſt Sullivan, with 
this addition, that he himſelf had boaſted of it in private to 
ſome of his intimates. However, Sullivan always denied the 
whole charge with the moſt ſolemn aſſeverations of the 
falſhood of- it, and threw the whole calumny thereof upon 


the malice of Kelly, his ſworn and implacable enemy. But 


be this as it may, the young woman was not the better treat- 
ed by her galant, for her having quitted her country and 
friends, to follow her lover through dark and intricate roads, 
interrupted with brambles, thorns, and many other difficul- 
ties, which have ſometimes led her almoſt to death's door, 
and which paſſion he brutally and ungratefully often recom- 
penſed. Whilſt they lodged at the houſe of one Gallide, a 


butcher, dans la rue de la Boucherie Fauxbourg St. Germain, 
 Gillſhenagh's wife, who had nurſed the little girl, Miſs Wal- 


kinſhaw's daughter, lived then with them, ſtill attending on 


the child. This woman was born at Mons in Flanders, had 
a good face, and genteel perſon, and was much more defirable 


and agreeable than Flemiſb women generally are, and in no- 
wiſe a novice in the art of intrigue. Her miſtreſs had obſerved, 


from time to time, ſomething in her behaviour and eonduct, that 
1 1 „ 
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at laſt gave her a ſenſible concern, and raiſed in her an opinion 


that all was not well with her. Hence it was as impoſſible 
for the broken trooper's wife to oblige her miſtreſs in any 
thing ſhe did, as it was for her not to perceive the real cauſe 


of her diſcontent and diſpleaſure. Jealouſy at laſt forced its 


way, and ſhewed its frightful face with Argos eyes and Mi- 
das ears, notwithſtanding all the borrowed or affected 


diſguiſes, that female policy or hypocriſy could lend. 
Impertinence and inſolence appeared, on moſt occaſions, in 


all the behaviour of miſtreſs nurſe, who, though perhaps 


agreeable to her maſter, was hideous to her miſtreſs, with all 


the Flemiſb graces ſhe could poſſeſs: none of which could be 
in anywiſe perceived by the miſtreſs, who looked upon them, 


with every qualification ſhe might have had, as mere defor- 


mities. Concord and harmony no longer remained, where 


ſuſpicion, diſreſpect and envy, were every hour increaſing. In 


one of thoſe unguarded moments, when jealouſy and rage 


tranſport the mind beyond the bounds of duty and reaſon, 
Gillſhenagh had the audaciouſneſs to call this lady a b 
which her prudence, however, then concealed. He had 0 
ſerved his maſter in a melancholy humour, and ſaid to him, 


Sir, I am ſorry to ſee you look ſo dull; I hope you are not 


indiſpoſed ? No, replies the maſter, my health, thank God, 


is very well. Why then, continues the man, I believe you 


have no reaſon but to be chearful; for, from what I hear 
abroad, great things are going forward for your happineſs, 


and you may expect to be ſoon at home. No, no, Gillſ̃e- 
nagh, it will not be ſo very ſoon. I do not ſuppoſe it will 


happen before ſixty- two, ſays he; but let it happen when it 


will, Ill make the monſieurs pay dear for all their ill uſage to 
„ | me 
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me and my family. Why Sir, ſays the ſervant, kast 
thought the French loved you very well. Ves, replied the 


maſter, the people in general wiſh me and my family well, 


but the b-——rs of miniſters have always played their tricks 
on me and my family: but I believe that is all over now, and 
as ſoon as I am ſettled in England, I'll let them know it. La 
France me payera bien. Theſe were the particular words, 
and this the exact relation that G://ſhenagh gave to ſome of 
his particular friends, on ſpeaking of the conduct of the 
French miniſters, and his maſters expectations and deſigns. 


Diſcontent and uneaſineſs increaſing in the family, from the 
cauſes before-mentioned, the lady gave orders to find out 
ſome diſcreet woman, to affiſt in taking care of the little 
miſs. An elderly grave gentlewoman, an officer's widow, 


was at length fixed upon for that purpoſe. Terms being 


ſettled, ſhe was brought home, to accuſtom the child to her, 
before the other was to be diſmiſſed, and ſtrict orders given, 
that no intimation ſhould be had, or the leaſt diſcovery made 
to the old woman, of the perſons into whoſe ſervice ſhe was 
entered. Thus things went on very well for ſome time; and 
the officer's widow having no ſuſpicion of any thing, had no 
curioſity. She dined and ſupped with Gilſßbenagb and his 


wife, in the chamber or back room deſtined for that uſe, 


without ever going into the dining-room, where the maſter 
and miſtreſs uſually dined and ſupped, beyond which there 


was a long narrow chamber, like that of a dreſſing- room or 
cabinet, where a window, with a blind conſtantly before it, 


was towards the ſtreet; in which room the maſter ſpent maſt 


of his time, when at home; frequently looking (unſeen by 
Y OL, ih, F _ thoſe 
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thoſe in the ſtreet) at all that paſſed; ſeldom going abroad 
but at night, and then always diſguiſed. He had a paſs par 
tout, or maſter-key, to open the door; fo that he went in and 
out at ſuch times as he pleaſed, or beſt ſuited him and his af- 
fairs, without being noticed by any body. In the beſt con- 
certed ſchemes that human prudence and invention can con- 
trive, accidents unforeſeen and unexpected by caſualty hap- 
pen, which the greateſt ſagacity and precaution cannot pre- 
vent. One morning as Gillſbenagb was coming out of the 
dining-room, after leaving his maſter in the little chamber 
adjoining, the door of which opened into the dining-room, 
his maſter happened accidentally to ſtand at this door, whilſt 
Gillſhenagh was going out of the dining-room, the two doors 
facing exactly each other. The widow was on the landing- 
place at the ſtairs-head, ſtanding near the dining-room door, 
when the man opened it and came out, in ſuch manner as to 
give her a full view of the maſter, who ſtood at the other 
door directly oppoſite to her, on which he inſtantly retired 
out of ſight towards the window, perceiving he was obſerved 
by the woman, but not in the leaſt imagining ſhe had any 
kind of knowledge of him. 


Not a word more was ſaid of this buſineſs, till late at night; 
at which time, after buſineſs was over, Gz///henagh and the 
widow fitting together, whilſt his wife, who had left the 
room upon her particular affairs, the widow told him ſhe had 
ſeen her maſter at the dreſſing- room door in the forenoon, 
and knew him very well. The other aſked her where ſhe 
had ſeen him, and who he was? The widow ſaid ſhe had ſeen 
him ſeveral times at maſs at the Cordeliers, and that he uſed 

to 
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to go into a little chapel ſurrounded with iron rails, kept on 
purpoſe for him, every Sunday morning. The farther account 
of which you will find in my next. 


LETTER Tus THIRTY-SEVENTHB. 


KNOW him ſo well, continues the widow, that I never 
ſhall forget him, was I to live an hundred years : nor do I 
believe that any perſon, who has once ſeen him, and looked 
at him with attention, can ever forget him, ſo as to be miſ- 
taken in his perſon. For my part, I have ſeen him fo often, 
that Iam ſure I am not miſtaken. But pray, ſays G/|/henagh, 
who is this ſame perſon ? I ſhould be glad to know who it is 
you take him for, though I know you are already miſtaken 
in the account you give of him : for, to tell you the truth, 
which is a great ſecret, and not to be known by ſpeaking of it 
to any perſon living; my maſter never goes to maſs; he is a 
proteſtant, and as good a one as any that ever left France : he 
is one of the ancient French proteſtant families, who were 
perſecuted by Lewis XIV. Fie, fie, fie, Mr. Gillſhenagh, ſaid 
ſhe, you muſt not think I am fo great a fool, or that I have 
loſt the uſe of my ſight or memory. I know him well 
enough: it is the prince; I am ſure it is the prince, you may 


ſay what you pleaſe. The other fell into a fit of laughter, 
RUG the woman, and ſwearing ſo many execrable oaths, 
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that ſhe was miſtaken; that what with his aſſeverations, and 
thoſe of his wife, who had returned into the room a little 
before, corroborating what he had fo ſolemnly fworn, that 
the credulous widow at length ſuffered herſelf to be perſua- 
ded out of her ſenſes, and to believe ſhe had been miſtaken. 


When breakfaſt was over next morning, and the gentle- 
man retired to his cabinet, drawing-room, or drefling-room; 
for it ſerved in all theſe capacities, the man attending the 
maſter took an opportunity of acquainting him with all that 
the poor widow had the night before innocently, and without 
the leaſt deſign of offending, declared ; and which ſhe moſt 
probably ſaid, only to ſhew her good memory, and to obtain 
a better confidence, as the did ſpeak with affection. 


Few people confider or judge of the ill conſequences, or 


bad effects of ſpeaking or meddling in delicate matters. The 
widow thought, it is true, there was no harm in making a 
declaration of her knowledge; but the maſter thought other- 
wiſe: for, being alarmed at the relation, he remained ſilent 
for ſome ſhort time, and then told Gi//benagh, that he ſhould 
go out in the evening, as ſoon as it was dark, and ſhould not 
return any more to that place. He deſired that the widow 
ſhould be well treated, and no notice taken of any thing that 


was paſt ; but that in the morning the widow ſhould be paid 


off, and ſent away; that Gi//henagh's wife ſhould go to an- 
other lodging, and that he ſhould take the child in a hackney 


coach or facre, to a certain place on the other ſide of the 
town, where he was to take a poſt-chaiſe, and to follow him 


with the child to another place, according to a particular di- 
rection, 
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rection, ** he was to find bim and the mother. All 
which Gi/l/henagh duly performed, according. to the orders 
for that purpoſe given: and the poor widow, without know- 
ing that, by her indiſcretion, ſhe had brought this misfor- 
tune on herſelf, was ſent to her former condition of living on 
the bounty of her friends, and a penſion of about ten guineas 
a year. Generous proviſion for an officer's widow, ſcarcely 
ſufficient to keep her from ſtarving ! 


This tranſaction happened before the expedition of Mr. 


 Conflans from Bret. Giliſbenagb's wife being entirely diſ- 


miſſed, remained a long time in a poor condition in Paris, 
until an abbe, of more generoſity than piety, out of a parti- 
cular reſpe& he bore to her, ſet her up in a little ſhop near 


the church of St. Sulpice, in the rue Bourbon, to fell ſnuff; 


by which ſhe made ſhift to live, though in a very poor man- 
ner. Her huſband was, ſome time after, diſmiſſed likewiſe, 
and was obliged to depend on his wife's endeayours for bread. 
But at length, by the interpoſition of George Kelly, he was 
taken back, and reinſtated in his former ſervice, when al- 


moſt half naked and half famiſhed. Such was the noble 
ſpirit of generoſity in his gracious maſter, who has no feel- 
ing for any perſogs. but for himſelf. 


All Europe knows, and whoſe chronicles will record to the 
lateſt poſterity, the glorious ſucceſs of the Britiſb fleet, under 
the command of the brave, vigilant, and victorious admiral 
Hawke, who, by his prudent conduct, his intrepidity and 
{uperior knowledge in his naval profeſſion, as a Britiſb ad- 
miral, attacked and defeated: the French fleet {ailing out of 

Breſt,. 
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Breſt, November 17 59, under the command of admiral 
Conflans, particularly choſen by the pretender and the French 
miniſters for that important expedition ; and who was, at 
that time, eſteemed and regarded, not only by them, but by 
all France, as the moſt judicious, experienced, and diſtin- 
guiſhed officer of rank in the ſervice of that crown, and the 


moſt capable of conducting that important enterprize, fo 


far as related to his department. 


The French court had ſuch an opinion of this admiral and 
of their fleet, which conſiſted of about twenty fine ſtout and 
good ſhips of the line, many of them quite new, and all well 


equipped and provided, againſt an equal number of Engliſh 


ſhips, moſt of which had been long cruizing the ſeas, wait- 
ing their coming out, and watching their motions, that the 
young pretender and French miniſters made no ſort of doubt 
of gaining a complete victory, in caſe a battle or ſea- fight 
ſhould happen between them ; though their ſecret policy 
and deſign was to avoid coming to an engagement with the 
Engliſh fleet, if poſſible, until the French admiral had con- 
ducted the tranſports and troops under his care to the place 
of their deſtination ; or unleſs the neceſſity to open them- 
ſelves a paſſage, by favouring their eſcape whilſt the two 
fleets might be engaged, ſhould oblige him to an engage- 


ment. They flattered themſelves at firſt, and even until 
a day or two. before admiral Conflans had failed from Breſt, 


that with the fleet, which he then had under command, and 


the advantages, which he might draw from fituation, he 


would have been able to have blown the Engliſb fleet out of 
the ſeas, in caſe of finding or engaging them near the coaſt. 
Such 


1 
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1 
Such was their idea of the ſtrength and number of their ſhips, 


and of the abilities and courage of their admiral. His or- 


ders therefore were, to take the tranſports lying at Vannes 
under his care and protection, to eſcort them until they were 
out of any danger of being intercepted by the Eng/z/h, or at 


leaſt of falling into their hands; the grand object being not 


to fight, but to eſcort or open a free paſſage for the troops 


and tranſports, by ſome coup de maitre, maritime manœuvres, 


or political operations, on the rough and imperuous element. 
Sir Edward Hawke, who had that day more on his head and 


ſhoulders than he could poſſibly know or imagine, perceived, 


however, very ſoon the French admiral's defigns, and quickly 
determined not to loſe any time to prevent him from carry- 
ing any of them into execution ; unleſs that of his running 
away, the only one which-unluckily he was not able to pre- 
vent : for, the French fleet-was but a few hours from Breſt, 
and ſtill in ſight of the people on ſhore, who had in crowds 
aſſembled on hills and riſing grounds to obſerve them, when 
Hawke, as ſoon as he perceived them, gave orders to form the 
line; and as foon as he thought-it convenient and proper for 


his purpoſe, and doing buſineſs in his own way, the ſignal 
to engage the enemy was flung out. 


The action was not of a very long duration, though one 
of the moſt deſperate, bloody, and fatal, that France has 


ſuffered for ages paſt, under her then circumſtances, and with 
regard to the ſhortneſs of the time: for, as ſoon as the Eng- 


liſb ſeamen perceived the ſignal for a general engagement, 
inſpired by the example of their bold and gallant command- 


ers, as well as by the natural courage, vivacity, and irreſiſ- 
1 tible 
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[ 48 ] 
tible bravery, which, without any fort of prejudice or parti- 


ality, diſtinguiſhes them above all other nations under the 


ſun, and renders them the dread and terror of all the mari- 
time powers of the world, whenever they are obliged or for- 
ced to come to blows with them, impatient for action to 


avenge their country's and their own wrongs, run (like en- 
raged lions, who would preſerve their young from voracious 


ſavage animals coming to devour them) to their reſpective 
poſts and ſtations, burning with the arduous defire of doing 
their duty to both. The fight on both ſides begun; the 


fire of the Britiſb cannon from their ſeveral ſhips was ſo 


dreadful and inceflant during this bloody engagement, that 
the French themſelves could only compare it to the thunder 
of heaven and terrors of hell united at the laſt day, for the 
deſtruction of all mankind, to ſhake the world to atoms, 
and bury them in the ruins. It drove the French into ſuch 
fright, terror, and confuſion, to which a dreadful carnage or 
human butchery enſued on many of their decks, that, by 
ſinking ſome of their capital ſhips, who at once were ſwal- 
lowed up into the deep with the crews entire, that bombs or 
bullets had not before deſtroyed; by burning ſeveral, and 


taking and making prizes of others; receiving thoſe, who, 


diſmaſted or diſabled, had no way to ſave themſelves from go- 
ing to the bottom, but by ſtriking and ſubmitting to the mer- 
cy of a provoked, but generous and victorious enemy; who, 
though forced to ſpread that terror and deſolation amongſt 
her foes, which the laws of neceflity, and of a juſt war, re- 
quired to chaſtiſe them, yet never forgets the laws and ties 
of humanity, in their puniſhment and correction: in fine, 


by the deſtruction and rum, which the Freneb admiral ap- 
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prehended to have threatened this expedition from the be- 


ginning, and which, it ſeems, he looked upon as certain and 
inevitable, before he put to ſea, he ſhewed his own wiſdom 
and experience, by not reſiſting a force too long, which he 
believed impoſſible for him to vanquiſh, and to which he in 


all likelihood might ſoon become a ſacrifice : therefore, upon 


Hudibraſtic principles, often experienced, proved, and prac- 
tiſed amon gt the French themſelves, 


2 hat he that fights and runs away, 
May live to fight another day; 
But he that is in battle flain, 
Can never riſe to fight again. 


* 


Conflans ſoon quitted the engagement, and made the beſt of 
his way into the river Villaine. A few others followed his 
example, who had the good fortune to eſcape the fire and 


fury of the Engliſb in this remarkable action; the reſt of the 
French fleet being moſtly taken, ſunk, burnt, or deſtroyed ; 
which gave a complete victory to Sir Edward Hawke, and 
rendered the deſigns of the court of France in Conflans' ex- 
pedition entirely abortive; to the eternal honour and glory 
of the Engliſh miniſter, the Engliſb admiral, and the Eugliſb 
arms. 


Grief and lamentation inſtantly diſplayed themſelves with 


piercing cries in Breſt and Vannes, where numbers of the 
French from the coaſt beheld the fatal event, and loſt 
many of their friends and relations; in ſo much, that moſt 


of the particulars were known on ſhore, as ſoon as they were 
Vor. II. G TT” felt 


1 
felt at fea, The joy and gaiety, which had been fo univer- 
fal and uncontrouled for fuch a long ſeries of time before, in 
thoſe places, and amongſt the troops in camp or in quarters, 
were now converted into the deepeſt ſorrows, accompanied 
with bitter tears and reflections; where mourning in ſack- 
cloth and aſhes became the ſuitable uniforms and regimentals 
of ſuch a melancholy cataſtrophe : a ſorrowful diſtraction 
was ſpread abroad every where ; players and dancers were no 
longer to be ſeen, nor muſical inſtruments to be heard ; 
ſorrow, ſighs, and dejection, had taken their place, 


Monſieur Conflans, on running his beautiful ſhip, the Royal 
Sun, aground, ordered her to be ſet on fire, leſt ſhe ſhould 
fall into the conqueror's hands; and he was one of the firſt 
to quit her, and get on ſhore; where having ſtaid but ſome 


hours, to refreſh himſelf, and give ſome few directions, he 
fet out for Verſailles, and arrived there to give an account to 


the king and the miniſters of his own conduct and their miſ- 
fortune; of which I ſhall ſay a few words more in another 
letter. 
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LETTER THE THIRTY-EIGHTH. 


TEE ſurpriſe and os, which the news of this 

defeat gave the court, could only be equalled by their 
grief and mortification at ſuch an unexpected loſs and fatal 
miſcarriage, which did not fail to extend, more or leſs, its 


dolorous effects to all degrees of people throughout the king- 


dom of France; whilſt thoſe of Great Britain and Ireland 


were, with good reaſon, triumphantly rejoicing at this me- 


morable ſucceſs. 


After ſome few days had paſſed, the French admiral, loaded 
with the public reproaches, came at times from Verſailles to 


his houſe in Paris; but appeared not for a conſiderable time 


in any of the public places; which gave riſe to a report, 
that ſtrongly prevailed amongſt the Pariſians, viz. that he 
would infallibly undergo the ſame fate, which the late unfor- 
tunate admiral Byng had ſuffered. But this was vox et pre- 


terea nihil; for, after he had related to the miniſters what 


he had to fay, no ſteps were taken againſt him. The firſt 
place he thought moſt proper to ſhew himſelf publicly at, 
was in the Carmelites or White Friers church, near Luxem- 
burgh, on two or three different Sundays, not far from his 


own houſe, attended by his footmen and equipage in rich 


liveries. Whether it was owing to the repreſentations he 


had made by his letters to the miniſters, ſome time before he 
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„ 
ſailed, of the danger and inexpediency of the embarkment, 
and of the great difficulty, as he apprehended, of eſcaping 
the Engliſh fleet; or, whether from the young pretender's 
own conduct, arguments, and ſecret reaſons, that no public 
examination, proceſs, or criminal proceedings, were carried 
on againſt this admiral for ſuch an extraordinary miſcarriage, 
is not in my power to determine ; but I believe the latter 


had its full weight in his defence, and was the ſole cauſe 


that prevented farther or other inquiry, than what was made 
by the miniſters in private, touching this buſineſs ; and that 


it is not unreaſonable to believe, that the juſt misfortune 


attending Monſieur Conflans expedition, was, on his behalf, 
more to be aſcribed to the obſtinacy and ignorance of the 


young pretender and his clan in the directing this project, 
than the want of courage or abilities in the French admiral, 
who ſuffered much in his character from the public in this re- 
ſpect. The jealous, invidious eyes of the populace, were always 
upon him, when he came with his lady and ſiſter to walk in 
the public gardens, and they looked upon him with contempt 
and diſdain ; for the meaneſt perſon in thoſe public places 
would not now be ſeen to approach him ; nor would thoſe, 
who but a few weeks before courted an occaſion, and thought 
it an honour to ſalute him, or any of his family, or be no- 
ticed by them, now look at either ; by which the poor un- 
fortunate ladies ſhared in the public reſentment, for a ſup- 
poſed fault, in which they could have no part, were it real. 


Such, however, is commonly the ignorance, impertinence, 


folly, and ridiculous behaviour of men, who frame their ca- 
pricious judgments on ſuggeſtion and ſurmiſe; opprobriouſly 
loading the innocent with ſcandal and infamy, whilſt the 

| ſecret 
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ſecret _ by favour and intereſt, ſeg: with impu- 
nity. 1 85 


1 This Frenct expedition, which had bees 8 18 pre- 
| | paring, and for which ſuch immenſe ſums had been laid out, 
: being in a few hours deſtroyed and conſumed, as above men- 
tioned, the ſmoke ſoon evaporated, whilſt the embers re- 
mained ſtill burning under the aſhes, that covered them, the 
3 eaſier to kindle new fires, on any other future occaſion ; and 
B France was now more ſick, and ſenſible of this new and 
: bleeding wound, than any, which ſhe had before received. 

4 Time alone could heal and reſtore the ſtate to that good 
1 plight and condition, in which it had formerly been; the 
re-eſtabliſhment of which ſhe did not deſpair of, as her laſt 
f project, in which her whole dependence lay, and which ſhe 
= counted upon as her coup de reſerve, and infallible, was 
| not yet brought upon the tapis, but remained concealed, 
waiting the convenient time and opportunity for carrying it 
into execution. Mr. Pitt was ſtill alive, and alive like: 
delay was therefore eſſential. The troops were now or- 
dered to march into winter quarters, unleſs ſuch as were 
thought neceſſary to be left to guard and protect the coaſt; 

many of which marched, the ſpring following, into Ger- 
many; from whence conſiderable numbers never returned, 
leaving their bones in that country, ever fatal to France, in 
being t the common grave of a Freneb army. 
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' You are, I doubt not, curious to know (as it 1 not been 
as yet mentioned) the deſtination of admiral ne fleet 
| and 
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[ 54 ] 
and embarkation, and with what view this formidable en- 
terprize was planned. There are but few, I believe, at 
this hour, that know it particularly well; though many 
may gueſs at it on ſuppoſition or conjecture : I ſhall here, 
therefore, relate to you what I have heard touching that 
matter, as I had it punctually, above a year and a half after 
the expedition had failed, from a gentleman, who knew the 
whole deſign, and whoſe word I could rely on. Theſe 
troops, he told me, to be eſcorted by admiral Conflans fleet, 


were deſtined to be landed in the weft of Scotland, where 
' meaſures had been, and were to be taken, with more pre- 


caution and ſuccefs, than in 1745; from whence they were 
to march to England, ſweeping the whole country before 


them, and not leaving a man or boy, from ſixteen to fixty, 
able to carry arms, behind them, who might or could be 


caught within their reach or power ; by which they doubted 


not to increaſe their army to fifty or ſixty thouſand, and 


ftrike a terror through the nation, and carry all before them 
with a high hand. 


Thurot, who was lying quiet in Norway, and knew not 
why he was ſent there, attended the orders of the miniſters: 
As ſoon as news ſhould arrive of the troops under the eſcort 
of admiral Conflans fleet being landed, the minifter was to 
have ſent him orders to embark ſome Swedes, or ſuch as he 
could moſt readily get to join thoſe French troops already with 
him, and with theſe forces united, under the command of 
Flaubere, and the other officers already mentioned, till they 


ſhould join their grand army, embarked on 7. burat, he was 


V 


MS - 
— 
149 SI 
. 7 
Phat 
*; 2 
1 
IST 


4381 , 


| | [8-3 
to fail with them, and land them in the north of England, 


or on that fide, in order to make a diverſion in thoſe parts; 


or to advance, or follow the Engliſiß army in front or rear, or 
ſuch part of it as might be in its march, according to its ſitu- 
ation, and the emergency of affairs; to harraſs or diſtreſs it, 
and ſo to act according to circumſtances and neceſſities, till 
farther orders could be received from their commander in 
chief. The perſon who gave me this account thought it a 
raſh and daring attempt, as Thuro?'s frigates would have moſt 
probably fallen in with ſome of the Engliſb men of war, either 
in going or coming, which then covered the ſeas : and he 
likewiſe ſaid, he often thought that this little army, com- 
manded by Flaubere, would, in all probability, have been cut 
to pieces by the Engliſb forces, before it could do any mate- 
rial execution, or join their grand army. Be that as it may, 


this was their plan, and motive of Thurot's being ſent to Nor- 
da; from whence it was judged he would have but a ſhort 
and eaſy voyage to the north coaſt of Great Britain, with the 


greater facility, and leſs ſuſpicion to execute this plan, which 
was rendered totally abortive in the miſcarriage and defeat of 
monſieur Conflans expedition. Hence it may be ſaid, with- 
out any great impropriety, that admiral Hawke, by the de- 
feat of Conflans off Breſt, defeated Thurot alſo in St. George's 
channel. Upon receiving news of Conflans defeat, orders 
were diſpatched for Thurot to return home in the beſt manner 
he could, to avoid being taken or intercepted. He thought 
the beſt chance he had to eſcape the Eng; men of war, was 
by making his courſe through the Iriſb ſea, and he ſteered that 
courſe accordingly ; and from that motive alone, diſtreſſed by 

hard 
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7 Laid weather and want of proviſions, one of the frigates ready 


to ſplit and go to pieces, neceſſity obliged him to put into Tre- 


land, to avoid ſtarving at ſea. As you already know the hiſtory 


and conſequence of his landing in that kingdom, which brought 
him to his end, it is needleſs for me to ſay any thing further 
on that ſubject; except that on Flaubere and Cavenna's arri- 
val in France, they were ſent for to Verſailles, where many 
diſputes aroſe between them before the miniſters: many clerks 
were employed by each of thoſe officers to write details, ac- 
cuſations, and other matters of complaint or grievance, touch- 
ing each other's conduct; in which marſhal Belleiſie gave him- 
ſelf much trouble, but which at laſt ended in air. Flaubere 
having received a ſum of money, on a fudden made up his 
baggage, and went off from Yerjailles, without acquainting 
his moſt intimate friends where he was going. After he 
was gone, it was conjectured and reported that his journey 


was to Switzerland or Italy, and that if Belleiſie had lived, he 


would have been again employed in ſome important expedi- 
tion. Taking leave of Mr. Conflans and his expedition, I 
proceed to other matters in my next. 
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LETTER THE THIRTY-NINTH. 


PHE affairs of Monſieur Conflans and Thurot having 

ended in the tragical manner before mentioned, the 
young pretender ſoon quitted the coaſt of Brittany, where 
nothing but ſcenes of wreck and ruin could preſent them- 
ſelves to his view; and he returned to Paris, accompanied 
by his new companion, I can't ſay confident, for he truſted 
him but very little. The latter had nothing farther to do, 
but to go (as he did) to his old trade of gaming, and fleecing 
ſeveral young perſons of fortune, with whom he had got ac- 
quainted, and whom he marked out as his proper prey. In 
the art of gaming, he was ſaid to be a perfect connoiſſeur, 
and to have learned from a ſharper, celebrated for his dexte- 
rity in handling cards, and playing at paſſe-paſſe ; who had 
the art of playing the whole game, ſo as to be always ſure 


of ſucceſs, in this moſt infamous practice; by which he had 


already acquired ſeveral confiderable ſums, and for which he 


afterwards was obliged to make the beſt of his way out of 
France, to avoid the puniſhment that threatened to overtake 
him for his fraudulent acquiſitions; a proſecution having 


been already commenced and carried on againſt him, on 
that account; the judgment of which he thought neither 
prudent nor ſafe for him to await, as it would not have been 


leſs, than to be marked, whipped, and ſent to the gallies. 
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The young pretender had, about this time, in fome of his- 
tyrannical flights, behaved fo cruelly to Mifs Walkinſha,. 
whom, it was rumoured, he had ſlightly wounded one night 
in his frolics with a ſword, that ſhe withdrew privately from 
him, to his no ſmall mortification: for, the young gentle- 


man was not a little enraged, when he found that ſhe was: 
really gone. On the other hand, it was alſo whiſpered, that 


her quitting him, and ſecreting herſelf, at that time, in a con- 


vent, which he could not find out, was a ſcheme of the mini- 


ſters, for political reaſons; as ſome of his beſt friends had 
diſliked and diſapproved that connection; ſeveral of whom, 
it was ſaid, offered to raiſe and ſettle a genteel and reaſonable 
penſion on her for life, and to take care of young miſs, her 
daughter, on condition of his ſending away the mother. But 
to this propoſal, or any other of that kind, the adventurer 
would not give any attention; in ſo much, that it even be- 
came dangerous for any one to ſpeak to him on the ſubject : 
and now he employed ſeveral truſty perſons to diſcover the: 
convent or nunnery into which ſhe had retired, but without 
ſucceſs : and in his'paſſion, or when intoxicated with liquor, 
he would ſwear, that he would ſet fire to ſome convents or 


nunneries, in order to find her. But theſe menaces were all 


without effect at that time. What has ſince happened to her, 
I know not. 


The induſtrious gameſter had acquired a good deal of mo- 
ney in his way, before his iniquitous practices were ſuſpected; 
a conſiderable part of which he had at different times, and 


on different occaſions, lent to the young pretender : he was 


therefore much countenanced by him, and was employed by 
PS © 
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EU 9 1 
him in ſome ſmall affairs of little conſequence. He had 
been ſent two or three times to the miniſters at Yer/azlles, 
on ſome meſſages, who ſoon intimated their diſlike to his 
coming; which prevented his going to them any more. 
They looked upon him, from the firſt, with an evil and ſuſ- 
picious eye; nor were they in the leaſt ignorant of his ad- 
ventures and conduct at London; and having found him a 
weak, ignorant man, to ſay no worſe of him, deſtitute of 
thoſe qualifications, which they require in thoſe whom they 
employ ; for theſe, and other reaſons, they would not have 
any thing to do with him, or ſuffer him to approach them. 
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Nevertheleſs, he continued at Paris without knowing 
their diſſatisfaction, under the favour and ſunſhine of his 
protector, in the zenith of his glory; his ſecret tranſactions 
not having at that time, nor until about three years after, 
appeared in their full light. After the defeat at Bret, he 
had boaſted that he had been two or three times in England 
and Scotland, incog. on private commiſſions from the young 
pretender in which he endured more hardſhips and fatigue, 
than in all the time he had been an officer in a marching re- 
giment, in the ſervice of the crown of England; and that, 
Y buy his commiſſion, the ſpirit was ſtill kept up in Scotland, 
where there were as many friends as ever. This puff, as it 
was thought to be nothing better, was not much credited by 
the very n to whom he related it. 


| Notwithſtanding the repeated loſſes which France daily 
met with (loſſes, which ſurpaſſed by far all that ſhe had ever 
4 met with in * preceding war) her miniſters went on in the 
BF N H 2 reſolutions 
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„ 
reſolutions they had firſt taken, of invading and reducing 
England; with which view, every preparation for that pro- 
ject was ſtill with the ſame rancour ſecretly carrying on, that 
money could furniſh, or imagination invent. They ſmiled 
at the diſtreſſes and grief of the people, every where af- 
flicted and diſtracted with the intolerable ſufferings of a ca- 
lamitous, deſtructive war, without the leaſt proſpect of re- 
covering or retrieving their inſupportable loſſes; and whoſe 
conſternation was the greater, at ſeeing the little concern the 
miniſters continued to ſhew at the number of captures daily 


made and making ; as well as at the infinite number of con- 


queſts of their poſſeſſions by the Engliſb, who only waited 
the proper ſeaſons and orders to make more, if more re- 


mained to be reduced or taken. 


Amongſt the wiſer and better ſort of people, there were, 
however, many of more penetration, and ſome more rational, 
who formed a different concluſion from the behaviour of the 
miniſters; and who, judging from the mighty preparations 
ſtill going forward with vigour, that there was ſome ſecret 
deſign in agitation, which would atone for all paſt miſcar- 
riages and loſſes, conſoled themſelves and their friends with 

that precarious expectation. 


Buſſy, who had been at London negociating, unable to 
deceive, amuſe, or cajole the great miniſter, was returned 
to Verſailles, without being able to do any thing material, 
except putting in practice two objects, which he had in 
charge, and much at heart; the firſt of which was, the 
plundering the nation of a conſiderable ſum of money, which 


he 
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the alley, in the jobbing way, raiſing and falling the ſtocks, 


by thoſe falſe lights and deceitful ſtars, which are occaſionally 
made to appear in news-papers, calculated to deceive or im- 


poſe on the weak and credulous : and by thoſe artful ſchemes 
buying or ſelling at great advantage, as he was the perſon, 
who gave out or made ſuch news as beſt conſiſted with his 
views of intereſt, he carried more money with him into 
France, by ſtock-jobbing, than he or all his generation had 
ever beheld before that period, 


The other obje& was, by the informations from his ſpies, 


who were daily purſuing ſuch inquiries, as by their inſtruc- 
tions they were directed, to give intelligence to the French 
miniſters of the quarters, marches, reſidence of the troops, 


militia, &c. in a word, of every thing doing that might 
contribute to facilitate their deſigns againſt this kingdom. 


Each of the miniſters of France, you are to know, has 
commonly a ſpy in England belonging to himſelf, or attached 
to his department. This perſon is always diſguiſed under 
ſome character, ſhew, or appearance, if poſſible, effectually 


to conceal him: ſometimes he is a German, an ITtallan, a 


Frenchman, - or of any other nation, according to the deſign, 
and the better to maſk it. They have at Paris above three 
thouſand perſons of different nations, men of parts, out of 
whom they chuſe, as the ſubje& or occaſion requires, and 
thoſe they diſpatch to different places frequently, where they 


imagine the native French may be ſuſpected. In England 


there is always one likewiſe of ſome greater conſequence, 
and 


he got by his emiffaries and agents, whom he employed in 


- 
* 
PPP 


1.581 
and who is ſuperior over that large number, which is employed 
by the police in different ſhapes, characters, and profeſſions ; 
all of whom are employed and occupied, according to their 
ſeveral inſtructions, capacities, and deſtinations, without 
knowing each other. But Bertin, whilſt lieutenant-general 
of the police, beſides thoſe of his department, had another 
ſpy, particularly attached to himſelf (which he ſtill continues, 


though not in the miniſtry; he changes his ſpy, and ſends 


another in his place, as do the others, as often as they think 
neceſſary) by whoſe intelligence, and by the Engliſb news- 
papers, which he had conſtantly tranſmitted to him from 
London, and duly tranſlated at Yer/azlles, as ſoon as they ar- 


rived, by one Butler, a young man from K:/tenny, bred up 


and educated in the college of Lombard at Paris, to whom a 
penſion or ſalary of forty pounds a-year was granted for this 
ſervice; Bertin, I fay, by theſe tranſlations and intelligence, 
rendered himſelf of more importance, and more knowing, 
to many of the great perſonages at court, who knew not a 


word of the Engliſh language, than any body elſe, by being 


able to entertain them with all the particulars contained in 
thoſe public papers; many of which, een true or falſe, 
are often ſurpriſing and amuſing. 


Engliſh news-papers were at this time proſcribed and pro- 
| hibited throughout all France, upon account chiefly of the 


many bitter invectives in thoſe papers during the war againſt 


that court, and particularly againſt the late madame la mar- 
guiſe de Pompadour. Butler, on tranſlating one day ſome of 
the paſſages contained therein, relating to the marqueſs, of 
which, from time to time, there were many, abounding with 
wit 
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wit and humour, found ſome of them, as he thought, ſu 
mdecent and ſevere, that he was afraid of offending and diſ- 
7 obliging, ſo as to loſe his place and penſion, if he gave them 
1 their full ſenſe and force in his tranſlation; and therefore 
| went to Bertin, and told him his fears, defiring he might 
have leave to ſoften them ; for that he was not only afraid, 
but aſhamed, to put them into French, in the ſame ſenſe and 
terms as he found them in the Engliſb language. 


E | Bertin told him, that he muſt not be under any ſuch ap- 
= prehenfion ; for that he inſiſted he muſt not mince the mat- 
ter, but muſt tranſlate them then, and at all times thereaf- 
ter, in words or ſentences as ſtrong and plain as thoſe in the 
originals, if the language would bear or admit of it: for, 
ſays he, it ſerves to make the marqueſs laugh: ſhe does no- 
thing but laugh at thoſe things, and gives herſelf no other 
concern about them; and as for the reſt, the more the king 
and the miniſters are exaſperated againſt that wicked nation, 
by their ſcurrilous abuſive writings, the better it will be: 
nothing therefore muſt be omitted: which gave Bertin a ſe- 
cret pleaſure, as no man under heaven has a more fixed and 
implacable averſion, even to the name of an Eng/i/hman, than 
himſelf. 


Thoſe ſpies above mentioned have no knowledge of, or 
correſpondence with each other, as I have been well aſſured, 
unleſs directed by their inſtructions to the contrary, on ſome 

extraordinary affairs and occaſions. When they have no other 
means to convey their intelligence, they ſend their letters by 
private hands to the French ambaſſador at the Hague, whence 

1 they 
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they are tranſmitted to Verſailles or the police, where they 
are compared, examined, and prepared to be laid before the 
miniſters, ſo far as they are material. They have another 
way of conveying their intelligence, which is by ſending their 
letters or packets by the ſervants of thoſe, who ſend them 
abroad to other courts, and who drop them in Holland, ac- 
cording to direction. Cyphers and fictitious names are much 


in uſe. 


Believe me, when I have the honour to tell you, that there 
is not a man or woman in a hundred of the French nation, 
that comes into England, who is not diſpoſed, by nature and 
inclination, to be more or leſs a ſpy; and who does not, on 
returning home to France, not only ridicule, and moſt un- 
gratefully deſpiſe and reflect on all the civilities, generoſity, 
kindneſs, and hoſpitality, they receive or meet with in this 
kingdom ; but alſo acquaint the miniſters or the police with 
any thing they learn or diſcover to the prejudice of this na- 
tion, if they had not an opportunity of making ſuch diſcovery 
known to the French agent at London, before their departure, 
or ſome particular reaſon for concealing it until their arrival 


in France. 


Such is the genius of that nation; which you will not ſo 
much wonder at, when you come to know, that this ſpirit 
of diſſimulation generally deſcends from many of the greateſt 
to the very loweſt of the people, even from father to ſon. 
There is not a common woman of the town, valet, lackey, 
or footman, at Paris (and of which there are many thou- 


ſands of both ſexes) but What are actual ſpies: they are ſub- 
ject 
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Ew the P olice, and (unfortunately for them) immediately 


under their inſpection and direction: they receive private 


rewards for every ſecret piece of intelligence they communi- 


cate to the miniſters, or lieutenant-general of the police, 
proportioned to the conſequences of their diſcoveries. 


Again, as all the unfortunate kept women at Paris pay to 


the inſpector of the police of the quarters, wherein they re- 
ſide, a yearly ſum, proportioned to what they get or receive 
by their wretched trade of proſtitution, thoſe miſerable per- 


ſons, under this heavy contribution and ſubjection, are very 


glad (though they were to receive no pecuniary reward, but 
merely for obtaining favour) of any opportunity of obliging 


thoſe harpies, who often pocket more than half their recom- 


pences, in diſcovering what they can hear, ſee, or learn, 


eſpecially if it relates to the Engliſb: for theſe inſpectors, 


in caſe of finding out that theſe creatures conceal any thing 
from them, without much ceremony, or ſuffering a word of 
reply, would make no difficulty to ſend them in a hurry to 
improve the hemp manufacture, in places allotted for that 


purpoſe. 


An Engliſh gentleman, therefore, going to Paris, cannot 
be too careful in all his words and actions, or even in his 


moſt trifling affairs, eſpecially where he is obliged to have 
French ſervants : nor can he be too much on his guard, 
where he has any intercourſe with the female ſex : for, not- 


withſtanding all the obligations a man can or may load them 


with, or all the oaths, vows, and profeſſions of love, friend- 


ſhip, attachment, and ſincerity, they make for his perſon and 
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intereſts, of which no people under the ſen are ſo Javiſh,as the, 
French ; yet are his words, actions, and motions, ſtrictly watched, 


14 1 124 * 


and obſerved by them, and 'the knowledge of all conyeyed. to the 
police; and this they do without t being perceived or ſuſpected. 
by the perſon they intend to injure ; even the perſons them 
ſelves, in whoſe houſe he lodges, purſue the ſame ſteps, and 
give intelligence to the inſpector once a month, or oftener, 
of all he knows concerning his lodger. Thoſe who keep 
public hötels or lodgings. have all double keys to the cham- 
bers, cloſets, drawers, cheſts, or cabinets, in the ſeveral 
apartments which they let out to lodgers; and in the ab- 
ſence of the lodger, eſpecially. if a foreigner, or foreign fa _ 
mily, are at liberty to examine, inſpect, and v ſit every thing 
contained there; by which many ſtrangers haye met with 
conſiderable lofles, without remedy or redreſs, as thoſe kind 
of people are never unprorided with artful reaſons and falſe 
pretexts, which a man, who does not. ſpeak. the language 
well, can ſcarcely ever detect, ſo as to obtain "fatisfaQion « or 


reparation for his loſſes. 


I ſhould not have dwelt fo long on this matter, if 1 had 
not thought it abſolutely neceſſary to precaution thoſe, whom 
buſineſs, pleaſure, or curioſity, may lead or invite, to that 
great city, and to advertiſe them againſt 1 the hidden rocks 
and dangers, which lie concealed under that ſmooth and 
pleaſing ſurface, which too oft. deceives us, and terminates , 


in our ruin, | 
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LETTER TA PORTIET AH. 


1 NABLE to obtain from Monſieur S. Florentin or Ber- 

tin the payment of what was due to me, I intimated 
this injuſtice to the duke de Chor/erul, by letter one morning 
at ur alle, who did me the honour to promiſe, that he 
would ſee that juſtice ſhould be done me in this affair. 


And I muſt here do his lordſhip juſtice, which 1s frankly to 


own, that I believe it was at that time his full intention to 


direct the payment of my demand, and remove all cauſe of 


my complaints on that head; as well for the honour of his 
ſovereign, as for that of his own adminiſtration. I likewiſe 
have reaſon to believe, that he mentioned the buſineſs to 
thoſe he thought it moſt concerned; but as I returned to 
Paris in two or three days after, J did not at that juncture 
farther importune him. I knew the old leven remained in 
Bertin's breaſt, and I only waited an opportunity to ſee him 
removed, Which Was every day expected, and that Mr. S- 
Joette would have been reſtored to his charge of comptroller- 
general, and marſhal Thomond's coming to town, Who was 
then gone to his government at Montpellier, and ſoon ex- 
pected at Verſailles, in order to renew my demand, with 
more probability of ſucceſs; on payment of which, Ty was 
determined: to leave France, and return home. 


About ten days after my return to Paris, kk i in the 
garden of Luxemburgh: with-a:gentleman, who had been en- 
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1 
voy in Italy, and was then in much eſteem with the duke ge 
 Choiſerul; I was juſt beginning to ſpeak to him of my affair, 
in order to get him to put the duke in mind of my demand, 
when we met Bubot, who joined us, and put an.end to my 
deſign. He told me, that he wanted to ſpeak to me on a 


— 


particular affair, deſired my en to er and then 


parted. 


Coming into Bubot's apartment, I found three gentlemen, 
one of whom ] ſoon diſcovered to be a Spaniſh Jeſuit, a man 
of great learning and politeneſs ; which is nothing extraor- 
dinary amongſt thoſe of that ſociety. I was ſurpriſed, how- 
ever, to find one of that order at this table ; and immediately 
ſuppoſed, that as there are ſo many ſchemes continually on 
foot at this court, that this reverend father might have been 
brought here on ſome of them, and Here to be inſtructed 
and documentized by Bubot, in whatever buſineſs he, per- 
haps, might be employed, according to the miniſter's leſ- 
ſons ; conſidering it hard to condemn ſuch a numerous body 


of men, the moſt learned and the moſt uſeful of any to be 
found in the church of Rome ; who, from their great and 


many uſeful diſcoveries in phyſic, their compoſitions in me- 
dicines, drugs, and other things of that nature, for the pre- 
ſervation of life ; who, for their works in hiſtory, mathema- 
tics, philoſophy, and every branch of learning, have laid 
mankind under the higheſt obligations ; who have too much 
ſenſe to be real papiſts; who conſider, and only make uſe of 
popery, as jugglers do the goblets, to anſwer their own pur- 
Poſes over the ignorant; who admire the Engh/h laws, and 
who have ſhewn themſelves enemies to the pretender and his 

deſigns ; 
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deſigns: I ſay, that it would be unjuſt to condemn a num 


ber for the faults, or ſuppoſed faults, of a few; and that a 


man might as well condemn and diſhonour the whole corps 


of an army, as cowards, knaves, and poltroons, becauſe ſome 
particulars had behaved ill in action, or deſerted their co- 
lours. Hence I concluded, that this reverend diſciple of 


Ignatius de Loyola might be as enterprizing, courageous, and 


bold, as his patron and founder had ever been, in his military 
capacity ; and that he might be then in favour with the mi- 
-niſter, and intended for ſome affair extraordinary, otherwiſe 
he would not have been at dinner with Byuhot, who, no doubt, 


charged the miniſter handſomely for this entertainment. 


In which affair, whatever it might be, I ſometimes thought 
the grave Spaniſh prieſt might in the end prove too cunning 
for the gay French miniſter. I likewiſe expected every mo- 
ment to hear ſomething ſaid to me in particular, during our 
. converſation at this entertainment; but nothing of that kind 
happened. After dining and drinking chearfully, the com- 
pany gone, Bubot and I retired to another room: he aſked 
me an account of my cloaths, linen, ſtockings, &c. in ſhort, 
a whole ſtate of my wardrobe ; which I gave him. He then 


deſired to ſee me in a day or two. 


Having called upon him according to appointment, not 


_ doubting but that he had received orders from the duke de 
.Choyeiul to pay me, and that I was then going to receive the 
money I had ſo long .waited for, which J expected would 


have been pretty conſiderable, I was more ſurprized, than at 


any thing I had before met with in all theſe proceedings, 
when he told me with an air of the greateſt importance, that 


the 


17 7] 

the duke de Choiſeiul was highly exaſperated and offended at 
me, and that he would not ſuffer. me to ſtay any longer in 
France; and that I muſt leave the kingdom in a few days. 
J anſwered and ſaid, that indeed, as the truth really was, 
I had never, directly nor indirectly, diſobliged or offended 
the duke, or any perſon whomſoever, ſince I came into 
France; that I had never ſpoke againſt the king or govern- 
ment; that I frequented neither taverns nor coffee-houſes ; 
that J had no quarrels, or any diſpute or difference, with man 
or woman, young or old; or any dangerous or ſuſpicious 
connections. How then could I offend the duke? and per- 

ſiſting that my conduct being | irreproachable, I expreſſed 
great concern that the duke ſhould be miſinformed of my 
conduct, and offended without a cauſe: therefore, as I knew 
myſelf innocent and blameleſs, I hoped: he would order me my 
money: and declared that I would leave France in twenty-four 
hours. Bubot replied, As to money, he knew nothing about 
it; but he believed it would be beſt for me to apply in that 
reſpect to Monſieur de Sartine, then lieutenant- general of the 
police. He then told me, he was ordered by the duke to 
deliver me the paſſport, ſigned by the king and duke de 
Choiſciul, which he took out of his pocket, and gave me; 
which is in the following words, and ſtill in my hands. 


« DE PAR LE ROY. 


A tous gouverneurs et nos lieutenans generaux de nos 

*« provinces et .armees, gouverneurs particulaires et com- 
* mandans de nos villes, places, et troupes, et à tous autres 
* nos officiers et ſujets qu'il. appartiendra, ſalut. Nous vou- 
« lons et nous mandons tres: expreflement, que vous ayez à 
« laiſſer 


e 


711 
ce Iaiſſer ſurement et librement paſſer le Sieur Mac Alle fer 
«-allant: en Hallande, ſans lui donner, ni ſouffrir qu'il lui ſoit 
« donner aucun empechement, mais, au contraire, toute l'aide 
e aſſiſtance dont il aura beſoin. Le preſent. paſſe-port vala- - 
ble pour un mois ſeulement ; car tel eſt notre plaiſir. 


« Donne a Verſailles, le vingt Auril, 1760. 
« LOUIS;. 


(L. S Y | oh Par le Roy, 
Gratis, « LE Duc DE CHoisEIUL,” 


The above paſſport, tranſlated, is as follows : 
« IN; THE KING'S NAME. 


e To all. governors and our lieutenants: general of our pro- 
e Hinces and armies, particular governors - and commanders. - 
of our cities, places, and troops, and to all other our of- 
e ficers/and ſubjects, to whom it appertains, greeting. We 
« will and command you moſt expreſsly, that ye let paſs 


« ſafely and freely Mr. Mac. Allgſter, in his road to Holland, 


« without doing, or ſuffering any thing to be done, to ob- 
« ſtruc; him, but, on the contrary, to give him all the aid 


« and aſſiſtance he ſhall have occaſion for. This preſent 


cc pafſport to continue in force for a month only; for ſuch - 
« is our — Given at V hill, the 2oth of April, 


1760. 


„LOUIS. 
(L. 8.) . . By the King, 
Without fes. % DPKE DE CgolsE IVI.“ 
L. 
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I could not conceive the reaſon of this proceeding, and "TY 
den order; but my apprehenſions were, that it was a trick 


to ſtop my mouth, and to get rid of me, without paying me, 


by ſending me out of the kingdom, leſt I ſhould further tor- 
ment them with my importunities, or apply to the king in 


perſon : I, therefore, went to Monſ. Sartine the next after- 


noon ; and, on entering the houſe, he was the firſt and only 
perſon I met : he was coming out of his cabinet to go up 
ſtairs; and the ſervants out of the way, I told him I had re- 


ceived ſuch paſſport, which I ſhewed him, and related what 


had paſſed between me and Bubot. This was the firſt time 
I had ever ſeen Sartine. I likewiſe told him, that 1 was 
long ſince tired of Paris, and that, as the duke de Chorſeru! 
had promiſed me to do me juſtice, which I underſtood was 
to order me the payment of what was due to me, I hoped 
he would think it juſt that I ſhould have this money before 


I went, and that I would not ſtay in Paris three hours after 
it was paid me; that it was a fair and juſt demand, which 


his predeceſſor had promiſed in the king's name to ſatisfy, 
and therefore hoped the miniſter would not give me cauſe 
to make my complaint, in another country, of ſuch an in- 
juſtice done me in France, after I was gone from thence. 


De Sartine told me, he was to go in two days to Yer/a:lles, 
and was to be with the duke on buſineſs; that he ſhould not 
return, he believed, till Taęſday; but at all events deſired me 
to call upon him on that day, about five o'clock in the after- 
noon ; which I did. At this interview he told me, the duke 
had only ſaid I need not go; that I might make myſelf eaſy. 


I underſtood not this: I underſtood not theſe words, I need 
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nor go: I did not aſk to ſtay; I wanted to go; but I wanted” 


my money firſt. I then aſked him, if he had ſaid any thing 
about the money? he faid, he had not time to talk much 
to him, and bid me have patience. I thought this very ex- 
traordinary, though nothing new, and believed it was one 


of the former tricks: yet I hoped that the money might be 


ordered the next time Monſ. de Sartine went to Verſailles. 


Having waited till the week the paſſport was to expire, 
without hearing any thing from the miniſter, I went to 
Monſ. de Sartine, and told him, the paſſport would ſoon 
expire ; begged him to ſpeak to the duke, that I might have 


the money; for that I muſt ſet out; and hoped he would 


get my buſineſs diſpatched, that I might not have occaſion 
to trouble the duke or him any more. De Sartme anſwered 
me, ſaying, that I need not trouble myſelf about the paſſ- 
port, or about going ; it would be the fame thing : the duke 
was as well pleated at my ſtaying ; and that, when he ſaw 
him next, he would ſpeak to him about the money, which, 


from ſuch a mighty ſovereign and generous miniſter, I 


thought, could not amount to leſs than ſome thouſand 
pounds : in England it would have amounted to many, upon 


an action of falſe impriſonment, for ſo long a time as I was, 


by the name of Polp Grandville, unjuſtly and falſely ſhut 


up and imprifoned in Bicetre, for the king's ſervice, as it was 


ſuppoſed and pretended, and as before ſet forth. The paſi- 
port at laſt expired, and nothing done. I then went and 
returned it to Monſ. de Sartine, and begged he would get 
me another, and requeſted him to get the duke to put an 
end to the affair, and to let me have my money, that I might 
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return home; which de Sartre promiſed to do. As de Sar= 
Fine is an affable good-natured man, I did not doubt but he 
would bring matters about by degrees, and that I ſhould in 
the end get paid. When I gave the paſſport to him, which 
was a week after it expired, he deſired that I would take it 
again, and give it to Bubot. I gave it accordingly, believing 
he would take it to Verſailles, and bring me another; and on 
going a few days after to Monſ. de Sartine, to know if the 
paſſport was brought there, and if any ſum had been ordered, 

Monſ. de Sartine not being at home, I went up ſtairs to the 


old Cerberus, Duval, to aſk him, if he had heard any thing 
of it? This was the firſt time I had ſeen him ſince we quar- 
relled, on my refuſing to ſign the receipt; and many months 
were ſince expired. He told me, that neither he nor Monſ. 
de Sartine had received any new paſſport for-me from the 
duke; that he had received the other from Bubot, which I 


had given him as being expired ; but that he had not wrote 
for another ; that I muſt be content for a while ; and that I 
would have been paid by Monſieur Ie comte d Afry at the 
Hague, if I had gone there, and been well contented. I 


ſuſpected they had ſome particular deſign in ſending me to 


the Hague, and I was reſolved to have nothing to do with 


them, as you will ſee in the ſequel of this political perfidious 


treatment, mentioned in the following letters. 


Some few days after, I met Bubot, who told me, that the 
duke continued very angry with me, and would never ſuffer 
me to come into his preſence. I thought this very droll 


from Bubot, that a man ſhould be angry with another, who 


had never offended him, unleſs for aſking to be paid a juſt 


debt, 
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debt, which was, I thought, ſomewhat uncommon, and in- 
conſiſtent with the character of a duke. The money was 
not to come out of his pocket. In ſuch circumſtances, I 
believed I had nothing to fear from his anger, nor from his 
power. I had before obſerved the weakneſs and i ignorance of 
ſome men, who, when in authority, make it a crime for a 
9 man to think contrary to their wiſhes; who vainly imagine, 
= that on entering into poſts of honour and profit, their own 
talents increaſe with their wealth and power; and that they 
may trample on the ſenſes of thoſe they leave behind: that 
no man has a right to ſpeak or think contrary to their ſen- 
timents or inclinations, or to make a demand at court, how- 
ever juſt or reaſonable, and nowiſe a charge or expence on 
them, if they, from pride or caprice, think fit to oppoſe it ; 
whilſt they themſelves are heaping up riches, which they 
have neither earned nor merited ; perhaps to the ruin of a 
nation, and the diſtreſſing of honeſt men; who, like locuſts, 
waſps, and other inſets, feed on the honey the induſtrious 
bee has with toil and labour collected. Believing, however, 
the duke de Choiſeiul not to be of this got or way of think- 
ing, notwithſtanding what Buhot had ſaid, I concluded to 
go in a few days (it being now the month of June to Ver- 
| ſailles, and not to leave it till I had obtained both my money, 
and a paſſport to return to England. The ſeveral particulars 
which followed, as the conſequences of this refolution, I 


hall give in another letter. 
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LETTER Tus FORTY-FIRST. 


PURSUING the intention mentioned in my laſt letter, 
I went to Verſailles in the beginning of June, where I 


Raid till September following, except at chance times, that I 


went to St. Germain. The day of my arrival, I had the ho- 


nour to ſee the duke by accident, ſtanding at one of the 
windows of his apartment, talking with a gentleman ; and 


the evening following I went to Mr. Goudin, his firſt ſecre- 


tary, and fat with him a conſiderable time. I expected to 


have found in this gentteman ſome ſparks or ſymptoms of 
the duke's groundleſs anger and diſlike to me, at this inter- 
view ; but, on the contrary, to my ſurpriſe, I met with no- 
thing but politeneſs, civility, and friendſhip, from him; which 
induced me to believe, that all that Bubot had ſaid to me 


about him, was falſe, or that he had faid it on purpoſe to try 


my temper. 


I entered on my affair with Goudin, and told him how 
long I had been amuſed with promiſes and aſſurances of 


payment, and begged the favour of him to ſpeak to the duke 


to put an end to my demand, and to let me go home. I 
found by him that the duke had ſeen me. I forgot to men- 
tion, that in the afternoon, as I paſſed by the front door of 
the duke's apartment to the court, his Sw/s ran to me, and 
told me, that he believed, by the deſcription given of me, 


I was ſuch a perſon ; to which I anſwered, he was not miſ- 


taken, 
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taken. My lord, Sir, replied he, ordered me, if ! mould ſee 
you paſs this way, to deſire you to go to Mr. Goudin; which 


was the reaſon of my going to him that evening. After I 


had faid all I thought neceſſary to this gentleman on the 
object of my complaint, he promiſed to lay hold of the firſt 
favourable opportunity, which he ſaid might be in a few days, 
and that he would not fail to put him in mind of my affair: 
but at preſent, ſaid he, it is impoſſible to ſpeak to him, he 


is ſo much hurried with buſineſs. When I carry papers to 


him to ſign, continues he, I can't open my lips to him, was 
it on an affair which concerned myſelf. From which 1 
feared and believed, that my attendance would be longer 
than I expected: requeſting him, however, not to forget me, 


I took my leave, and went away. 


Foreſeeing ſuch delay, and knowing the impatience 'and . 


uneaſineſs my friend Lewzs would be under, to hear of my 
ſucceſs, I wrote to him to come to Verſailles to me: in con- 
ſequence of which, he came to me a few days after. My 
applications were renewed from time to time, which were 
anſwered with the like promiſes as before; and patience was 
ſtrongly recommended; but patience being exhauſted, I went 
one Sunday afternoon to wait on the duke, in order to ſpeak 


to him; and on entering the hall, I met him there, with 


three or four gentlemen attending, amongſt whom was Maſ- 
ter Jemmy Dun, whom I have formerly mentioned, for his 
extraordinary conduct at Bret. I paid my reſpects to the 
duke, and began to repreſent : he ſeemed to be angry at my 
importuning him; and on ſomething I ſaid, which he did 


not like, he told me, if I did not hold my tongue, or leave 


off, 
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off, he would ſend me to the Baſtile, I told his lordſhip, I 
was not afraid of the Baſtile; for I had done nothing to de- 
ferye it; and that it would be better to fend me home. 


: The Sunday following, I met Monſ. de Sartine, as he was 


crofling the court in his chaiſe, going from $z. Florentin's to 
the duke, and told him what the duke had ſaid to me, and 
how he had threatened me. He deſired me to be eaſy: I 
am going to the duke, i ſaid he, and will ſpeak to him, and 
will meet you at Monſ. Sr. Florentin's at ſeven o'clock this 
evening ; but I did not ſee him till next morning, and then 
I found him juſt getting out of bed. I ſtaid with him until 


he was dreſſed; and going out to take leave of the miniſter, 
and return to Paris, he told me on this occaſion, that he had 


ſpoke to the duke; that he was a good-natured man, tho' a 
little warm; that I was in the wrong to ſpeak to him about 
affairs of that nature. before people; but that it was all over, 
and that he would ſee me the Sunday following, at his arrival 
from Paris; ; wherein he failed not, and then paid me ſome 
money, towards defraying my expences at Verſaillet; which 


I thought a good omen, and that my demand was going to 


be ſettled. He told me at the ſame time, that there. was no 
money to be got. That the finances were very low, I knew 
from ſeveral; and that numbers of the court were in the 
greateſt diſtreſs for money; the whole finances of the king- 
dom being in a manner ſwallowed up by the loſſes, een 
and misfortunes af a moſt deltructwe Wark: 5 


All this did not prevent me from ate dice. 
tions at times to the duke, On my going another afternoon 
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to ſeek an opportunity to ſpeak to him, - he was deſcending A 
flight of ſtone ſtairs, of about ten or a dozen ſteps, to come 
from the door of his apartment or buildings to the pave- 
ment, where his chair ſtood, to go into it, in order to go to 
council, or to wait on the king: he did me the honour to 
leave the chair to be carried after him, and walked with me 
acroſs the courts, talking to me with all the good humour 
that one could wiſh to find in a particular intimate friend, 
till we came to the foot of the great ſtairs going to the grand 
gallery; at which place J left him. The eyes of the people 
were upon us; and he was pleaſed at this time to tell me, 
he would ſettle my affair in a few days with marſhal Belle- 
e, who had often promiſed me the fame thing; ſometimes 
laying, it was not his affair, but that he would inquire into 
it, and give orders about it: at other times, that he would 
order it to be made an end of in two or three days, by ſpeak- 
ing to St. Florentin and Bertin. 


On an afternoon, that I was going into the gardens, and 
Levis with me, the duke met me, and gave me a nod; then 
aſked me, who the perſon was that was with me? I told his 
lordſhip, he was a gentleman, a particular friend of mine, 
and as honeſt a man as any in France; that he had nothing 
to do in any affairs; that he lived on his own fortune, and 
waited only for me to return together to Eng/and. The duke 
knew this, as well as I did myſelf: notwithſtanding which, 
the duke ſome time after did me the honour to call to me, 
as we happened accidentally to be going up the great ſtairs 
together to the grand gallery ; and ſeeing Lewis after me, he 
ſaid, what is this man doing here? he is ever after you, in 
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the gardens, gallery, the courts, every where. I made his 
| lordſhip much the ſame anſwer as before; adding, that it 
was my fault; for that I had told him, I was pretty ſure I 
ſhould get my affair ſettled, and that we ſhould ſoon ſet out 
for London. Lewis, however, in a few days after, went and 
| lodged at Sz. Germain; fatal St. Germain to him. 1 


Coming out ſome time after from the grand couvert {the 


king ſupping in public one night about ten o'clock, at the 


folding doors, which opens into the grand gallery, the duke 
happening to come out at the ſame juncture with me, did me 


the honour to walk with me to the end, and then we turned 
to the right, and continued our walk till we came to the 


private ſtairs, which deſcended to the apartments of the late 


madame Pompadour. In this walk I renewed my entreaties 


to his lordſhip, of putting an end to my demand, and of or- 


. dering a paſſport for Leuis and me to return. I repreſented 
to him the injury and injuſtice done me for the ſervice I was 


employed in (though before* his time) and in not finiſhing 
my affair; the delays I had met with, and the conſtant ex- 


pence I was under. His lordſhip heard me with great pa- 


tience, good nature, and temper ; and told me, he had been 
full of buſineſs; but that as ſoon as he had a little time, he 
would ſettle and put an end to it, which he hoped to have 
leiſure to do in a few days; and at parting told me, to go 


to Goudin on the Tueſday morning following: this was, I 


think, on a Sunday night: then turning about, after we 
had parted, he called me to come to him, and told me not 


to go to Goudin till Friday morning, by which time he would 


give his orders to him, In this long walk we did not meet 
one 
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one perſon to interrupt us; the gallery being free from all 
ſort of company, every thing quiet and ſilent: and having, 
I may ſay, his lordſhip ſo long to myſelf, I flattered myſelf, 
that the buſineſs was as good as half done, as he could not, 
I imagined, forget it. 


Anxious for Friday morning, I went that day, about ten 
in the forenoon, to Goudin's office, in the duke's apartment, 
and found him. I told him, I was come to him by the duke's 


order, and mentioned what his lordſhip had been pleaſed to 


ſay to me on Sunday night. Goudin told me, that the duke 
had not faid one word to him about me; at which I was fo 
ſurpriſed, that I looked, I believe, like one ſuddenly ſtupi- 


fied, or thunder- ſtrucx. I could ſcarce recover myſelf; and 


| when I did, could only with difficulty contain myſelf at the 


diſappointment. But, continues Goudin, he was going to 
ſay ſomething about you to me a day or two ago, if he had 
not been interrupted ; and then it went out of his head. I 
did not dare to fay any thing more at this time, but to deſire 
him to put the duke in mind of my requeſts, and of what 
he had been pleaſed to promiſe me, coming from the grand 


_ couvert ; which you will eafily believe he readily promiſed 


to do. Marſhal Thomond was arrived at court from his go- 
vernment, and I was reſolved to acquaint him with theſe 
particulars, and to pray him to uſe his intereſt with the mi— 


niſter to procure me my payment and paſſport; though I 


was ſorry to requeſt of him the moſt difagreeable taſk I could 
deſire of him, which was that of ſpeaking to Bertin; a man, 


whom, I had great reaſon to believe, he deſpiſcd. Never- 


theleſs, as I knew the marſhal had great frienaſhip for me, 
Vor. II. 3 and 


1 

and that I had the honour to ſhare in a part of his affection, 
neceſſity forcing the barrier, of what I apprehended was diſ- 
cretion and prudence, not to make ſuch a requeſt, IT was at ' 
laſt obliged to pray his lordſhip to ſpeak to the duke de Chor- 
ſerul and to Bertin, and to tell them, if they did not think 9 
proper to pay me, that I would drop my demand as to the S 
money, and confine it purely and ſimply to that of my paſſ- 2 
port, ſo that I might return to England. This laſt propoſal 

ſeemed lo reaſonable, that the marſhal promiſed me to men-- 

tion it to them: and in a few days after, when I had the. 

Honour to wait on the marſhal, he told me, he had ſpoke W | 
to the duke and Goudin ſeparately, and believed what I had 2 
defired would be complied with; and thought it extraordi- 1 
nary, if refuſed. I met the duke ſoon after, and had the 
honour to tell him my requeſt, as the marſhal had mention 
ed it, of mx aſking only the paſſport; on which he deſired 
me to go to Gaudin. On meeting this gentleman, and rela- 
ting to him the requeſt above mentioned, and telling him 
that I would not inſiſt longer on my demand, touching my 
money, he told me, I muſt then apply to Mr. de Sartine, by 
the duke's directions: purſuant to which direction, I wrote. - 
to Mr. de Sartine at Paris; for J would not wait for his = 

coming to Verſailles. In this letter I obſerved how cruel it 
was to keep me ſo long in ſuſpence, and that I was in great 
want of money; but that I was ſtill in greater want of re- 
turning home: that I was then going to Sr. Germain (four 
miles only from Yer/ailles} to prepare my friend Lewis for 
his departure; that T was directed by the duke to apply to 
him for the neceſſary paſſport only, and prayed him to do me 
the honour to ſend it to me, that my friend and I might ſet 

| | | out 
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1 | 
out together, I forgot to mention, that the Senday prece- / 
ding, he had given me again nt to Pay off my expences 
at Verſailles, 


On writing this letter to Mr. de 3 he was pleaſed 
to write me the following letter, and to ſend it to me at 5. 


Germain s, which I here give you word for word, as wrote 


by him, 
A * 30 Aout, 1760. 


* Je vous envoy, Monſieur, votre paſſe port, que vous 
„m' avez demande par votre lettre du 26. Je ſuis touche 
0 de votre ctat mais, je n'y puis apporter de remede, et ne 


66 comptes plus que je puiſſe vous envoyer de Fargent a 1a 
* yenir, mes fonds etant bornes, et tous deſtines a des par- 
:66 ties prenantes, N . 


* Te ſuis PETS ry a Monſieur, 


6 Votre tres humble ſerviteur, 


4 A Monſieur Monſieur Mac- << DE SARTINE.“ 
& Allefter, à St. Germain. 


In Exgh ;/h thus tranſlated. 


Paris, zoth of Auguſt, 5 


« ] ſend you, Sir, your paſſport, which you have demand- 
« ed from me. I am touched with the caſe, but cannot ap- 


6c ply t to it any remedy, and do not count that I can ſend you 
L 2 & for 


84 ] 


« for the time to come any money, my funds being limited 
« and deſtined to the + parties who take them. 


"I am ſincerely, Sir, 
Vour moſt humble ſervant, 
“ To Mr. Mac Alteſter 


« at Sf. Germain. 


This letter and paſſport are ſtill in my hands, and the 
letter will be more clearly explained to you by what fol- 


los. | 


«© DE SARTINE.. 


LETTER TRE FORTY-SECOND: 


N O ſooner bad I received from Monſieur de Sartine his 


vague letter, which I inſtantly read' with the paſſport, 


but my heart ſwelled with indignation at the falſhood and 
impoſing artifice which that letter contains: particularly in 


the paragraph which intimates, that he is ſorry for my want 
of money, and ſays, that for the future I muſt not count 
that he can ſend me any. I knew I never aſked him for any. 
= : nor 


ITS —_—_ 1. 


+ The parties who take them: theſe I ſuppoſed. to be the ſpies, of which the 


number, as I ſaid before, is incredible, and of all profeſſions ; as well of the church 


amoregſt the popiſh prieſts and abbees, as of the law, and officers of the army, 
ladies, Oc. Sc. all paid by the police. 


3 . 
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nor never expected any from him, or out of his funds, as he 

calls them; having never had, directly or indirectly, any 

connection, and but a ſuperficial acquaintance with him, and 
that only from April before; and therefore no pretenſion to 
make any demand on him for money: what I wanted was 

the money due to me from the king, or on his account, 
which I expected ſhould, and ought (ſince Bertin did not pay : 
it) to be paid by an order from the duke de CHoiſeiul, for the 

reaſons herein after ſpeciſied; for obtaining which order 
alone, I thought de Sartine might have been of ſervice to me, 
as he was every Sunday on the public buſineſs of his office or 

department, perſonally with the duke; by which he could 
not fail of meeting many opportunities of reminding him of 

1 my demands, if he pleaſed to make uſe of them for that pur- 
4 poſe :. nor did I ever require any favour from the duke him- 
4 ſelf: I required from him only common juſtice, to ſign an- 
order for my being paid what was my due, and to. order me 

a proper paſſport, which I did not think a favour. Hence I 

could not help thinking de Sartine's letter ſomewhat extraordi- 

nary and. inconſiſtent; and that it was not much to the honour 

of the king, or to the credit and reputation of the duke, or 

de Sartine, to neglect the modeſt requeſts I reſpectively made 


them on that head. 


KB De Sartine was ſo little acquainted with me, that he knew 
b not that he had one to deal with, whoſe ſentiments of honour 
3 and probity were not interior to thoſe of any of his acquain- 
tance, let his circumſtances be great or ſmall. There are a ſet 
L of beings, little deſerving the name of men, who, being raiſed 
& - to preferment, make wealth and power more the objects 


of: 


: 
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ef their care, than the duty of office, or the ſervice of the king ar 
the public; to enrich themſelves and their families, and op- 
preſs others, is their only views. This ſpecies of land pirates 
have always one predominant diſpoſition, which is, to let no 
man thrive or proſper but themſelves, if they can prevent it; 
making it a kind of merit to oppoſe or defeat the juſt preten- 
fions and demands of honeſt men, by any pretext or excuſe 
whatſoever. They are well paid however themſelves, or pay 
themſelves well, by fleecing the public for pretended ſervices, 
which they never rendered either to king or country; ſer- 
vices which have been the work and labours of better hands 
and heads, which they were never able, by their own abili- 
ties, to project or perform : the honour and profit of which 
they have the modeſty to place to their own account, and ge- 
nerally without any regard or feeling for thoſe who have 
really done great ſervices : but this is the ſcandalous practice, 
and theſe the infamous politics of low, avaricious, ignorant 
blunderers only; who oppreſs and ſtrip the deſerving, to gild 
and dreſs their own deformities, whilſt the wiſe, the prudent 
miniſter, whoſe ſervices for his king and for his country, 
will for ever ſhine in the annals of time, as bright and un- 
ſpotted as ſtars in the firmament, deſpiſes and abhors ſuch 
low, ſuch baſe, ſuch ungrateful practices and conduct; who 
generouſly and liberally rewards the ſervices of the ſtate, well 
knowing, from the beſt ſyſtems of politics, that he who 
ſerves the ſtate ſhould never be abandoned, and that nothing 
of importance can, in that reſpe&, ſcarcely ever be too well 
rewarded. Does not he then, who robs a man of the recom- 
pence and merit due to his ſervice, act upon worſe principles 
than a highwayman or thief? This wretch injures but one 

LU | or 
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or two, perhaps, in private property, for which he common- 
ly pays very dear; whilſt the other, with impunity, diſ- 


honours the ſovereign, diſcourages future ſervices, injures the 
nation, and robs the public ef thoſe advantages, which ſhe 
may daily ſtand in need of, for the preſervation and ſecurity 
of king and people againſt the deſigns of the enemy. Can 
any man doubt but that he who would be guilty of ſuch 
a crime, would alſo be guilty of robbing on the highway, 
if driven to neceſſity? Such vile actions are beneath an 
honeſt man, and can only be tranſacted by a knave and a 


coward. 


Looking over the paſſport which de Sartine was ſo con- 


deſcending to give himſelf the trouble to ſend me, with ſuch 


uncommon expedition (though full of reſentment, I own I 
eould not help ſmiling, as I believe you and the public may 


do) at the trick wrapt up in that miniſterial impoſition, 


tranſmitted in this letter, when it comes to be related. 


I determined. to write another letter to de Sartine con- 
cerning this paſſport, which otherwiſe neceſſity would have 


obliged me to have done, though not fo ſoon. I ſo far pe- 


netrated into his and the duke's politics, with reſpe& to my- 


ſelf, by the purport of his letter, and the paſſport that ac- 
companied it, that I clearly ſaw, that the maniſters wanted 
me to ſtay, and were, by a low and ſhameful artifice, play- 
ing me off, whilſt I endeavoured as much as poſſible to be 
gone. I ſaw that they were afraid to let me go, and that 


they wanted to hold me in a ſtate of dependence, or expec- 


tation of being paid for the ſervice I was employed in, by 
deceiving 
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Seng and amuſing me; which I was determined, if poſ- 
ible, not to ſubmit to any longer. I had now more reaſon 


to conclude than ever, that the duke de Chor tferul”'s pretended 


anger to me, and the pretences of Bubat on that ſubject, 


were ſpecimens of Berrier's political behaviour to Thurot, or 


of ſomething that ſtrongly reſembled it. I found, that the 
paſiport for my leaving France, and going to Holland, was 
a miniſterial ſcheme for ſome deſign or project of their own, 
which I would not enter into, or ever defire to know. I 
knew the king and his miniſters (though I had in my pocket 
his permiſſion to ſtay in France, and had never done any thing 


to forfeit it) might do as they pleaſed ; and that they had a 


right, TI muſt ſuppoſe, to ſend me out of his kingdom, or 
any other foreigner; but none to ſend me in particular to 


Holland, any more than to Jericho, or Feruſalem. I had 


all the reaſon to ſuſpect, that demanding my money and paſſ- 
port to return home, had ſet them on their metal, and I ſup- 
poſed might have angered them 'a little againſt me; at that 
juncture. I was not inſenſible, that my perſiſting at this 
time to have a new paſſport, with what I had ſaid touching 
my money, did not fail to rouze them, as well as to give me 
ſome concern and ſurpriſe in the progreſſion of theſe affairs. 
But, pray, will you not ſhare in the ſurpriſe, and will you 
not concur in my ideas and opinion of the folly and pre- 
ſumption of men, in endeavouring, from the ill application 
of power, to impoſe on the ſenſes and underſtanding of others, 
as I have above hinted, when you find, that the paſſport ſent 
me by de Sartine, and mentioned in his letter of that day, 
was the very identical old paſſport, of the 20th of April 
preceding, in force only ſor one month from the date, for 

2 my 


7:0 
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my. going to Holland; ; and which was expired three months 


and ten days, when he incloſed it to me; the very numeri- 
cal paſſport, which that letter Bubot had returned to 4 
Sartine or Duval, after Thad given it to him in the latter 
end of May, in order, as I imagined, to get me a new one 
from the-duke.ze:Chorerul ; but which was now returned to 
me, to impoſe on me as above. Surely, ſays i to myſelf, 
de Sartine imagines, I have neither the ſenſe of ſeeing or 


underſtanding, or that I dare not make uſe of either. How- 


ever, I was not ſorry at getting this paſſport again into my 
hands, to preſerve it ; which I have carefully done ever 


ſince, with the letter that conveyed it to me. 


Three or four days after the receipt of this droll letter and 
paſſport, I wrote de Sartine a ſhort letter, according to my 


former reſolution ; wherein I told him, I was ſurpriſed at 


receiving a paſſport from him, which had been fo long ex- 
pired, and, by conſequence, uſeleſs to me. I] ſuppoſed it to 
be a miſtake, I faid; for T would not appear to be too wiſe, 
or to know more than they would have me, at this juncture; 
and therefore only begged he would fend me a proper paſſ- 
port, with my friend Lewis's name inſerted therein, as well 
as mine. In anſwer to which, I received from Duval, his 
ſecretary, a letter addreſſed to me, at the White Cre/s at Ve.. 
ſailles, which is ſtill in my. hands, and is in the following 


words. 


Vol. II. 55 «A 


Lt 
cc A Paris, le 12 Sept. 1760, 


Phy 


«© MoNSIEUR, 


Le lieutenant general de police me charge de vous man- 
« der, Monſieur, que vous ayez a venir a Paris avec Mon- 
* ſieur Lewis votre amy, et que vous veniez tous deux en 

« ſemble lui parler. | 


« En m'acquitant des ordres du magiſtrat, je profitte de 
* cette occaſion pour vous dire que je ſuis fincerement, 
e MONSIEUR, © | 
« Votre tres humble, et 
« Tres obeiſſant ſerviteur, 
«« A Monſ. Monſ. Mac Allefter, e 
& 2 la Croix Blanc a Verſailles.” 


In Engh/h as follows. 


% Paris, 12th September, 1760. 
% 81A, 1 5 5 

The lieutenant- general of the police orders me to write 
4 to you to come to Paris with your friend Mr. Lewis, and 
« that you ſhould come both together to ſpeak to him. 


«Tn acquitting myſelf of the orders of the magiſtrate, 1 
« embrace this opportunity to tell you, that I am ſincerely, 
@ Oi, | 
„ Your moſt humble, and 
* Molt obedient ſervant, 


«© To Mr. Mac Alleſter, at the « Duval.” | 


« White Crojs at Verſailles,” 
2 —_— 2 When 
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When I had received and read this letter, I no longer 
doubted, but that my letter to de Sartine had had the defired 
effect; and that I ſhould have the pleaſure of a proper paſſ- 
port, and ſeeing an end to all my uneafineſs and apprehen- 
ſions; nor did I doubt of receiving a recompence for my 
ſervices, ſomewhat ſuitable to the crown and dignity of a 


great monarch : in a word, I concluded all was fettled, and 


that Lewis and I ſhould ſet out on our journey for England 
in two or three days, after our arrival at Paris: for the ac- 
compliſhing of which object, ſo dear to both, I went to Sr. 
Germain next day, and ſhewed Lewis the letter, who was 
much rejoiced at the good news we imagined it intended for 
us. But his fate, alas! poor man, had no ſuch happineſs 
in ſtore for him: his unhappy end was otherwiſe deter- 
mined ; of which Bubot and others n forgive them) were 
the cauſe. 


Immediately after dinner we took coach, and drove away 
to Paris. We quitted our coach at the door of de Sartine's 
hotel, and went to Duval's apartment, where I found him 
waiting; and telling him, that I had brought Mr. Lewis, 
purſuant to his letter, he deſired his ſon, a young ſecretary, 
and promiſing ſprig of that prolific root of iniquity (the po- 
lice) to conduct us to Mr. de Sartine, who, he pretended, 
had ſomething particular to ſay to me in private. We went 
into the great parlour in Mr. de Sartime's apartment, and 


waited a while, till the young ſecretary went to his maſter, 


to let him know that we were come. He ſoon returned 
with Mr. de Sartine's compliments, and to let me know he 
was engaged on private affairs with a biſhop (a common 

I-24 hackney 


98 J 


hackney excuſe with: ſeveral of thoſe gentlemen. at Paris, 


when they would avoid an interview) but that the duke de 


E42ijerut had fignified to him, that I ſhould: come ta town 


and ftay at Paris, until further orders from him. New _ 


amaſement! new conſternation! I wondered: that the duke 


did not ſignify this order to me himſelf at Venſaillles, or by 


Mr. Goudin, his ſecretary, Recovering myſelf a little from 
my conſternation, pray, Mr. Duval, faid I, is this all? All 
(anſwers le petit maitre that 1 know; at leaſt all that Mr. 
de Sartine ſaid to me. And pray, continued I, where is 
Mr. Lewis to go or ſtay? Where he will: he may return 
to his lodgings at Sf. Germain, if he pleaſes, replies the young 
ſcribe. And is this all? or is it for this that Mr. de Sartine 
defired I ſhould bring Lerois to town, to ſend him directly 
back? Tis very well, Sir, ſaid I; we muſt obey. And then 
we departed much diſcompoſed. I immediately took lodg- 
ings in the rue Tournon, facing the duke of Nivernois's h6- 
tel; and kept my friend with me about a fortnight, who 
then returned full of ſecret grief to his retreat at curſed $7. 
Germain. I promiſed to go to ſee him, and in a few days, 
if I heard nothing farther from the duke or de Sartine rela- 


tive to my demands and requeſts, to go or write once more 


to both. 


Fifteen days being now elapſed, without hearing a tittle 


from any of thoſe gentlemen, I wrote another letter to Mr. 
de Sartine, telling him how long I had waited, in expecta- 
tion of hearing from the duke or him, fince I came from Yer- 
_failles by his order; and that all I now defired was a proper 


_ paſſport for Lewis and myſelf, and hoped he would ſpeak to 


the 


207 


952 
the Duke on Sunday, when he went to Verſailles, in outs to 
get this paſſport for me; and to bring it with him to town, 
and to ſend it to me. Much ſooner than expected, I receiv- 
ed his anſwer to this letter, incloſed in another from Duval. 
which is likewiſe ſtill in my hands, and i in theſe words fol- 


lowing. 


— Paris, 24 Sept. 1760. 


« Monſieur ds Abit me charge de vous mandez, Mon- 
5e ſieur, qu'il arecù votre lettre d' hier, ou vous lui mandez de 
vous faire avoir un nouveau paſſe-port, le tems du premier 
cc etant expire ; ; et en meme tems de vous dire, que vous vous 
ce adrefliez en droiture, par une lettre a Monſieur le duc de 
* Choiſeiul, attendu qu'ayant ſollicitè ce miniſtre, pour vous 
* tollerer à Paris, dans le tems qui vouloit vous en eloigner, 

* il y avoit une bizarrerie de parler aujourdhui tout differe- 


t ment. 
cc 9 ſuis tres parfaitement, Monſieur, 


« Votre tres humble, et 
: | - © Tres obeiflant ſerviteur, 
« DuvaL.” 


Thus tranſlated. 
66 Paris, 24th September, 1760. 
Jam commanded by Mr. de Sartine, Sir, to acquaint 
* you, that he has received your letter of yeſterday, wherein 


“you defire that he would get you a new paſſport, the time 
« of the firſt being expired; and at the ſame time to tell 


* you, that you yourſelf ought to addreſs in the ordinary 
1 66 way, 


19% | 


ce way, by letter to the duke de CBoſeiul; for as he had ſolicited 


« that miniſter to let you ſtay at Paris, at the time he would 
« have ſent you away from thence, it would now be impo- 
« lite for him to talk at this time in a contrary manner. 


« am, moſt perfectly, Sir, 
« Your moſt humble, and 


« Moſt obedient ſervant, 


cc Doyar.” 


You ſee, and all the world may ſee, upon the face of theſe 
letters, the poor chicane and artifice made uſe of for refuſing 
me the money and paſſport, and what fome men are capable 
of writing and of doing. You may now allo ſee, that the duke 
de Choiſeiul's anger was political and pretended; or why did 
he not ſend me away the day or week the paſſport expired, 
or during three months that I reſided at Yer/azlles, and every 
day under his own eyes. The falſhood and untruths of the 
above letters are ſelf-evident. De Sartine J had never beheld 
in my life, till I went to him by Bubot's advice and direCtion, 
after I had received this remarkable paſſport, to get him to 
ſpeak to the duke de Chorſeiul, to give an order that I might 
be paid before I left Paris; as it was de Sartine's buſineſs 


and duty to carry all complaints and repreſentations, made 


at Paris, to the miniſter, and mine I imagined more parti- 
cularly to the duke, who was then miniſter of foreign affairs, 
and whole duty, as ſuch, is to take care of foreigners, to ſee 
that juſtice is done them, that their wants are ſupplied, and 
that their grievances are redreſſed ; ; eſpecially where they re- 
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1 
gard the king or the ſtate. As I had no other requeſt to 
make, I could not, in ſuch a caſe, apply with propriety to 
any other perſon than to de Sartine, about what concerned 
the payment of what was due to me long before he came 


into office, which was not to come out of his purſe : and as I 


had no ſort of acquaintance or connection with him, but as 
before mentioned, I could not expect he ſhould do me any 
particular favour, or intereſt himſelf for me, at a time he knew 
me not, to aſk the duke for this pretended permiſſion /de ne 
follerer a Paris dans le tems, qu'il vouloit n en eloigner } for me 
to ſtay at Paris it would be abſurd to the laſt degree, and 
contrary to common ſenſe or reaſon to believe that I ſhould 
aſk him any ſuch favour. All 1 could, or did expect from 
him, was to do his duty, and to repreſent (as I had done 
without ſucceſs) the juſtice of my demand to the duke de 


CHoiſeiul, which I ſuppoſed he might do more efficaciouſly. 
41 was confirmed in this opinion, ſince, being perſuaded, that 
the money he paid me at Verſailles, to defray my expences at 


that place, was paid by the duke's order. How idle and how 
ridiculous then is the expreſſion of Duva/'s letter, where he 
ſays, it would at this time ſeem impolite, if he was to atk a 
paſſport for me. Had the duke been deſirous to ſend me 
away, as one who had offended or difobliged, all I could ſay or 
do could not prevent it. Hence I doubt not but you clearly 


ſee into the whole of thoſe impoſitions, and mean artifices 


above-mentioned, and which are frequently practiſed by men 
in power, on ſuch as are not in a ſituation to oppoſe them : 
of which I am but one example, I believe, among hundreds. 
Such then were the politics of the miniſters of that court, 


on the ſubject of my ang for the money that was due to 
me, 


1 
me, and a paſſport to earry me out of their country. Poli- 
tics, of which the young pretender was, as I ſoon after learn- 
ed, behind the curtain, the primum mobile, or principal ſpring 
in all theſe extraordinary proceedings, which lead me to ſhew 
you others of much more and injuſtice in my ſuc- 
ceeding letters. | 


LETTER Tr FOR TY-THIRD. 


RESIDING at Paris nie the promiſed paſſport, 

though it did not prevent my going at times to Sr. Ger- 
main and Verſailles, to viſit my friends and acquaintance) pro- 
vidence, for wiſer purpoſes than can be perceived by the pene- 
trating eye of the moſt conſummate fagacity, or conceived 
by human underſtanding, prevented my obtaining this paſſ- 
port from the miniſters, which I had ſo long and impatiently 
ſolicited; when leaving them in the purſuit of their own 
ingratitude and iniquitous deſigns, ſhe placed me as her in- 
ſtrument to render their * projects againſt England fruit- 
leſs and abortive. 


News, according to cuſtom, arriving daily from all parts 
of the world, confirming the accounts of the new and unex- 
pected loſſes of the French, undone in Alia and Africa; and 
all Canada reduced by the ſucceſs of the Britiſb troops in 


North America, were matters which occaſioned great and 
continual 
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continual murmurings and complaints of the people, whilſt | 
the court ſhewed the ſame indifferent concern at thoſe mor- 
tifying occurrencies, as ſhe had hitherto done in all her for- 
mer miſcarriages, ſtedfaſtly relying on one laſt and infallible 
effort, as they imagined, for recovering the whole, and ſome- 


thing more, by way of retaliation and ſatisfaction. The ſe- 


cret deſtination of this enterprize was {till as inviolably pre- 


| ſerved, as the preparations for executing the project were in- 


duſtriouſly and vigorouſly carried on. 


In the end of October, news not leſs conſequential for Eu- 


rope, than any ſhe had heard in the courſe of paſt years, ar- 


rived at Paris and Verſailles, confirming the death of his late 
majeſty, king George II. univerſally lamented by his faithful 
ſubjects, whoſe ſorrows could only be extenuated and conſoled, 
by ſeeing his preſent majeſty ſucceed to the throne of the 
beſt of kings, fortified to him by the affectionate hearts and 


unbounded love of his people, truly devoted to his royal 
perſon, and to the proſperity and happineſs of their ſovereign. 


An event ſo intereſting could not fail to alarm the court 


of France and all her allies; and immediately to ſet all her 
political ſprings once more in motion. Councils and cabinet 


councils, were every day or night ſucceſſively held on this oc- 
caſion. The deliberations and deciſions of which were only 
communicated and made known to the young pretender. 
Couriers with expreſſes continued for a long time to be daily 
ſent abroad, whilſt others returned with their diſpatches ; 
whereby matters were in ſome little time ſo ſoon arranged by 
the French miniſters, that, in the ſpring following, that nation 
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put on a new promiſing aſpect, like that of the ſeaſon, which 


often deceives us: or, as if ſhe had not ſuſtained either loſs 


or misfortune during any of the foregoing campaigns. The 
whole political body, and all (as the lawyers write) the 
members and appurtenances thereunto belonging, were now 


ſecretly at work, and every faculty employed, ſo as to leave 
them no room to doubt of accompliſhing their moſt hidden 
and formidable views, by their dark and myſterious ope- 


I ations. 


Expreſſes were alſo continually going and coming to and 


from Dunkirk, Rohan, Havre, Dieppe, Boulogne, Calais, and 
other parts of the coaſt : the chevalier @ Arcy, who had the 


inſpection of the flat-bottomed boats in thoſe ports, and all 


along the coaſt, under comte d Herouville, was continually tra- 


velling to or from one or other of thoſe places, and making 


experiments with thoſe veſſels, and with the prames, which 


were found to fail as faſt as any of the men of war, or other 


veſſels, and to anſwer the moſt ardent wiſhes and expecta- 


tions of the miniſters, with reſpect to navigation and utility, 


whilſt the hidden embers at Bre began to rekindle and 
ſpread their baneful influence along the coaſt. Comte 4 He- 
rouville, who, under the miniſter, was the chief director in 
the preparations now ſecretly making and carrying on, for 


this bold and daring attempt, and who was to have had the 
principal command therein, (the ſucceſs of which the king 


and his miniſters looked upon actually as infallible) was now, 


with all diligence, riding poſt to Dunkirk, and from thence 
to Paris and Verſailles, every month or fix weeks, giving his 


ſecret orders and directions, touching the marine, and other 


branches 
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branches of the intended embarkation ; communicating to 


the miniſters what he had done, or thought neceſſary to be 
oy conſulting them, and receiving their orders. 8 


Tc o blind the curious, and betray the credulous, this work 


was to be carried on under a maſk or pretext of other public 


buſineſs. To cover and conceal the grand deſign as much as 
poſſible, they thought it therefore neceſſary to place or throw 
out a kind of phantom before the eyes of the people, to 


dazzle and deceive them, and to divert their imaginations 


and attentions, by perſuading them to think and believe, that 


the motive and neceſſity of this gentleman's going ſo fre- 


quently to and from Dunkirk, was different from that of the 


real one. With this view, there being a long tract of land, 


which is commonly covered with water about three parts of 
the year, lying off Berge and Dunkzrh, extending itſelf on 


the eaſt fide towards O/ftend; a conſiderable part of which, 
it is ſaid, belongs to the Auſtrian territories, the cultivation 
of this tract, to avoid diſputes between the two crowns, has 


been always neglected; it was now given out that the court 
of France was going to drain this land, or her part of it; and 


that 4 Herouville had got a grant of a conſiderable part of thoſe 
lands, in caſe of his being able to get them brought in and 


reclaimed. The better to carry on the draining farce, an 


engine or two, with ſome working tools and machines of 


little value, were brought to the place, to ſet about this pre- 
tended draining, in which a few hands were employed: where- 


by 4 Herouville's real deſigns and buſineſs were effectually 


concealed, and unſuſpected by the people, whoſe thoughts 


were taken up with the hopes of ſeeing this curious work 
MN 2 ſucceed, 
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Kicceed, for the benefit of the whole Ea and all 


the low countries, 


Comte £ Herewvith; who I have been obliged to mention 
in this ' place, is a lieutenant-general of the king's armies, 
a man of profound learning, a good officer, a great mathema- 
tician, philoſopher, and orator; indefatigable in his ſtudies 
or applications in all public affairs. He is commonly at 
work in his cabinet, ſurrounded with books, papers, globes, 
and mathematical inſtruments, at five o'clock every morn- 
ing, if the ſeaſon permits. He is a member of the royal aca- 
demy, and in great eſteem with that learned body, as well as 
with all, who know him. He is courteous and affable, and his 
generofity runs almoſt to profuſion ; which, with the great 
expence he fell into on account of the affair of an invaſion, 
has hurt his fortune; never ſuſpecting to meet with any diſ- 
appointment in the execution of that project. His abilities 
gave occaſion to a report about this time, viz. that he was 
to be taken into the miniſtry, which it is thought he then de- 
clined, on account of the project and aſſurances of the extra- 
ordinary advantages, which, it was expected, would reſult to 
him from the great enterprize under his direction. Though 
there were ſeveral other officers of the higheſt birth, rank, and 
merit, deſtined for particular commands in this tremendous 
expedition, the grand ſecret and conduct thereof was princi- 
pally confided to him, and ſuch part of it, as he judged pro- 
per, to thoſe he ſhould make choice of; the pretender's opi- 
nion and approbation always firſt taken. 


2 Darcy, 


(.. 265: 1. 


D' Arcy, who. is called He chevalier 4 Arcy, is an \ Iriſhman: 
(who has frenchified his name, and ſigns it, as you ſee, by 
an apoſtrophe) is of a gentleman's family, and was edu- 


cated in France. About Chriſtmas 1761, he was appointed 
colonel of honour in the regiment belonging to the late un- 
fortunate Lally, conſiſting of about fifty private men only, at 


the time of their return to France, after their fatal expedi- 


tion to Pondicherry. D'Arcy is but a young man, of low, 
mean figure : he is, however, a good ſcholar, and, I think, a 
member of the royal academy alſo. The brevet of colonel 
was beſtowed on him, to give him a title or qualifying rank 
in the buſineſs confided to him by the miniſters and d He- 
rouville, to whom he was a jackall. He was a favourite with 
the counteſs de Sabatin, who is favourite of St. Florentin, 
to whom ſhe has given ſeveral little repreſentatives: : her pri- 
vate hiſtory will, one day or other, I am perſuaded, afford 
the public no ſmall entertainment. By theſe, and the like 


tricks and artifices, as above mentioned, the great work was 


carrying on, without ſuſpicion, on the ſide of Dunkirk, or 


any noiſe, more than what was uſual and common in time of 
war; which was what the king and miniſters had moſtly at 
heart; as a diſcovery, they feared, would have blown up all, 


and expoſed and ruined their darling project and reſource. 


In ſome of thoſe excurſions made by the count d Herou- 
ville from Verſailles, he made one or two trips, as I was af- 


wards informed, incog. to the coaſt of England, to reconnoitre 


the places pitched upon for the debarkation of the French troops 
and artillery ; where I found, from the fame authority, the 


young pretender more than once had alſo been, and of which 
there 


PT 
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there can be no doubt, as you will clearly perceive, by all 
that will appear in the following. ai SOHO Hg, that Fart 
of his adventures. ant 2 +. (adas 


LETTER Taz FORTY-FOURTH. 


ALL objections relative to the project tn now ſatisfied, 


miſcarriage removed or reconciled, ſo far as fenſe, conſidera- 
tion, and argument, could operate; nothing remained to 


aſſure ſucceſs, but concealment of the deſign, until the pre- 5 


parations were finiſhed, and the favourable moment (which 
they had fixed upon) arrived, for carrying it into execution; 
except the removal of the Engliſb miniſter, the ſcourge of 
France, the ſpoiler and bane of her projects and councils : 
and in the fluctuating ſtate, which the Britifh affairs were then 
in, the French miniſters no longer doubted of ſeeing her 
wiſhes ſoon gratified alſo in a change of the Engliſb miniſtry, 
and the perſon, whom ſhe ſo much dreaded, no longer in 
power or capacity to hurt her. 


No opportunity was therefore to be loſt or . neglected, 
in preparing for an event, which they ſuppoſed and be- 
lieved to be not very remote ; which added freſh courage to 
her hopes, in proſecuting the great deſign of invaſion. For 
which 41 8 Dumont, who had been employed, September 
1759. 


and every doubt or difficulty touching the danger of 


> 


„„ 

1759, in fathoming and meaſuring that part of the coaſt of 
England, with the ports and harbours, deſtined for the debark- 
ation of the French troops, Cc. was therefore now ſent for to 
Verſailles, with orders to bring with him the inſtructions for- 
merly ſent to him, as before mentioned, with his anſwer or 
report thereupon, and the chart he made of the coaſt, towns, 
harbours, Cc. to be again laid before the miniſters. 


In conſequence of theſe orders, he ſoon arrived at Ver/ailles, 
to go through an examination touching theſe matters, to 
give all the neceſſary eclairciſſements, and to ſatisfy the mi- 
niſters of the facility of making the deſcent, and to explain 
ſo far as concerned his knowledge 1 in the branch of this pro- 
ject communicated to his care, and which was, in fact, un- 
doubtedly more important and eſſential, than any other. 
The policy uſed on this occaſion had ſome reſemblance to 
that uſed with Turot; but the buſineſs, and the conſequen- 
ces, were of much greater weight and importance. To 
land an army of about fifty thouſand men, in ſeven or eight 
hours, in England, was an object of the deepeſt and moſt 
intereſting concern; it required the molt deliberate conſide- 
rations, the moſt prudent meaſures and unbiaſſed councils, 
without mentioning the wiſeſt precautions, to deprive a 
mighty ſovereign of his throne, his crown, and his king- 
doms, to ſettle a pretender in his place, to overturn the laws 
and conſtitution of the nation, and to deprive the great and 
ſmall of their poſſeſſions, liberties and religion, and many of 
their lives, by an invaſion, or rather by a maſſacre, and de- 
ſtruction of all that ſhould dare to oppoſe them, was a moſt 
daring and deſperate attempt; a matter wherein the great- 
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eſt abilities of the moſt conſummate ſtateſmen and miniſters 
might be uneffectually employed: it was a ſubject for a Ri- 
chelieu, a Magarine, a Zimenes, or an Alberoni; it was not, 


therefore, leſs a ſubject for a Belleile or a Choiſciul, enraged. 


to retrieve and recover the inſupportable loſſes, which their 
King and their country had ſuſtained ; to avenge the ſup- 


poſed wrongs, which they ſurmiſed had been done to both, 


by the enemies of their maſter, as well as to ſecure him and 
his friend, or ally, from future evils, was to them a provo- 
cation, which they thought would juſtify the worſt actions 
they could do, and would amply recompence the expence, 
and trouble, by an extravagant retribution, 


Dumont was an experienced ſea- officer, much eſteemed by 
the miniſters for his knowledge in maritime affairs; and was 
now more to be depended upon, it was thought, than any 
of their gay fluttering ſummer admirals. When he came to 
Verſailles, he was clean; that is, all that one can ſay in fa- 
vour of his dreſs, which was a plain ordinary blue coat, with 
yellow metal buttons, a full round black bob-wig, large hat, 


long walking-ſtick, no ſword, bag, or ruffles, which gave 


him the air of a rough country coachman or waggoner, ob- 
jects not very common in that ſplendid court. His ſtory to 
deceive, was a pretence that his journey was to recover ſome 
prize-money, for which he was obliged to commence a ſuit 


at law; that he had left Dunkir#, and was come to Paris, 


to ſolicit friends, intereſt, and proteQion at court, to obtain 
a ſentence or decree there in his favour. He had, however, 
an apartment and bed-chamber aſſigned him, in the hotel of 


the duke de Penthievre, at Verſailles. This nobleman is a 


prince 
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prince of the blood, lord high admiral of France, and much 
eſteemed for his humanity, benevolence, and the many cha- 
rities he beſtows on the poor and neceſſitous. Dumont's di- 

rections from the miniſter were not to appear but as little as 
poſſible publicly, nor to be ſeen coming or going to and from 
their apartments in the day time; the night only was the time 
appointed for him to attend them; and the better to facili- 
tate and conceal his interviews, he had a maſter-key or paſſe- 
partout given him, for the convenience of going in and out, 
at ſuch times as he pleaſed, by a private door in the gardens 
belonging to the duke de Penthievre's houſe, without being 
noticed or ſpoke to by the ſervants, who had their direc- 
tions accordingly. T7 


When he went at night to attend the miniſters, there ne- 
ver was any one preſent but marſhal Belleiſle, the duke de 
Choiſeuil, Berrier, and St. Florentin, on thoſe important meet- 
ings and conferences; the firſt, he ſaid, talk'd a good deal, 
and aſked many queſtions; the ſecond talked much more, 
and put many more queſtions to him; the third ſaid much 
leſs, and aſked fewer queſtions than the other two; and the 
fourth aſked ſcarcely any, but liſtened attentively to all that 
was ſaid or queſtioned. Thus matters went on for a while, 
and Dumont had intervals of recreation, to go at times to ſee 
his ſiſter, who was married at Paris, and to return to Ver- 

| ſailles again; for as yet he had nothing final communi- 
cated to him, | 


Having in my walks met with Dumont, and renewed our 
acquaintance, we went to take a glaſs together. He knew 
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I was much eſteemed by marſhal Thomond, who had, on oc- 
cations, done him ſome ſervice at Dunkirk, on his applying 
to him for that purpoſe, when he came to that place, as in- 
{pector-general of the king's forces. He had heard likewiſe 
that I had been employed by the court, and had been ſent to 
Rochelle on a ſecret expedition, which he imagined to be 
ſomething of very great conſequence, and in which opinion 
he never was undeceived by me. General Sullivan, in France 
commonly called Sir John O'Sullivan, herein before-men- 
tioned, had a great friendſhip for Dumont, from their former 
extraordinary adventure and eſcape in 1746. On drinking 
our bottle, Dumont began to talk of his old friend Sullivan, 
and aſked me when I had ſeen him? I told him that I had 
ſeen him a few days before, walking with ſome ladies in the 
gardens; and that he was eafily to be ſeen at the ſame place 
every day, when the beau monde came there. He rephed, 

he ſhould be glad to ſee him, to conſult with him, and ſhew 
him ſome papers. Which ſet me a longing to know what 
they were. He then talked of ſome other of his adventures: 
and the other bottle of Burgundy began to make him more 
gay, and made him unbutton with regard to the miniſters. 
For, faid he to me, You have been at Rochelle ? Yes, ſaid J. 
Does lord Thomond know it? Yes, continued I; though he- 
knew it not till my return, and then he knew not the ſubject 
of my going there. By Gd I love him well, replies Du- 
mont; for he is one of the moſt worthy noblemen in France, 
and did me ſeveral acts of kindneſs the two laſt times he came 
down to the coaſt. Well, ſaid he, I wiſh Ir; marſhal Thomond 
were in the miniſtry. Tis the de] to have to do with ſome of 


them, and to make them underſtand things right. He then 
2 related 
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related ſeveral particulars about them. You ſay nothing but 
truth, ſaid I, Mr. Dumont, to my own knowledge, (I began 
at this inſtant to be on fire to learn what this buſineſs was) 
for in this affair, continued I, that IT have had with them, 
after my return from Rochelle, and ſince, I have had a thouſand 
_ difficulties with them, and can't get them to underſtand me 
yet. That is very hard, I own, ſaid he. Well, we ſhall do 
our buſineſs to ſome purpoſe by and by. It won't be very 
long before we ſee old England, for all that; but I muſt tell 
you, continued Dumont, one thing more, and I had a mind, 
the other night, to ſay as much to marſhal Belleiſle, and to the 
duke de Choiſeiul; which is, that, d—— me if half our French 
admirals, and captains of men of war, don't deſerve to be 
hang'd; they are a pack of conceited jean f——rs, who 
mind dreſs, pleaſures, and women, more than their duties and 
profeſſions as ſeamen, who know not what they are about: 
d——me, ſaid he, if J do not get, in twenty-four hours, fifty 
or ſixty old Flemiſh dogs of captains about Dunkir# and our 
coaſt, who would ſkin the king's officers, and kill them with 
fatigue. Some of them have failed twenty or thirty years in 
fiſhing- boats, and other veſſels, who know the Engliſh ſhore, 
creeks, and harbours on the coaſt //acre Dieu ) as well as their 
own bed-chambers; and who ſhall do more work in twenty- 
four hours, and go through more danger than all the powder 
monkeys of Breſt, Toulon and Rochfort can do in a year. 


Buch was our diſcourſe, and Dumont's opinion of his hardy 

Flemings. We had now drawn the third cork, and I did 
not doubt of drawing more with him, and ſomething more 
eſſential from him. I told marſhal Belleiſe ſomething to this 
5 92 very 


+ = 
very purpoſe, ſaid he; and as I am to be with the miniſters 
again in two or three nights, I ſhall tell them the ſame thing 
when I am before them. We then talked of the nature of 
debarking the troops, &c. When ready to part, he pro- 
miſed to let me ſee ſome intereſting papers relative to the ſub- 
jet. I aſſured him, I would not be wanting to ſhew him 
ſome papers in my turn, of which I had ſent the originals to 
court, and others that I had from lord Thomond and others, 
that 1 tranſcribed whilſt at Verſailles, attending and frequent- 
ing the miniſters; which would not only ſurpriſe him, but 
all Europe, if they were known; and which related to an 
affair that I had been employed in for the king. This diſ— 
courſe inſtantly raiſed his curioſity to the higheſt pitch; on 
which he promiſed to put his papers in his pocket, and to 
meet me next morning at Luxembourg, where we had con- 
cluded to meet in the moſt retired part of theſe gardens. On. 
my going there after breakfaſt, I found my man, who had 
waited an hour for me. I propoſed going and dining toge- 
ther, and reading the papers over; but he begged to be ex- 
cuſed, telling me, he was obliged to return to his ſiſter, to 
go with her to dine in the country, and that they ſhould not 
be in town till next day; but, for fear I ſhould be uneaſy, 
had ſtarted from home to meet me. Then giving me the 
packet of papers out of his pocket, begged I would take great 
care of them; telling me, that I might read them over at 
night, or in the morning in bed, or at my leiſure, till he 
came to town : then requeſting of me, not to let the papers 
be ſeen by any one, he promiſed to come directly to me, as 
ſoon as come back with his ſiſter, in order to look over my 
papers, which I told him were always ready at his ſervice 

: 5 with 
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with pleaſure, In talking over theſe affairs, this ſerved ef | 
fectually to amuſe Dumont ; on which we parted, leaving me 
the papers: the conſequences of which I am going to recite; 


LETTER TH FORTY-FIFTH. 


1 PATIENT to peruſe Dumont's papers, I directly quit- 
ted the gardens, returned home, and ſhut myſelf up to 


read them over, and conſider them. The firſt I found was 
the original inſtructions to Dumont, ſigned d Arcy, in Sep- 
tember 1759, requiring him to fail for the coaſt of England; 
and to reconnoitre that coaſt, and the landing- places; to 
fathom the waters, to examine the harbours for landing the 
French troops, &c. and placing the flat-bottomed boats out 
of danger of being attacked or. moleſted, &c. The next 
was Dumont's anſwer or report, which you will hereafter find 
at large. And the third was the chart of the harbours, coaſt; 
and towns, where the deſcent was to be made, Having 
read them over, weighed and conſidered them more than 
once, I could not avoid being filled with ſurpriſe and con- 
ſternation; my thoughts ſtarted and flew from me like ſud- 


den lightenings. 


It was, in truth, for a conſiderable time, before my mind 


was free from agitations ; and as ſoon as it was compoſed, 
I began 


— 


[to ! 
T began to think at laſt, that providence had ſome particular 
bleſſing in ſtore for me; that ſhe had reſerved me, by her 
ſecret:decrees, to make me the inſtrument, not only to puniſh 
the perfidy, ingratitude, and tyranny of certain perſons, but 
to defeat and ruin thoſe bloody deſigns, formed by the enemy 
againſt his majeſty, his crown, and his kingdoms ; and that 
it would now be completely in my power to perform -the 
important ſervice of defeating all their ſchemes, if I could get 
out of the kingdom, which I was determined to do, - or to 
periſh in the attempt, notwithſtanding all the difficulties and 
dangers that oppoſed it. To compaſs this object, I was re- 
ſolved to purſue my own politics, which I flattered ' myſelf in 
the end would ſurpaſs thoſe of the miniſters, by an aſſured 
ſucceſs; that of theirs being now in my hands, and in my 


power to diſappoint or delay; at leaſt, I was uſing my beſt 


endeavours for that purpoſe. I found they had forgot Rich- 


lieus political teſtament, where he deſires and directs mini- 


ſters to render juſtice to honeſt men employed in the ſtate ; 


and found likewiſe, that they had not better remembered 


the fragment of Titus Livius, thus mentioned by their cele- 
brated Rollin. * Ne ſcais tu pas que les grands arbres ſont 
« long tems A croitre et qu'il ne faut qu'une heure pour les 
« arracher ? Que le lion ſert quelquefois de nature aux plus 
petits oiſeaux ? Que le fer malgre fa durete eſt conſume 
« par la rouille? Qu'en fin, qu'il ne rien de ſe fort que les 
** chole les plus foibles ne puiſſent detruire ?” 


Thus tranſlated. 
Know you not, that the lofty trees, which for ſuch a 


* ſeries of years are growing, may in an hour be levelled with 


«© the 
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« the earth? That the lion ſerves ſometimes as food to the 
© ſmalleſt birds? That the iron, notwithſtanding its hard- 
« nefs, is conſumed by ruft ? That; in fine, there is no- 
thing ſo ſtrong, but: har can v be deſtroyed by the weakeſt 
"0: things ?” LT 


My ban therefore, was now founded, conſiſting of two 
articles, like that which the French miniſters had concerted 
for themſelves. The firſt article of theirs was, to extermi- 
nate the Jeſuits; the ſecond, to ruin England, if poſſible, 
by an invaſion. The firſt of theſe articles they effected; the 
defign of the laſt I defeated; The firſt article of my ſcheme, 
therefore, was, to get theſe papers copied, and then properly 
concealed. The ſecond article was, to get to England, to 
ruin the deſigns of the enemy, and fave my king and coun- 
try from the dangers that threatened both, and render the 
whole troops, Sc. t to 0 embarked, the victins of * enter - 


terprize. 


I é was reſolved to copy theſe papers myſelf, knowing it 
to be too dangerous to confide them to any amanuenſis at 
Paris; which I did with great hazard; but the chart was 
much beyond my ſkill or abilities, to do it as it ought to be 
done. Therefore, my landlord's ſon-in-law, being a clerk 
in one of the offices at the Hotel Dieu, I applied to him early 
next morning, telling him, I had a chart of a landſcape, and 

| ſhould take it as a favour if he could get it well copied for 
me, in order to ſend the copy to a friend in the country by 
the next poſt. This man was always willing to oblige me: 
he told me, he could get it done, he believed, in two or three 
hours, 
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hours, by ſome of the youth of the houſe, where he was 
going, who were all taught drawing. In fine, he took the 
original with him, and returned it to me in a few-hours, with 
a copy very well done. According to promiſe, Dumont came 
to me the ſecond day, as ſoon as he had brought his fiſter 
home. He ſeemed in a hurry, and ſaid, he could not ſtay 
a minute with me, having been ſent for by the miniſters 
the night before. He took his papers, which I had ready 
for him, and went to Verſailles, promiſing to come to me at 
his return, and to bring me all his news. 


| My next ſtep was, to conceal my papers; which I effec- 
tually did, by placing them as family-papers in the hands of 
a truſty perſon, who carefully locked them up, as papers 
only concerning my private affairs, 1 had now to ſolicit the 
paſſport, and to conduct myſelf ſo, as to get away by ſome 
ſtratagem, which accident or induſtry might preſent. I 
conſidered the impreſſions made on me in childhood, as the 
weakneſſes and prejudices of ſuperannuated relations of an- 
cient dare, whoſe family had fuffered for thoſe of the un- 
grateful Stuarts. I confidered my eyes were now opened to 
their wickedneſs and tyranny ; that I was become a proſelyte, 
a proſelyte upon conviction, deteſting the perſon, principles, 
politics, and tyranny of the pretender, his agents, tools, and 
miniſters, as much as any man living. Where I expected 
to have ſeen and found honour and virtues ſhining in the 
tranſactions of great men (falſely ſo called by ſome) I ſaw 
and found nothing, but low and mean actions, with every 
ſpecies of deceit and perfidy to cheat and defraud for trifles, 


me as would make a. poor. man bluſh, if daected in them. 
1 I 


uz ] 
1 refleed what malice might berhaps inſinuate againſt me, 


on account of that family, in order to prejudice me; as there 
are many, who ſay and do evil, for the ſake of evil; know- 


ing, and being fully convinced, that I ſhould have for ever- 


laſting enemies all thoſe of every denomination, who have 
any attachment to the pretender and the French. I knew 
what they would wiſh and ſay; yet I was going to do more 
for my king and country, than all thoſe evil heads and tongues 
together had ever done, or will ever be able to do, to ſerve 
either. I flattered myſelf, that the firſt might ſay, You that 
have ſinned, fin no more; whilſt the other ſhould ſay, There 
is more joy in heaven over one ſinner, &c. I conſidered, 
that, even if I had taken up arms in Scotland (where I never 
had been in my life) againſt the king and the nation, and 
that I had been, through ignorance or otherwiſe, as great a 


rebel as ever left that kingdom, I was now in the way of 


repairing my ignorance, and ſaving the nation, to extricate 
her from the evils intended againſt her. I conſidered, that, 


in purſuing my deſigns effectually, I was going to ſerve a ge- 


nerous and gracious monarch, who would not abandon, or 
ſuffer to be abandoned, a perſon, who, by his political con- 
duct and labours, had obtained ſuch knowledge, would make 
ſuch diſcoveries, and furniſh ſuch lights and intelligences, as 
ſhould fruſtrate and defeat ſo atrocious a defign, as that of 
the enemy, then in agitation againſt his ſacred perſon and 
kingdoms ; and that I could not poſſibly doubt, but, from 
ſuch a ſovereign, to receive a recompence, adequate to the 


ſervice; a ſervice as yet unparalleled in this kingdom by any 


one individual; as no expence would be created, or blood 
laviſhed, on our part ; ſince I was able to point out the very 
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place, or places, where the enemy was to land; by which 
they might have been all taken or deſtroyed, before they 
ſhould be in a ſtate of doing any miſchief; by which their 
ſcheme muſt be defeated, and they obliged to beg a Pee 
on their knees. 


I theiedies determined to purſue all ſuch meaſures, as my 
own poor ſtock of knowledge and prudence. ſhould dictate 
to me, aſſiſted by that providence, that had detained me in 
France, in order to compaſs and bring to perfection my ha- 
_ zardous deſign. Under theſe conſiderations, I at length re- 
mained quite eaſy ; obſerving their political motions ; rely- 
ing on his majeſty's goodnefs, in caſe I ſhould ſucceed; and 
the teſtimonies of a nation, diftinguiſhed throughout the 
globe, not only for the immenſe ſums it grants for fecret 
fervices, but for the particular acts of generofity and huma- 
nity it ever exerciſes towards thoſe, who render them the 
ſmalleſt ſervices. In my next I ſhall proceed to give you me 
reſt of Dumont's conduct and intelligence. 


LETTER Tas FORTY-SIX TH. 


D UMONT, after ſtaying about three days and nights at 
Verſailles, returned to me at Paris. He could not, I 
find, keep from me; and whilſt he ſtaid in town, he came 


every day to me: he told me, in thoſe private converſations 
which 


{ Jas 1] | ; 


which paſſed between us, that the miniſters had determined 


on the invaſion, which could not be ſooner than the winter 


1762 ; that he had got orders, in the interim, to mark out 


a liſt of a numbef of the captains, ſuch as he knew on the 
coaſt, fit for the intended ſervice, and likewiſe ſecond cap- 
tains, and to ſend ſuch liſt to the miniſter. He told me, 
that, by taking the advantage of a dark night, and favourable 
wind, it was demonſtrated, concluded and agreed on, that 
the whole fleet of tranſports would (by lights to be erected 
for that purpoſe in one hour's time) fail from the ſeveral 
ports of France at the ſame inſtant, and in ſeven or eight 
hours get to their deſtination on the coaſt of England, and 
debark their troops, notwithſtanding any fleet of men of war 


that might be ſent out to watch or oppoſe them. He ſaid, 


the ſeveral flat-bottomed boats would or ſhould carry lights 
upon the ſtarboard fide ; that, of the whole compaſs, there 


vere. but only about three points, from which the wind 


could blow, ſo as to obſtruct or be againſt them, to hinder 


their landing with eaſe and ſafety : that, on coming in with 


the coaſt, and the day-light appearing (they being then out 
of danger of being ſeen or attacked by the men of war) the 
flat-bottomed boats could form ſuch a battery of themſelves, 
on being drawn together, as would cover the troops in their 
landing for miles in length, and ſweep the coaſt, in caſe any 
thing ſhould offer to oppoſe them. He faid, in fact, there is 
no troops of conſequence to oppoſe us, at this time, in Exg- 
land; we ſhall be but three or four days march from London 
at our landing ; and before they can colle& and march ſuch 
a body of forces, as to make any head, it will be all over. 


of This, 
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This, and the like, were the informations and knowledge 
which I drew, and extracted, I may fay, from Dumont; the 
execution of which, he aſſured me, were the miniſters ulti- 
mate reſolutions at his departure from them. He promiſed 
to write to me, which he did; and ſent me from Dunkirh, on 
his going there, the paper writing printed, with the inſtruc- 
tions; which was to ſhew me, that the young pretender had 
come from England, after viſiting the coaſt, in a Dutch veſſel 
or yacht; that he called himſelf, and ſigned himſelf /z Motte, 
a French officer, which was to make him paſs on the captain 
of the little yacht as ſuch an officer. But Dumont being then 
ſtationed, as he told me, in an armed veſſel to guard the entry 
of the port and harbour at Boulogne, where he examined all 
_ veſſels coming out or going in, aſſured me of this fact, and 
ſent me the paper before mentioned, farther to convince me 
of the truth of what he told me. Theſe matters I ſecretly: 
treaſured up; and I believe you will think they were very 
well worth remembring, and preſerving. My further corre- 
ſpondenee with Dumont was ſoon cut off by the young pre- 
tender's ſecret orders. For one day Jemmy Stuart, his valet 
de chambre, being then in Paris hunting about to find out 
Miſs Walkinſhaw, he learned that Dumont had been intimate 
with me, and frequently together: on which orders were ſent 
to him not to write to me, which he punctually obeyed. 


There was a great intimacy, whilſt J was at Paris, between 

a gentleman, whoſe name was Sir William Stuart, and me. 
This gentleman had, from his younger days, ſpent moſt of 
his time in 1aly; at Venice he married a Venetian lady, who 
Was very worthy and deſerving, as well as very handſome, and 
in 
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in all reſpects agreeable; they were now reſiding both in 


Paris, Sir William was a friendly good natured man, and 
we were ſeldom a day from each other. I had alſo, amongſt 
many other friends and acquaintances, an intimacy with one 
general Nugent, commonly called Sir Peter Nugent, or viſcount 
Limerich. We lived in the ſame neighbourhood. With one 
or other of thoſe two gentlemen I was every day when in 
town. With the general J had a kind of affinity, I found, 


ſo old as to be almoſt worn out. I had much ſuch another 


with old brigadier Cuſach, formerly lieutenant-colonel of 
Roth's regiment. Madame la comteſſe de Sabatin, before- 
mentioned, is his natural daughter. Sir WMilliam and I were 


continually walking in Luxembourg together, or with our 


other friends and acquaintance. He was intimate with M— y, 
ſo well verſed in the art and myſtery of play, and who had 
been at Breſt with the young pretender. This perſon, in his 
diſcourſe with Sir Villiam, and once or twice before me, as 
we walked together, though I had no acquaintance with him, 
more than merely ſeeing him in the gardens, vaunted and 
boaſted of his journey to Breſt, and that the pretender had 
brought down the miniſters of France to his own bow, had 
made them come to his terms, or that otherwiſe the king 
and nation would be ruined; and therefore they were now re- 
duced to act ſur la bonne foy, and do what, or as he de- 


ſired. 


When Sir William and I were alone, he often ſpoke. of the 
bad opinion he, and indeed all the gentlemen of the Scozch 
nation, entertained of this perſon, and how much he was 


| hated and deſpiſed by them in general. On one of thoſe 
5 | occaſions, 
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occaſions, I aſked Sir Wiltiom, why he viſited him, or re- 
ceived his viſits at home, fince he was ſuch a man, as moſt 
people choſe to avoid having any connections with? To which 
the knight anſwered; that it was for the fake of hearing news, 
and learning ſome particulars, which, he ſaid, he could at 
times get out of him, otherwiſe he would not be ſeen with 

him, or have any thing to do with him; for even at this 

time it began to be whiſpered, that ſome particular perſons 
had been undone by him at play. He had ſome ſcheme 
going forward with two Jeſuits; one of whom he called Pere 
Crookfhanks, a Scotchman; and the other Pere Marie, a 
Fleming; which gave Sir William much ſpeculation, and an 
anxiety extraordinary to find out what the buſineſs could be; 
but without being able to make the leaft diſcovery : which 
he thought not ſo well of, as they had dined together at 
Mis houſe, where Sir William obſerved great ſilence and 
ceremony in their behaviour, whilſt he ſtay d. Some few 
days had paſt, when Sir Villiam coming to me, told me, he 
had the night before had a long converſation with this ſame 
countryman of his. He then told me, that there was a 
gentleman come to town from Turin, who was on his road 
going to England, and that this perſon viſited him conſtantly 
every morning, and that the traveller was to dine with him, 
and begged Sir William's company; to which he prayed to be 
excuſed, The next day, ſays Sir Villiam to me, he came 
again, dined with me, and told me all his news. I believe 
the man is mad, continued he; for what do you think he 
fays? I can't tell, I reply'd; for God's ſake let me hear it. 
Well, fays Sir William, by G—d it is well if he does not get 
into ſome da d ſcrape; he ſays the d Je Chommn— 
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is the moſt dad d upon earth; that he would fel . 


his k—— and his c——— to aggrandize himſelf, and raiſe 
his own fortune, which was but very ſmall when he came 
into the m -; thathe has neither honour or honeſty, 
and the p — knows it; and by G—d Sir William, continues 
he, you will ſoon; ſee how our friends will get forward on the 


other fide the water; and that L—— B—- will break the 


neck of that dd raſcal P— f. My anſwer to Sir William 
was, that I thought his friend or acquaintance was ſearching 
out a new habitation for himſelf, where he might continue a 
freeholder for life. In a word, I told him, that I thought as 
bad of this man as he did himſelf; that I looked upon him as 
a vile fellow ; for that a man of any honour, or good prin- 
ciples, would not follow ſuch a courſe of life as he purſued. 


I could not help faying, that, in my opinion likewiſe, he was 


a great ſcoundrel; that he deferved to be caned or horſe- 
whipped; and that if the duke de CH/ had known, or 
been informed of the calumny ſo plentifully beſtowed upon 


him by this man, that it was more than ten to one but that he 


would paſs the reſt of his days in the Baſtile, or at Bicétre; 
adding, that it was a pity that he, or ſomebody, would not 


make the duke, or the lieutenant- general of the police, ac- 


quainted with his impertinence, if it was for nothing more 


than to. puniſh him for what he had done and ſaid againſt 
other perſons: in which opinion Sir William could not help 


joining, though neither of us would be the perſon to do him 


that office. 


I happened, a day or two after, to repeat my opigion of 


this perſon i in another company, Where his conduct was 
much 


«WT 
n a 1 if « 


5 
5 
'T 
9 * 
1 
- 


7 A Baa, on as IE IO 
2 __—_ 3 3 : : 
. er CR er r 
A — —_— E 38 0 ” 


. 


evening in his office with the marquis de 


ſ ma ] 

much ſpoke of by a knight of Malta, for having plundered 
his relation of a large ſum at play. This was about Fuly 
1761; my ſentiments and diſcourſe was (as I fince learned) 
in a few days tranſmitted to the young pretender, which, no 
doubt, as a man, he ought to have applauded, if he had an 
atom of either honour or honeſty in his heart or ſoul. No! 
theſe noble parts of the human ſtructure, with good men the 
ſource and nurſery of virtues, and of great and generous ac- 
tions, were in him the receptacles of malice, overflowing 
with tyranny and inhumanity ; through the rapid torrent of 
which I was to be (if poſſible) overwhelmed and deſtroyed, 


and which involved my unfortunate friend Lewis in ſuicide, 


a few days after. Of this my approaching ſufferings and 


misfortune, I had not the leaſt ſuſpicion, knowing myſelf free 
from any crime or reproach, and till inclined to think, that 


men of honour could not commit baſe and infamous actions. 


My next will inform you of my farther endeavours to obtain 


any paſſport, and the fatal conſequences that followed. 


LETTER TRE FORTY-SEVENTH. 


| ] HAD called at times at de Sartine's upon the former ſub- 


ject, of obtaining the paſſport ; and meeting Duval one 
, he ſaid to 
me, in his diſcourſe before him, theſe words. „Le mini- 


4 ' ſtre Monfieur feroit bien de vous mettre od vous ſerez bien 


n 6 nourri, 


—.— 


. 

ce nourre, bien blanchi, et bien chauffe. Comment Mon- 
_ « ſieur, repondis-je, il n'a que de me payer, et je ferai le 
<« reſte moi- meme puiſque je m' en irai au plutot; alors en 
ce gadreflant au marquis, Scavez vous, Monſieur marquis, 
« que ce Monſieur la a une tete capable de bouleverſer la 
& France? Vous badinez, Monſieur, lui repondis je.” The 


tranſlation of the above runs thus. * That the miniſter 
«© would do. well to put me where I might have a good 


ee table, good lodgings, &c. To which I anſwered, that he 
te had nothing more to do, but to pay me; I could do all the 
« reſt myſelf, as I ſhould go away as ſoon as I could. Then 
« directing his diſcourſe to the marquis, Do you know, Sir, 
« ſays he, that this gentleman has a head capable to over- 
ee turn France? You are bantering, Sir, I replied.” Theſe 
expreſſions, however, thus uſed by Duval, alarmed me, I 
own ; as I inſtantly ſuppoſed, that the miniſter had ſome 


deſign to ſend me to the Baſtile, and that ſomething of that 


kind had been intended or intimated, otherwiſe Duval would 
never have expreſſed himſelf in ſuch manner. 


The week following, I called again on Duval, and aſked 


him, if this ſame paſſport and money would ever come, or 
not? for my mind was exceedingly uneaſy. His anſwer was, 
that he could not tell any thing about it. He then aſked 


me, whether lord Thomond was in town? I told him, I be- 


lieved he knew as well I did; that he was at Montpellier at 
his government. Pray, continues he, when did you ſee Bu- 
Bot? I told him, I had not ſeen him for a long time. It 


would not be amiſs, replies he, if you call upon him: for, 
if I don't miſtake, there has been ſome memorial or com- 
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plaint made to count Sr. Florentin againſt you ; and Buhot 
has received orders to inquire into it. I did not believe a 
word of what he ſaid, and told him, there could be no com- 
plaint againſt me, for the very fame reaſons I formerly men- 
tioned. I aſked him to tell me the name of the perfon, or 
perſons, who had preſented ſuch memorial or complaint 
againſt me, and the ſubject of the complaint, if any ſuch 
there had been: to which he anſwered, he could not tell. 


I then told him, I would call upon Bubot, and aſk him what 


all this meant, and to inform me, whom I had offended or 
diſobliged. But Duval then defired me not to give myſelf 
the trouble ; adding, that he ſhould ſee him in a day or two, 
and would himſelf ſpeak to him; and that he would let me 
know what he ſaid, the next time I called. Which prevented 
my giving myſelf any farther trouble touching the pretended 


complaint. 


The public diſcourſe for a long time paſt, and at this time, 
run much on the affairs of Spain and Portugal; for news, 
like the fruits of the year, has its ſeaſon. Though there are 
a number of eminent politicians about the court of France, 
or ſuch as think themſelves ſo, the worſt of which by far 


ſurpaſs me, in a profeſſion and character, to which I never 


pretended ; yet, with all the fineſſe and diſguiſe they put on, 


1 perceived, by the number of couriers, diſpatches, and let- 
ters, continually going and coming to and from the miniſters 


of theſe two crowns, or to their ſovereigns themſelves, that 
there was ſomething extraordinary in the air, which, 1 
doubted not, would ſoon ſhew itſelf on the tapis. Spain, 


-- | the livery of France, and ſubſervient to her commands, 


when 


„ 
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when England is in queſtion, only attended the orders of her 
miſtreſs, and then to act conformable to her dictates. Por- 
tugal, whoſe ſovereign, by the misfortune he met with, in 
the baſe attempt upon his life, like that of Damiens upon his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, was, by that blow, now dearer to 
France than he had been at any former time, and was not 
leſs devoted than Spain to the politics and directions of the 
French miniſters: the wound was equally felt by both theſe 
ſovereigns, and the cure required the ſame remedies and ap- 


plications. The caſe of thoſe two monarchs, conſidered with 
that of the young pretender, united them all together. Hence 


it was concluded and determined, that the ſeveral ſchemes 
concerted for their fall, were the productions of the ſame 
head, though executed by different hands. The cement of 
affection, ariſing from ſelf-preſervation in a common cala- 
mity, after ſuffering and eſcaping the perilous dangers of 
conſpiracies, murders, and the like, fix on the ſoul the 
ſtrongeſt ties and bands of friendſhip, and mutual intereſt: 
the ſame kind of danger, therefore, which had threatened all, 


had now united all in one common cauſe, and in one com- 


mon intereſt. You cannot then be ſurpriſed, if France, in 
her deep and unfathomed politics, ſhould play a new game, 
and carry on a political war, conjunctively with Spain, to 
deceive and impoſe upon this nation; to draw her troops 
abroad, and leſſen her ſtrength at home; and ſtill augment 


her debts and expences. This would be a great point gain- 


ed; whilſt her more ſecret object was effectually to deſtroy 
England, by a formidable invaſion ; to the ſucceſs of which 
enterprize, nothing more aſſuredly could contribute, than by 


the national ſtrength being drawn away and diſperſed, or 
| Q 2 exhauſted 
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exhauſted at home: the accompliſhment of which moſt 


notable policy was one of the moſt aſſiduous labours in the 
cabinet of the French miniſters. 


Theſe facts and circumitances, I ſay, confidered, can any 
rational man think or imagine, that France, ſecretly labour- 
ing, in concert with Portugal, to expel the Jeſuits, and ex- 
tinguiſh their power, whilſt her other projects againſt Eng- 
land lay cloſer ſtill at heart, would in earneſt ſtand by, or 
contribute her efforts to have Portugal again involved, and 
again aſſaſſinated by the arm of Spain, in depriving his moſt 
faithful majeſty of his dominions, and the peace and tran- 
_ quillity, which his then melancholy fituation demanded, even 
from Turks and Infidels; after his kingdom had been already 
rent, by the moſt dreadful earthquake ever known or felt in 
Europe, his country and ſubjects ruined, and his royal perſon 
almoſt tore to pieces by the ſhots and wounds of their com- 
mon enemies. Seriouſly, Sir, think of theſe facts, and then 
judge, whether there be not all reaſon to believe and con- 
clude, that the war meditating, carrying on, or to be carried 
on at that time, againſt Portugal, by France and Spain, was 
not a political war, ſettled by the miniſters of thoſe powers, 
or an amicable ſuit, calculated for the above purpoſe.. 


This ſcene, however,. went. on, and. the family. compact 
was ready to be delivered, of which they had been for a long 
time in private labour; but a compact with England, of com- 
merce and friendſhip had been infinitely better for all parties. 
The Engliſb miniſter, however, was, in September 1701, at 
length removed, to the inexpreſſible joy of the French and 

| | their 
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their allies, and at the critical time, when the greateſt dangers 
threatened his royal maſter and his country; and both in the 
greateſt want of his ſervice. My next will inform you of the 
cruelty I met with, the effects of the pretended com- 


plaint. 


LETTER Tu: FORTY-EIGHTH. 


ON the firſt of Oele; following the change i in the mi- 
niſtry "of England, after taking a walk in the gardens in 
the evening, I returned home, and, about nine at night, as 
I was in my room reading, I heard a noiſe at my chamber- 
door, by perſons who ſeemed to enquire for ſomebody. One 
of them, a gentleman-like man, dreſſed in black, and a tye- 
wig, at laſt opens the door, followed by two others, and aſked, 
if that was my apartment: to which I anſwered in the affir- 
mative. He then ſhut the door, and aſked my name. By 
this time I perceived that one of the perſons, who accompa- 
nied him was Buho?'s footman, and the other a man, who 
wrote for him occaſionally, which made me conjecture that 
there was no good intended by the viſit or queſtion, On 
telling him my name, he told me I muſt go along with him. 
J aſked him where, or for what purpoſe, as I did not know 
Rim He anſwered, it was no matter; that he would tell 
me when we were abroad. I told him I would not go with 


him, unleſs he had ſome Authority to oblige me to it. He 
ſaid, 
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ſaid, that he had the king's order. Ireplied, I had never offend- 
ed the king or his miniſters; that I-would obey his orders, 
if any ſuch he had; but that I would not flir an inch with- 
out ſeeing them. He hefitated for ſome ſhort time; and 
obſerving me to look towards a two-arm'd chair, in which 
my hat lay, and my ſword ſtanding on one end therein, and 
which was very near me, he imagined, I am ſure, what was 
very far from my intentions; that is to ſay, that I was diſ- 
poſed to violence. Then aſſuring me that he had the order 
in his pocket, and that I had beſt be eaſy, and go with him; 
for that there was no harm intended againſt me. I told him, 
I was ſure I merited none from any body living; but that, 
neyertheleſs, I would not leave my room, but would be car- 
ried out, unleſs he ſhewed me his order. On hearing my 
reſolution, he came cloſe to me with a paper in his hand, 
and ſhewed me my name, and the king's ſignature, Louis, 
but would not let me ſee farther, aſſuring me again, how- 
ever, that no kind of prejudice or harm was intended me, and 
that he believed it was an affair, which, for reaſons, I ought 
to ſubmit to, as it would rather be a ſervice than an injury 
to me. I was afterwards vexed that I did not ſee by what 
miniſter the order was ſigned ; to prevent my ſeeing it was 
the reaſon, I believe, why he concealed the order in ſuch 
manner. I imagined, at that time, it had been ſigned by the 
duke de Choiſciul; but in fact his grace knew nothing of the mat- 
ter, as I ſince found; and the king's order, as I was afterwards 
informed, was counter- ſigned by St. Florentin, or de Sartine, 
by his directions. My friend lord Thomond had, about five 
weeks before, departed this life, at his government at Mont 


pelier, after a day or two's illneſs, which gaye occaſion to 
think 
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think that he had not had fair play. Had he 1020 alive at 
the time this wickedneſs was plotted againſt me, I am con- 
vinced it never had been put in execution ; at leaſt it would 
have been ſoon inquired into, and unraveled. 


Some compliments of civility having appeared in the be- 
haviour of the gentleman in black, whom I found next day 
to be a magiſtrate, I quitted the chamber, and went down 
ſtairs with him, attended by the two ſcoundrels, who came 
with him. There were lights in abundance, as the houſe 
was alarmed. The very honeſt man du Bois, my landlord, 
and the honeſt woman his wife, being both in the ſecret 


with Bubot. In no time of life did this laſt mentioned fel- 


low, I believe, ſhew the leaſt ſymptoms of modeſty or decen- 
cy, but on this occaſion: a conſcious guilt of ſhame, and 
horror alone, prevented him, I believe, from coming with 
the magiſtrate and his followers to apprehend me. Being 
come into the court of the houſe, I was conducted into a 
coach, which they had brought to the door on purpoſe. En- 


tering the coach, I perceived, at a diſtance, ſome parties of 


men attending, which I afterwards learned they had placed 
there, in order to lay hold of me, in caſe I ſhould offer to 
make any reſiſtance, or attempt to eſcape. The magiſtrate 
and his followers having got into the coach with me, the 
coachman drove on according to directions previouſly given 
him. As the night was dark, and one of the windows of 
the coach drawn up, I ſoon loſt knowledge of the ſtreet, and 
of the road and way we were going. The magiſtrate, how- 
ever, then talked to me, and told me, he was ſorry this aftair 


ſhould happen : that he hoped it- would be ſoon over, and 
deſired 
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deſired me not to be uneaſy. I told him, as the truth was, 
that if I had any thing, to charge myſelf with, of a bad na- 
ture, I ſhould be the moſt miſerable of mankind; but that 
as I had neither ſaid or done any thing to the prejudice and 
diſhonour of the king or his government, and that I could 
defy the miniſters to mark out an action of my life unbe- 
coming a gentleman ; therefore I certainly ought to conſole 
myſelf, as knowing I had nothing to fear where truth and 
juſtice-prefided. But pray, Sir, where am I to be carried? I 
ſuppoſe you are conducting me to priſon. Are you carrying 
me to the Baſtile? I can't tell you where you are going, re- 
plied the magiſtrate, but I believe it is not far. Whilſt we 
were thus talking the coach ſtopped, and a man opens the 
door, and the magiſtrate, on getting out of the coach, be- 
haved with great complaiſance and good manners, ſhook 
hands with me, begging I would not take ill the part he had 
been obliged to take in this affair; for that he only did his 
duty, in obedience to the king's order. Then telling me 
again that he believed it was an affair of no conſequence, and 

that he hoped he ſhould have the pleaſure of ſeeing me ſoon; 
he told me I muſt go along with thoſe perſons, who accom- 
panied me, and that we had not far to go: when, wiſhing 
me a good night, he quitted the coach, and went away. 


1 perceived by the man, who ſhut the door, that there 
were others following the coach, or ſo I apprehended ; and 
I obſerved, whilſt the coach ſtopped, that I was near Pont- 
neuf. Driving therefore over that bridge, as it leads directly 
to the Baſtile, I immediately concluded that my harbingers 
were conducting me to that dreadful place. The coachman 

who, 
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who, on paſſing the bridge, turned to the right without my 
obſerving it, had not drove a time half ſufficient to arrive at 
the Baſtile, when the coach, which went at a ſmart pace, 
on a ſudden ſtopped. The door of the coach was inſtantly 
ſurrounded by ſeveral perſons, when two gaolers, or turn- 
keys of the priſon, (for this was the priſon-door of fort / Ev&que 
on the quay, not far from Pont- neuf came alſo to the door and 
received me. The two fellows who had conducted me came 
into the lobby, or out room of the priſon, which is but ſmall, 
and between two priſon doors, and whiſpered the gaoler, 
and then they, with the others who had attended, went 


away. 


It was now after ten o'clock, and the priſoners all locked 
up in their chambers for the night. I obſerved the gaoler to 
write my name in a book, „committed by order of the king.” 
J aſked for a chamber, and the gaoler conducting me up a pair 
of winding ſtone ſtairs, like thoſe of a ſteeple, unlocked a 
room door, on which were two or three locks, and put me 
in the room, ſaying, it was the only one I could have, and 
inſtantly locked me in. There was no light; but on my en- 
tering, by the gaoler's light I perceived ſeveral men lying on 
the ground half naked; and on one fide of the room I ob- 
ſerved a kind of guard bed, which was alſo covered with 


men. 


One of theſe men, who had got a glimpſe of me on com- 
ing in, had the complaiſance and good nature to get up, and 
make room for me, either to ſit or lie down. 
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Thofe perſons, who were here confined, were moſt of then: 
deſerters. The priſon is in itſelf a royal priſon, where per- 
ſons for debt, as well as for crimes againſt the ſtate, and other 
offences, are confined, It was at this time very full; and 
amongſt the large number under the misfortune of loſs of 1i- 


berty, there were counts, marquis, many officers, ſome from 


Canada, and others of different places, of tolerable condi- 
tion, as I found next day. The further narration you will 


find in the following letter. 


LETTER Tas FORTY-NINTH, 


* O U may eafily believe that ſleep did not once invade my 
eyes this night. As ſoon as the morning appeared, 


which I thought would never arrive, and that the room door 


was opened, I walked out in a wretched gallery, where num- 
bers of people were going and coming to and from the pri- 
ſoners and their apartments. I knew not what to do, who 
to ſpeak to, or where to turn me. Whilſt I remained all 
night ſitting on the fide of the guard-room bed, a thouſand 


different thoughts and apprehenſions revolved in my mind. 


I began to think that this cruelty and injuſtice was a fcheme 
of the miniſters, to ſhut me up for life, to prevent my ſpeak- 
ing or diſclofing any thing touching the Jeſuits ; and that 
that Providence, on which I had ſo much rely'd, had now 

forfaken 
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forſaken and abandoned me, leaving me a facrifice to tyran- 
ny and oppreſſion; and that my ſchemes for the ſervice of 
my king and country were for ever deſtroyed and rendered 
abortive, My repentance for coming into France was truly 
ſincere, and confirmed by ſome filent tears, which at times 
fell from my eyes in the dark, more like tears of blood than 
water. I was far from home, in a ſtrange country; and, now 
I might ſtay, without acquaintance or friend ; for there is no 
friend or acquaintance who will venture to approach a man, 
who is in gaol by the king's order; or whoſe crime is not 
known, but with the greateſt danger and hazard ; except he 
has the miniſter's permiſſion, or that he ſecretly knows he 
may venture on ſuch viſit without offence. Is this, ſays I to 
myſelf, the recompence the king was to make me! Is this 
the care that his majeſty himſelf was to take of me! No, 
no; the king knows not this cruelty and injuſtice : his royal 
name and authority is proſtituted and abuſed to the arbitrary 
will and power of villains and murderers, who ſeek my life, 
and have thus ſent me here to periſh, or die à petit feu, flow- 
ly, or by inches, and who deſerve my place as much as thieves, 
robbers, or aſſaſſins. Thus I reflected, and thus, in my firſt 
ſorrows, I reſigned all hope of outliving this unmerited and 
unjuſt oppreſſion. But, alas! how greatly I was miſtaken 
with regard to the ſecret decrees of Providence, will be ſeen 
by the event; and that when we think her ſmiles are far- 
theſt from us, we are juſt going to enjoy the greateſt bleſſ- 
ings ſhe can Ros and that we may. truly ſay with 
 Dryaen, 
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From ſuch examples, then, 
Let mankind learn, 5 
That powerful villainy at laſt ſhall mourn, 


And myjur'd virtue triumph in its turn. 


Again I began to comfort myſelf with the goodneſs of a 
divine providence; and as I had not in any reſpect offended, 
I {till at times flattered myſelf to find a miraculous deliverance 
through the influence of her power, as nothing but a miracle, 
I thought, could deliver me. Walking in the wretched gal- 
lery, as I ſaid above, a perſon in his night-gown walked paſt 
me, who, looking very ſtedfaſtly at me, ſuddenly turned to 
me, and ſaluted me, aſking, if I was not ſuch a perſon, whom 


he had accidentally ſeen the year before with a friend of his? 


I told him, I was the fame perſon. My God! Sir, replies he, 
what are you doing in this place? I hope you are not a pri- 


ſoner here, continues he; tho' he ſuſpected I was a priſoner ; 


for he eafily perceived by my looks, that I was in trouble. 


1 told him, I was arreſted and brought thither the night be- 


fore, and that I knew not for what. This perſon was one 
Mr. Framacourt, a merchant of the city, confined for debt, 
and who was much connected with a gentleman called 7he 
count de Tefſon, then alſo a priſoner, for ſomething he had 
threatened to do to marſhal Belleiſle, or ſomething he had 


ſaid to him, which was deemed a menace. Framacourt hay= 
ing brought me to his room, where I met the count, I re- 


tated to them the manner in which I had been uſed ; which 


much ſurpriſed them. They afked, if I was ſure that I was 


put in priſon by the king's order, and if I knew for what 


crime, or on what charge? I told them, I had committed 


NO 
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no crime or offence, directly or indirectly. One of them 
went, and informed himſelf from the book, that it was by 


the king's order I was confined. Their ſurpriſe, on this in- 


quiry, ſtill increaſed, to think or find out, why I, on being 
brought in, was not ſent to the place called au Secret, and 
detained there twenty-four hours, or until examined by the 
commiſſary. But this formality being, by private orders of 
the miniſter, laid aſide or omitted, with reſpect to me, for 
political reaſons, they, as did all other perſons, who had 
heard any thing of this affair, immediately concluded, that 
there was no crime laid to my charge; and that my confine- 
ment was ſome miniſterial trick, to anſwer or favour ſome 
private purpoſe. 


My anxieties were very great, leſt ſome misfortune had 
happened by or from my papers; which made 'me requeſt 
the favour of Framacourt to get me ſome perſon of confi- 
dence, to carry a note for me to my lodgings: which he did. 
I then wrote a line to my gouvernante, the perſon who had 
care of my cloaths and apartment, defiring her to come with 
the bearer. Framacourt had given directions for a bed for 


me in his room, where I ſettled, and the count joined us in 


providing for our table; ſo that we were to live and eat to- 


. 5 


The meffenger being returned with the perſon to whom ! 
had wrote the billet, I took her aſide, and gave her a letter, 
with directions to go in haſte, and to bring me my papers. 
My impatience to ſee them was beyond expreſſion, as it is 
beyond belief, In about two hours the meſſenger returned, 

with 
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with the perſon I had ſent for; and Framatourt leaving the 
om, as is the cuſtom in thoſe places, when any particular 
comes to ſpeak to another on buſineſs, the papers (all which 
I had ſealed up under covers) were duly delivered to me, 
untouched or n to my — joy and ſatiſ- 
faction. 


1 then told my gouvernante, that thoſe papers concerned 
my life, and the lives of many others; that my family af- 
fairs were alſo connected therein; and that my ruin, or hap- 
pineſs for ever, depended on concealing and preſerving them: 
that they were all wrote in Engliſß, and that I would not 
have them ſeen by any of the French, who, out of curioſity, 
would perhaps have them tranſlated, and inform themſelves 
of my private affairs ; which, though I did not value if they 
were known to all the world, was a diſagreeable imperti- 
nence, I ſhould be glad to avoid, if poſſible. I likewiſe add- 
ed, that as it might probably happen, that I might be car- 
ried away from thence to the Baſtile, or to ſome remote priſon 
in the country, where I ſhould be no more heard of, that, 
if ſuch misfortune ſhould happen to me, I begged of her to 
take the papers to London, at which place my gouvernante 
- had been about three years preceding, and ſo long before I 
had known her; and that, on arriving at London, to deliver 
the papers to the king, or his miniſter, who would, on read- 
ing them, procure me my liberty, and cauſe me to be ſent 
home; by which ſhe might be ſure to be provided for, and 
to receive a recompence, ſuch as her ſervice for me on this 
occaſion ſnould merit, in a moſt generous manner. Theſe, 
and the like — mingled with ſeveral other reaſons, 
ſtruck 
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ſtruck the mind with expectations, and made an impreſſion 
on my gouvernante; who, concluding her fortune made, if 
I could obtain my liberty by any method whatſoever, pro- 


miſed all fidelity, and to diſpoſe of, or conceal the papers, as 
I directed. I then ſealed them up again, and fent them to 


be locked up and ſecreted in the hands of an old woman, 
who could neither read nor write, and who had my diſ- 
poſition T could with to ſerve me. | 


LETTER Tus FIFTIETH. 


FH E papers being thus ſecured, my mind was ſome= 

what relieved from the fears that diſturbed me on that 
head : and though I thought at the ſame time, that the riſk 
I run, in committing thoſe papers to the charge and care of 
perſons not too well known to me, or perhaps not too much 
to be relied upon, was very great, it was then unavoidable, 
and the only expedient I could think of at that time for pre- 
ſerving them. Moreover, I flattered myſelf, that, by the 
precautions which J had taken, and thoſe arguments above 
mentioned, there was a great probability of ſucceeding in my 
deſign, of having them effectually concealed. In the moſt 


perilous undertakings, we are often obliged to commit the 


moſt valuable things to chance and hazard: in my caſe, 
however, nothing (it 1 is moſt certain) but the diſtreſs and ne- 


ceſſity I was under, f in ſuch a precarious ſituation, could have 
prevailed 
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prevailed upon me to conñde theſe papers to any perſon Ur- 
ing: in a word, I thought I was now entering on the tra- 
gedy of All for Love, or The World well lſt, and. as neceſ— 
tity, that knows no law, obliged me to ſubmit to this preca- 
rious meaſure, I was ſtimulated by theſe conſiderations to 


fink or ſwim by the effects. 


All my PRE Oe Wine at Paris, as well as at Verſailles, were 
now alarmed with the news of my being conducted priſoner, 
by the king's order, to Fort /' Evegue. This impriſonment 
was much talked of, and became the common topic of con- 

verſation in moſt companies; but the cauſe thereof was a 
myſtery to the public, as well as to me. The former was 
not wanting to ſuggeſt a thouſand different judgments and 
opinions on the occaſion. The news of this misfortune was 
alſo ſpread to Sr. Germain, and had reached the ears of my 
unfortunate friend Lewis. He ſoon ſet out for Paris. On 
meeting our gouvernante, they came together to my room ; 
at which time there happened to be ſeveral gentlemen in the 
chamber with me. On entering the room, and ſeeing me, 
he ſtood amazed and aghaſt. I obſerved the tears in his eyes, 
and all the muſcles of his face inſtantly convulſed. I im- 
mediately drew near him, and aſked him what was the mat-_ 
ter with him, but he was for ſome time before he would 
ſpeak ; and when he did, it was only to ſay, Ah! the villains, 
what murder is this? I conſoled him as well as I could, and 
told him, he knew as well I did, that I had nothing to fear. 
He had known, for about five years paſt, all my actions, and 
all my thoughts, except the affair of Hamilton. As far as 
any man could know another's, he knew mine; and that I 


had 
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had not, in thought, word, or deed, I may venture to ſay, 
wilfully or knowingly offended any perſon whatſoever ; that 
I had always a pleaſure in doing good, if in my power; and 
that I hated to do ill to thoſe who acted badly. This ever 
was, and ever will be, I hope, my true and natural diſpoſi- 
tion, which I can boaſt of without vanity. I, therefore, 
again comforted him, by telling him this trouble would ſoon 
be over ; and that I looked upon it as a ſtate trick, He re- 
plied, it was a trick, he believed, of the pretender and Ber- 
tin, becauſe I aſked for money. I begged of him to be eaſy, 
aſſuring him privately, that it would be the happieſt accident 
of my life, if I once got my liberty ; and that I feared not 
But to have it ſoon, for that I was determined to write to the 
king, and many great men, to make the injuſtice, by one 
means or other, known to his majeſty. I likewiſe told him, 

there was a memorial going to be preſented to St. Florentin, 
and that I did not doubt but he would order me my liberty 
In a day or two; for I ſuſpected at this time, that this cru- 
elty and injuſtice proceeded entirely from the duke de Chot- 


ferul. 


My friend was ſomewhat appeaſed with theſe arguments, 
and my diſcourſe. Promiſing to dine with me, he went to 
take a walk whilſt dinner was getting ready ; but, being 
come into the ſtreet with our gouvernante, who was going 
to market, he ſaid he could not bear to return to that dread- 
ful place, to fee me in ſuch a ſituation, from whence, he ſaid, 

he feared I ſhould never be releaſed; and, full of this no- 
tion, of which, I own, there was the greateſt appearance, 

Vor. II. 8 he 
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he returned, loaded with trouble, to Sr. Germain, perſuaded 
I ſhould never be ſet at liberty. 


A memorial for &. Flarentin being prepared, ſetting forth 
the injuſtice J laboured under, by being impriſoned without 
any crime alledged or laid to my charge, and praying him to 
order my releaſement or diſcharge, was delivered to that mi- 
niſter at the Louvre, on the firſt audience day at that place, 
after I had been confined ; and I was fully perſuaded in my 
own mind, that he would have ſent me word that-he would 
inquire into it, as I then imagined that I was confined by. 
orde? of the duke de Choiſeiul, and that he would intereſt 
| himſelf for me with the ſaid duke, to prevail with him to 

give me my liberty, and a paſſport to go home. I little ſuſ- 
pected at that juncture, that this conſpiracy formed againſt 
my life and liberty, was the induſtrious project of his own 
and Bertin's political ingenuity, contrived by the young pre- 
tender, or at his requeſt, and by his direction. * 


This upright, worthy miniſter, as ſoon as he had read the. 
memorial, turned upon his red heel (and high ones he wears, 
to make him appear tall) and, with a ſurly look and haughty 
tone, ſaid to the perſon who preſented the memorial, He has 
nothing to do but to pay his debts, and go away. When 
this was reported to me, by the perſon to whom he had thus 
ſpoke, I anſwered, Lord bleſs me! you know as well as I, 
that I do not owe a ſhilling to any one, except the trifle I 
owe Du Bois, my landlord, and which is by their own order, 
and to be by them paid. Why did you not tell him ſo ? 
He would not give me time to ſpeak, replied the perſon ; 

and 
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and continued, You muſt teaze him, and apply again and 

again; though he ſeemed very angry. Well, thinks I, this 
is extraordinary indeed; but it does not come from thence ; 
there is ſomething more than Du Bois in the clouds. How- 
ever, an inquiry was neceſſary, I thought, touching Du Bois: 
in making of which, I found that I had been watched and 
obſerved for a long time; that there being no pretence to 
be found for throwing me into priſon, nor crime, or pre- 
tended crime, to be alledged for ſuch a proceeding, an expe- 
dient was thought of to ſupply that want : for which pur- 
poſe, Bubot, the tool of miniſterial wickedneſs, was employed 
to make Du Bois ſign a certificate and a memorial, that I 
owed him money, and was going away without paying him; 
and on Bubot's promiſing to get him the money from the mi- 
niſter, Du Bois thereupon ſigned ſuch memorial and certifi- 
cate, as Bubot prepared and deſired, which ſerved as the 
pretended foundation for Sr. Florentin to iſſue the king's order 
to caſt me into priſon. But Da Bois never got a ſhilling 
from them, I believe: for, when he went afterwards to de 
Sartine to demand the money, and finding no encouragement, 
or expectation of any performance of the promiſe made to 
him by Bubot, he began to make a noiſe, and to expoſe this 
tranſaction; on which he was ill uſed, turned out of the 

| houſe, and threatened. Such were the mean and wicked 
ſchemes made uſe of to form a pretended legal pretext to 
ruin me. Theſe particulars came to my knowledge a day 
or two after I obtained my liberty. 


Some time after, Bubot having determined to torment and 


mortify Lewis, and to load him with new affliction, as well 
3-2 as 


1 } 
2s to prejudice the minds of my acquaintance againſt me, 
He gave out, that I was put into the cachot, or the dungeon, 
loaded with irons, by order of the miniſter. This being 
communicated to Lewzs, it ſtrangely alarmed him, and ſtruck 
him with ſuch an inſupportable dread and affliction, that, on 
the morning after he had heard this news, as he called it, as 
ſoon as he was dreſſed, he cut his throat, in his apartment at 
St. Germain. The wound not being mortal, he faſtened his 
handkerchief round his throat, and went down ſtairs. His 
landlady meeting him at the ſtreet- door, as he was going out, 
aſked him, what was the matter, and the cauſe of ſo much 
blood being on his coat ? He told her for anſwer, that as he 
had been ſhaving, he had cut himſelf. The woman was 
frightened, knowing he never ſhaved himfelf; and feeing 
him look troubled, ſhe defired him not to go out till he had 
firſt breakfaſted. He replied, he would only take a little 
turn in the wood (which was before the door) and then re- 
turn. As ſoon as he got into the wood, he went to one of 
the little rivulets, of which there are a number, running 
through that delightful place, about the depth and breadth 
of gutters, uſed in a bleeching yard, undreſſed himſelf, and 
having ſettled his cloaths in a regular manner on the bank or 
edge of the rivulet, he thruſt his head down into the mud 
and water, and ſuffocated himſelf, before any perſon could 
come to his relief. The motives of this raſh and unfortunate 
action were the terrors he was under, at the ufage he ſaw 
me receive, with the apprehenfions of his meeting with the 
ſame fate. The town was ſoon alarmed with his misfor- 
tune, though to no other purpoſe, but to do the laſt offices, 


which death, in ſuch circumſtances, exact and require. I 
have 


| [ 14.1 ] ; 

have ſpoke of this gentleman's principles and ſentiments in 
another place: it is not, therefore, neceſſary to ſay any thing 
farther of him here, except what friendſhip and gratitude 
demands of me, and which I ſhall confine to a very few 
words; that is to ſay, that, living, I eſteemed him for his 
virtues, friendſhip, and fincerity ; that, dead, his memory 
will be dear to me; and that I ſhall never think of him but 
with ſorrow ;- wiſhing, as in a fimilar caſe he would do (if 
living) that God may pardon thoſe who were the cauſe, or the 
authors of his unhappy end. 5 Sane 


Provitence,- which I dates had A 80 me, began 
now to give me ſome glimmering hopes of her ſecret power 
and good intentions in my favour, whilſt I was ſink ing un- 
der anguiſh and deſpair, by raifing me a friend, to whom I 
had not the honour to be at that time known; who, as it 
were, inſpired by heaven, undertook my cauſe, in order to 
work out my deliverance when I leaſt expected it. I was 
adviſed to write to the counteſs of Chately, and to make her 
acquainted with my complaints, the injuſtice I laboured un- 
der, and to pray her to intereſt herſelf for me with the mini- 
ſters, that I might obtain my liberty, being unjuſtly impri- 
ſoned and oppreſſed. Before I enter further on the detail of 
this buſineſs, it will not, I hope, be diſagreeable to you, that 
I ſhould fay, in this place, a word or two touching the cha- 
racer of this lady and her ſpouſe, and of the true motives 
which induced me to apply to her, preferable to any other 


perſon. 
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She is daughter to the marquis de Rochorre, and married 


to the count da Chately, who was nearly related to the late 


emperor, and of one of the firſt families amongſt the nobili- 
ty of. France, and who was actually, at this very time, am- 


baſſador extraordinary at Vienna from his moſt chriſtian ma- 
jeſty, where the counteſs, who was the firſt lady of honour 


to the dauphineſs, was with impatience expected by the em- 
preſs as ambaſſadrix, as well as by her worthy and beloved 
ſpouſe. The great abilities of the count da Chately, as well 
in the cabinet as in the field, with his extenſive knowledge 
in the liberal arts and ſciences, and his conſtant ſtudies there- 
in after the moſt liberal and refined education, in which he 
made the greateſt proficiency, are known to all the literary 
world; as well as the great and incomparable talents of the 
late counteſs da Chately his mother, whoſe learning and 
writings not only placed her as a member of the royal aca- 
demy at Paris, but alſo gave occaſion to that learned ſo- 
ciety to wear a deep mourning for her death, to teſtify their 


ſorrow for the unſpeakable loſs of ſo great a genius and bene- 


factrix, who had, by her writings, laid them under the 
greateſt obligations. Nor was his majeſty of Pruſſia leſs at= 
tentive, by his care and perſonal viſits to the count da Chately, 
after this nobleman had been found amongſt the dead, in a 
bloody battle fought in Germany laſt war, (where the.count 


then acted as one of the generals commanding in the French 


army) to have him cured of his ſeveral dangerous wounds, 
which were at that time thought mortal ; thereby to teſtify 
his regard and eſteem for ſuch a diſtinguiſhed perſonage. 


With reſpect to the counteſs his lady, (being more than 


happy in each other) there are few of her ſex who equal, 
2 and 
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and a much leſs number that ſurpaſs her, in all the virtues 
and amiable qualities that are worthy either our imitation or 
admiration in this life. Her graceful and lovely perſon; her 
religious practices, freed from every tincture of hypocriſy ; 
her charity to the needy and neceffitous, where the widow 
and orphan are her firſt care, without ſhew or oſtentation: 
her generoſity equal to that of a ſovereign princeſs ; her un- 
bounded humanity and. greatneſs of ſoul ; render her the de- 
light of all who behold her, the felicity of her acquaintance, 
the unblemiſhed, and at the ſame time one of the brighteſt 
ornaments of the court where ſhe reſides, without a ſingle 
enemy to diſturb her. The brilliant equipage and retinue, | 
which conducted her as ambaſſadrix to Vienna in June 1762, 
where ſhe then went by his moſt chriſtian majeſty's orders, 
to join the count her ſpouſe : the great condeſcenſion of the 
empreſs queen, in coming to meet her on the road, and 
welcome her to the imperial capital; with the rich preſents. 
made to her by the empreſs, have been at times, but in 
part, made known to the public, by all the foreign papers; 
nor ſhould I mention thoſe things here, but-as teſtimonies to 
prove to you, the high eſteem and merit of her illuſtrious 
qualifications, as well as thoſe of the count her ſpouſe. You - 
will not, after this true. and faithful picture of this happy 
pair (free from adulation or expectation of ever ſeeing the 
faces of either) be turprized that I ſhould addreſs myſelf, 
under ſuch diſtreſſed circumſtances as I then was ſinking un- 
der, to a perſon adorned with ſuch accompliſhments, and 
poſſeſſed of ſuch tranſcendent virtues, from whence intereſt, 
power and influence, muſt conſequentially appear with cer- 
5 tainty 
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tainty to flow, which were the motives of writing to her; 
the ſucceſs of which I ſhall relate to you in another letter. 


LETTER THt FIFTY-FIRST. 


THR EE perfons, whom I had never ſeen before, richly 
dreſſed, came to the priſon and enquired for me, two 
or three days after my letter had been received and conſider- 
ed; the motive of which was to be farther informed and fa- 
_ tisfied of my caſe. I had no difficulty in making it appear 
that I was unjuſtly impriſoned, and cruelly wronged and 
diſtreſſed, without any real cauſe or foundation for ſuch in- 
human treatment. This, and all I had faid on this ſubject, 
was duly and faithfully reported to this lady, as well as to ſome 
other perſons of eminent rank at the court, who alſo began 
to make farther enquiry about me, and the cauſe of my im- 
priſonment; amongſt whom was the count 4 Herouville, 
Whoſe face I had never ſeen, and to whom TI never wrote or 
applied. He had heard ſomething of my character, and that 
I was confined as above: but deſirous to be confirmed in the 
truth, he wrote to de Sartine, deſiring to know the cauſe of 
my being in priſon. An anſwer to this letter not being ſent 
to him within the proper time, and as ſoon as he expected, 
he was much offended thereat, and threatened, as I was well 


informed, to go to de Sartine, and ſerve him as the duke de 
Richliew 


1 1 


Richheu did Berrier, if he had not an anſwer in twenty-four 
hours, and directed one Mr. Dennie, his ſecretary, to go early 
next morning: to Duval for de Sartine's anſwer, and to inti- 
mate his reſentment for this negle&t. In a few hours after, 
the count received a moſt complaiſant letter from de Sartine, 
making ſeveral] apologies for not writing ſooner; adding in 
theſe words: © quant a monſieur Mac Alleſter, il n'y a rien 
« de grave ſir ſon compte.” (That is to ſay) © with regard 
* to Mr. Mac Alleſter, there is nothing of conſequence that 
concerns him.” This anſwer did not fail to exaſperate the 
count, who, as I was alſo informed, danin'd the ſcoundrels 
of the police, and all their tricks; ſaying, why the d do 
they keep a man in priſon, who has not been guilty of any 
offence! He was determined to purſue this affair directly 
and warmly, as I was well aſſured; but being ordered away 
to the coaſt the next day, I heard nothing farther from that 
quarter; nor could I expect it, as the court and all the mini- 
ſters were now gone to Fountainbleau. My impriſonment 
made daily more noiſe ; and though many ſecretly pitied me, 
and condemned the injuſtice done me, with ſome execrations 
on the authors, not any of my former acquaintance or intt- 
mates would viſit me, or ſend to me. 


I was in my own mind perſuaded, that Sir Milliam Stuart 
did not ſleep two hours in the twenty-four with content, or 
free from fears for ſeveral weeks: and I was not without ap- 
prehenſions, that, from the like dreads, which affected Les, 
he might have gone the ſame road. I had ſent (amongſt 

Vor. II, y others) 
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others) to general Nugent *, with whom I daily paſt ſome 
hours, and who, after the duke Fi*2- James, ſince lord Tho- 
mond's death, was, and very juſtly, one of the firſt of the Iriſb 
in France; but I might as well have ſent to general Braddock. 
I ſent to ſeveral others, who, I thought, would have been 
ready to break the priſon doors or walls, to releaſe or reſcue 

me : 


r a — — * 1 — 8 — — 
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* I was deſcended, by my mother's ſide, from Oliver Plunket, lord Lowth, 
the prolific branches of that ancient houſe, which ſpread much in T7reland, 
whilſt the civil wars drove and diſperſed them ; many of whom went into Ger- 
many, Spain, Portugal, or France, which gave me ſometimes an opportunity of 
meeting ſome family relations abroad, though diſtant and remote. My grand- 
father, by my mother, was nearly related to the Cuſals of Regare, which ce- 
_ mented a friendſhip between me and old brigadier Cu/a# of the ſame family, 
though born in France. My uncle, Owgan Dungan of Caftletown, near Dublin, 
forieited that eſtate ; but Valter Dungan, the laſt earl of Limerick, of the fame 
family, and who had been governor of New York, claimed that eſtate in truſt 
for my uncle's children, ohn, Thomas, and Walter; the eldeſt of whom refuſ- 
ing to marry his daughter, he fold the eflate to Mr. Connolly, a worthy good 
man, who was ſeventeen times, I think, one of the lords juſtices of Ireland, a 
friend to the family ever after. The beſt part of the purchaſe-money was, by 
old Limerick, remitted to France to general Nugent's father, whoſe wife or mo- 
ther was a Dungan, and daughter of the family; but Mr. Connelly, in his uſual 
prudence and wiſdom, would not pay the whole of the purchaſe-money till the 
ſeal was confirmed by my couſins John and Thomas, who were, by the old fox 
lord Dungan, ſtarved, I may fay, into a compliance, and who confirmed the 
feal ; but Walter being under age, his ſigning was paſt over. In conſideration, 
however, of this act, his lordſhip ſettled all his acquiſitions in New York, whilſt 
governor of that province, or the greateſt part of them, on his relations, John, 
Thomas, and Walter, who went from my father's houſe and ſettled there, where 
they or their children now enjoy that eſtate. This created another kind of re- 
lationſhip between general Nugent and me, or at leaſt a particular friendſhip ; 
but my regard for him proceeded more from his perſonal worth, merit, and bra- 
very, than from any worn-out affinity. | 


[247 1 


me: but I might as well have ſent for help to the antipedes. 


George Kelly, who went the ſummer following to the other 
world, to anſwer for his conduct in this; and who, at this 
time, began to be ſuſpected and hated by his moſt intimate 
friends; and whoſe artifice but here I muſt ſtop, to fol- 


low the maxim, de mortuis nil nifi bonum. He had taken 


care, with Wolf, his, and one of the pretender's collectors 
and bankers for Engliſb affairs, privately to poiſon every 
body of their acquaintance againſt me, infinuating that I was 
confined for life, and that I would periſh petit à petit (by 
little and little). Thus my friends, or nominal friends and 
acquaintance, were intimidated from coming or ſending to 
me; and my hopes of their ſerving me with their intereſt, 

ſolicitations or otherwiſe, and every other reſource, were 
lopped off or removed, by the tyrannic politics of the young 
pretender and his agents. 


4 


The court being at Fountainbleau for ſome weeks, the 
counteſs da Chatelet had accompanied the dauphineſs thither, 
and her ladyſhip, from a kind and tender affection, like that 


of a mother, which the had beſtowed on a fine boy, my fon, 


who was at that time accounted very handſome; and tho' 
but four years old, his little addreſs and figure had not only 
captivated her heart and affection, ſo that ſhe took him with 
her wherever ſhe went, dreſſed and attended in a princely 
manner, as all Paris knew; but alſo the little innocent had 
likewiſe gained the affection of the ducheſs of Gramont, the 
duke de Choijernl's ſiſter, and ſeveral others of the firſt nobi- 
lity of the court; in ſo much, that the ſureſt way to make 
their court to the counteſs was through him; and by 
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this accident I began to have a powerful and irreſiſtible 
party in my favour, by which I hoped to vanquiſh the 


deſigns of my enemies, and, in the end, to carry my point. 


I faw clearly the wonderful and miraculous hand of Providence 
extending itſelf for my relief, and that an honeſt man, acting 
upon juſt and honeſt principles, ſhould never deſpair of a di- 
vine aſſiſtance, however hidden or remote it may appear to our 
ſhort- ſighted views. 


The good and beneficent counteſs had not been long at 
Fcuntainbleau before the attacked St. Florentin, and demand- 
ed the reaſon of my confinement, and an order for my liber- 


ty. The anſwer he gave her, on this application, ſo ſhocked 


her, that all hopes for my deliverance vaniſhed. The court 


had returned to Verſailles, and the counteſs, after ſome ſhort 
ſtay at Verſailles, returned to Paris: and though I had been 


now about three months impriſoned, I would not make any 


application to the duke de Chorſeiul, J was reſolved to die 
there ſooner than humble myſelf to a man, whom I looked 
upon as my unprovoked murderer, and who had uſed me 
with ſuch cruelty and injuſtice, not doubting but that the 


vengeance of heaven would purſue him for my blood. 


The ducheſs of Gramont being frequently with the coun- 
teſs, and both importuned by the prattling and amuſing tongue 
of my little advocate, as yet undefiled with falſehood or de- 
ceit, who not knowing how to tell a lie, the two ladies de- 
termined to open the matter to the duke, whom J had en- 
tirely wronged in my thoughts of his being the perſon who 
had iſſued the order for my being committed to priſon. I had 

| : | learned, 
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learned, that Sr. Plorentin and his agents had given out, that 


the reaſon of my being confined was, that he had diſcovered, 


that I had carried on a ſecret correſpondence with the mi- 


niſters of England; and this, I believe, was the anſwer he 
gave the counteſs at Fountainbleau. There is never wanting 
a feaſible or legal pretence for a wicked action, when men 


in power have done what is unwarrantable, or are reſolved to 


do it. The truth was, that I had no correſpondence with any 


man living; nor had I wrote a letter to England ſince I had left 


it. I knew, therefore, that this pretext was a ſample of a new 
falſehood, to ſanctify this infamous action. On my affair being 


firſt mentioned to the duke, he ſaid he was ſurpriſed, declared, 
upon the word and honour of a duke, and peer of France, 
that it was the firſt time he had heard of it, and deſired a 
few days to inquire into it. I had alſo learned thus much, 


and begun to be ſorry for having entertained ſuch an opinion 


of him. My next will inform you of the manner in which: 


this buſineſs concluded. 


» 


LETTER THz FIFTY-SECOND. 


8 determined to make uſe of, and improve every 
advantage in my power, towards my deliverance, that 
fortune ſhould throw in my way, I changed my reſolution, 
and wrote a letter to the duke, acquainting his lordſhip, that 


I had been informed of the report raiſed againſt me, to pre- 
; judice 
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judice me in the minds of thoſe, who were, or might be, diſ- 
poſed, from the love of juſtice, to ſerve me; praying his lord- 
ſhip to give directions immediately to the king's attorney- 
general to make out a proceſs againſt me, that all France and 
the world might ſee the injuſtice and oppreſſion, under which 
I then lay, and had ſo long ſuffered. Having finiſhed my 
letter, I incloſed it, and ſent it open,. to be peruſed by the 
counteſs, who was much ſurpriſed (as I was ſoon informed) 
at the boldneſs of this deſire or challenge; which gave her, 
and the ducheſs alſo, new courage to ſolicit for my deliver- 
ance with new reſolution ; knowing in their own minds, that 
4 man guilty of ſo dangerous a charge, as that which was then 
| pretended to be alledged againſt me, would rather delay and 
avoid the examination and puniſhment of his crime, than to 
haſten and urge the execution of both, if he had any guilt 
upon him. This letter, however, carried its own weight, 
and gave ſuch ſatisfaction, that it drew tears from the tender 
eyes of my noble and illuſtrious advocates. A French gen- 
tleman, who had a conſiderable charge at court, and who 
had likewiſe intereſted himſelf for me, being to ſup with the 
duke the night following, put the letter in his pocket, and 
took it with him to Yer/ailles; which he delivered to the 
duke as ſoon as ſupper was over; and, after introducing my 
name, and my complaint as the prelude, the duke, on this 
application, and reading my letter, again expreſſed his ſur- 
priſe, and declared he had neither known or heard of my 
being impt iſoned, as above, Being touched with the juſtice 
of the demand made by my letter, which was, in a day or 
two following, heartily ſeconded after ſupper by the repre- 
ſentations and ſolicitations of the two ladies, my guardian 

angels, 
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angels, the duke promiſed in a few days to inquire particu- 
larly into it, and that, at all events, I ſhould have my liberty. 


This news was ſoon communicated to me, which I re- 
ceived with infinite pleaſure, you will eafily believe. Yet 
my deliverance did not come ſo ſoon as I expected; for, in 
about five or ſix days after, being called to come to ſpeak to 
a gentleman (as I was told) who was waiting for me in the 
parlour belonging to the priſon, whom ſhould I meet there 
but Bubot. Several gentlemen of the priſon knew him; and 
at his departure told me, that he had paſſed through all the 
low ſtages of this life; that he had been a common foldier, 
and a bailiff's follower, and the like, without ſpeaking of his 
mother's occupation ; in a word, that he was a man capable 
of every thing that was bad: which greatly aſtoniſhed me, 
to think why ſuch a man ſhould be thus employed. The 
deceitful hypocrite paid me, however, ſome compliments, 
and then told me, he was ſent to me by Mr. de Sartine, to 
let me know, that if I would write him a letter, or a billet 
of two or three lines, importing, that if he would procure 
me my liberty, I would leave France, he would, in a few 
days, obtain an order for my enlargement. This was all I 
wanted, as my own politics dictated to me, that my getting 
out of the kingdom was better to proceed from them, than 
by any farther requeſts of mine, after the many applications 
which I had formerly made, without any effect, for that pur- 
poſe; leſt my perſeverance therein, at that juncture, might 
raiſe ſuſpicion, and prevent it. Returning directly to my 
room, I wrote the letter as deſired, and ſoak it to de Sartine: 
it was now the month of Jamary i ; and notwithſtanding the 

weather 
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weather was very ſevere, I was ready, however, to embrace it, 
i it had been much rougher. Though money was ſhort, I 
was ready to relinquiſh any demand I had upon the court ; 
and I would have ſigned any conditions, though ever ſo hard, 
to travel; as Hannibal lays, ** zbrough globes of ice, and fleaks 
« of Jolid ſnow,” for to get ſafely out of the French domi- 
nions, in order to purſue my own plan for defeating their 
deſigns. 


Hearing nothing farther for about twelve days, I wrote to 
Mr. Goudin, to beg of him to put the duke in mind of my 
affair: who ſent me word, that he was ſurprized at my let- 
ter; for that he thought I had been abroad long ago, as he 
had ſent an order, ſigned by the duke, for my enlargement 
ten days before. The order, I found, was to paſs through the 
channel of the police; that is to ſay, through S. Florentin's 
office, and from thence to de Sartine ; the order being ſigned 
the twenty-fourth of January by the duke, for my enlarge- 
ment ſimply, without any condition annexed, was ſent, as 
above-mentioned, where it was detained till the fourth of 
February following ; ; in which time they, at the foot of the 
faid order, inſerted a new and further order of their own; 
whereby I was commanded to leave the king's dominions, on 
pain of being charged with rebellion. I muſt here obſerve, 
that this order, ſo tacked to that of the duke's to oblige me to 
leave the kingdom, was another ſtroke of the refined politics 
of the young pretender and his tools, to prevent my going 
to Verſailles, and expoſing my complaints to the king in per- 
ton, from whoſe juſtice and goodneſs I had every thing to 


hope, . ; NIE 
It 


1 
It was on the fourth of February 1762, that I received 


the anſwer from monfieur Goudin above-mentioned, which 
cauſed me to ſend directly to de Sartine, to know why the 


order was kept back, or not ſent to me. His toad-eater Du- 
val pretended he could not find it, but ſaid he would look for 
it, and ſend it the moment he had found it. In fine, about ſe- 
ven at night this double order arrived, which was immediate- 


ly communicated to me, to my (you may ſay) inexpreſſible 


joy and ſatisfaction, after four months and four days cloſe 
impriſonment, without the leaſt viſible cauſe or foundation, 
except what proceeded from the unmerited tyranny, cruelty, 
injuſtice, inhumanity, and caprice of the young pretender, 
St. Florentin and Bertin. As ſoon as I had peruſed the pleaſ- 
ing object, I immediately took leave of my acquaintance, 
paid the fees and expences, and went to new lodgings, which 
I had cauſed, that very day, to be taken for me, in the rue 
St. Andre des arts, near the Comedy. My health being much 
diſordered, and my legs ſwelled by ſo long a confinement, I 
wrote to de Sartine next morning, to know if I might be in- 
dulged with a little time, in order to be bled, and to take a 
few medicines for the re-eſtabliſhment of my health, and to 
prepare me for my journey in that bitter ſeaſon; the wea- 
ther being then come in exceſſive cold, accompanied with a 
hard froſt. De Sartine's anſwer was, that I might take 
eight days. He would not have ſtinted or limited me to 
ſuch a ſhort period, if he had known the anxiety [I had to 
get away, and the motives of that deſire; but this time be- 
ing too ſhort to anſwer the intended purpoſes, I wrote to mon- 
ſieur Goudin, to deſire him to ſpeak to the duke; for I deter- 


mined never more to write to de Safes or to any of the 
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gang of the police. Goudin, inſtead of ſpeaking to the duke, 
called on de Sartine, who ſent me word, that I might ſtay a 
week, or longer; in which time I recovered fo well, as to be 
able, though not free from Bs woe to undertake my 


Journey. 


Thus, without receiving a ſhilling for the ſervices, or falſe 
impriſonment, which deprived me of my liberty, under pre- 
tence of my holding a correſpondence with the miniſters of 
England, with the loſs alſo of 200 J. by the tricks of a French 
banker at Lyons, from whom J had never received to the va- 
lue of a ſhilling, and who I was then ſuing for the recovery 
of that demand; on the 17th of February, after paying the 
compliments of thanks and acknowledgments due to thoſe 
who had intereſted themſelves in my favour, I ſet out from 
Paris in the coach for Brufſels, and arrived the 20th at night, 
much diſordered in my health, and fatigued, it being as yet 
far from being re-eſtabliſhed ; but greatly charmed in my 
own mind, to think and know that I had (I might ſay) the 
means to ſecure his majeſty's crown, and to preſerve the hap- 
pineſs of the apt nation in my hands or Auer. 


Whether the young pretender, who with his agents ſought 
my life by this cruel wicked ſcheme, may not be thought as 
bad, and as criminal in his intentions” as Ravilliac, Damiens, 
or Maligrida; and whether the private aſſaſſin does not as 
well appear in him, as it has done in either of thoſe perſons, I 
leave the world to determine : as alſo, whether my deliverance 
from the above danger and oppreſſion, was not by the unfore- 


{ſeen and particular hand of providence, moſt miraculouſly 
brought 
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brought about, to make me the inſtrument of defeating the 
bloody and formidable deſigns projected or concerted in his 
favour, and warmly ripening for a ſpeedy execution, which 
gives us at this time, and I hope for all others, a new occa- 
ſion to recal to our remembrance the dreadful malediction of 
James the Firſt on himſelf and his poſterity, if in that poſteri- 
ty he can be preſumed to have any part. Nor can I help 
mentioning, in this place, that, whilſt I was on this Journey, 
the account given to me concerning him, by lord Clancarty, 
came often to my mind; which I found fully verified in 
what I had ſo woefully experienced. Upon the whole, you 
will clearly ſee, how well he has profited by this political 
piece of ſkilful ingenuity, founded on injuſtice, tyranny, 
and oppreſſion ; and that proſperity does ſeldom attend mens 
actions, that are not founded on good principles, though they 
may be ever ſo ſecretly concerted in the. cabinets of the n mi- 
niſters of France or Spain, or of both together. 


LETTER Tn FIFTY-THIRD. 


Tue evening before I left Paris, I cauſed my papers to 

be brought to me, which I found in the fame plight, 
as when I put them into the hands of my confident. I then 
diſtributed the moſt material into ſmall pacquets, two of 
which might be conveyed by the poſt, without ſuſpicion, 
I ſealed them, and directed them ſo as to be forwarded ac- 
LS . cording 
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cording to the addreſs I ſhould ſend on my arrival at Brasch: 
for I was afraid to take any papers with me, except a dupli- 
cate of what related to lord Clancarty. Two days after I 
arrived at Bruſſels, the weather became ſo ſevere, and ſuch a 
quantity of ſnow continued to fall for a few days, that no 
carriages could travel; nor did any perſon go abroad, whoſe 
buſineſs would permit them to ſtay at home. I wrote, how- 
ever, a proper letter to the above-mentioned' perſon at Paris, 
and ordered thoſe letters, incloſing the above papers, to be 
addreſſed to me at the Hague by a different name, and ſent 
by the poſt, about the time I intended to be there, which was 

as ſoon as the weather would permit. 


The firft ſentence or edict for baniſhing the Jeſuits had 
been publiſhed a ſhort time before I left Fort Eveque, and 
the laſt, a few days, I think, before I left Paris. Though 
theſe edits could not effect the Jeſuits at Bruſſels in their 
liberty or riches, it greatly affected their peace and honour, 
as I was told, and made them ſtoop their heads lower than 
ever had been ſeen, or obſerved, till that time. The mini- 
ſters of France having finiſhed their great ſcheme againſt 
theſe reverend fathers with ſuch uninterrupted ſucceſs, by 
the means of the great ſecrecy obſerved in their proceedings, 
were in the ſame manner purſuing their deſigns for executing 
their plan againſt England, wherein they ſilently and ſmoothly 
were gliding before the moſt propitious gale of ſecrecy, for 
their deſired port; for which purpoſe, the 1ri/þ brigade, the 
Scotch regiments, deſtined for an embarkation in the autumn 
or winter following, with other troops, had received actually 
orders to prepare to march for Gama, to begin the cam- 


— paign 
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paign as early as poſſible, Several officers of the brigade, on re- 
ceiving theſe orders, came at this time to Bruſſels, and laid out 
their money, of which they had but little to ſpare, in buying 
up horſes, ſuch as they beſt could find, for this German march; 

whilſt others of the ſame corps were doing quite as much in 
ſeveral parts of Fland-rs, fully convinced of taking the field, 


and making this ſummer's campaign upon the Rhine, or in 
that diſtri. 


It fo fell out, that ſome of theſe aicen had taken up their 
quarters in the ſame inn where I lodged : and at that time, 
as we dined and ſupped together at a public table, I had not 
only the opportunity of ſeeing ſome of the horſes bought and 
paid for, but of hearing all that was ſaid on the ſubje& of the 

ſuppoſed march or journey, but which was far from being 
the real intention of the miniſters. When in company, I 
could not help joking and bantering them about this march ; 
and on telling them their money was thrown away, for that 
they would not ſee Germany this year, I had like to have 

brought a quarrel upon my hands with a captain of Buccly's 
regiment one night, who had bought that day a little Hun- 
garian horſe for nine guineas : for, on telling him, that he 
would have the pleaſure of keeping his Reſinante two months 
or thereabouts, and then ſelling him again to loſs, he d d 
himſelf, and aſked me with ſtrong emotions, whether I pre- 
tended to know more than the miniſters themſelves ? and of- 
fered to lay me a wager of twenty guineas to five, that all 
the Iriſh and Scotch regiments would be on their march to 


Germany in one and twenty days. To compromiſe this, I 
promiſed, 


promiſed, if at Bruſſels, to give him a dozen of Burgundy, on 
the orders arriving for the march of the firſt Jriſb or Scotch 


regiment, that year, into Germany. 


Having received a ſatisfactory letter from Paris touching 
what I had left in charge, I wrote an anſwer, directing my 
letters to be put into the poſt for the Hague, and began to 
prepare to ſet out. The weather beginning to change much 
for the better, and my health much improved, invited by 
both, as well as the ardent deſire that lay burning in my 
breaſt, I ſet out from Bruſſels, on the 4th of March, in the 
evening, for Antwerp; from thence to Rotterdam, and on 
the 7th arrived at the Hague by dinner- time. 


I went to the beſt Engliſb houſe in that magnificent place 
(then kept by one Fitzpatrick} a man fincerely devoted to his 
majeſty's intereſt, and who had a particular attachment to his 
ambaſſador, Sir Joſeph Yorke. I would not let any one know 
my name, and at darkening I took a walk to his excellency's 
houſe, which I ſoon found by inquiry ; and having inquired 
if he was at home, and viſible, his S. anſwered me in the 
negative. I was obliged next day to return to Rotterdam; 
and on my coming back to the Hague a few days after, ſtroll- 
ing by the French ambaſſador's (the count d"Afry} I in- 
quired if he was at home, or Mr. Prevot, the ſecretary to his 
embaſly ; reſolved to touch his excellency's pulſe, if poſſible, 
in order to diſcover whether he had any knowledge of me, 
or whether what Duval had formerly told me, viz. that I 
would have been well ſatisfied and contented by this gentle- 

man, 
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man, if I had gone to Holland when the paſſport for that pur- 
poſe was given me, was true or falſe. The Ss informed 
me they were both at home, and inſtantly ſent a perſon to 
conduct me to Prevot, who received me in the moſt genteel 
manner. I told him my name; that I had juſt arrived from 
Paris, where I had been employed by one of the miniſters, 
who had uſed me ill, and that I would be glad to have the 
honour of an interview with his excellency, to communicate 
to him the particulars. Prevot appeared ſorry to hear what 

I had related; and, unable to refuſe my requeſt, he went to 
the count, and informed him of what I had ſaid and demanded. 
He ſtaid not long, and at his return told me, his excellency 

deſired me to come to him, being then in his bed- chamber; 
to which place I was conducted by Prevot, who immediately 
retired, and left us together. I then told the ambaſſador, 

that I had been employed by thoſe I have already mention- 

ed, and ſent away without being paid; and that the treat- 
ment I had received was moſt infamous and ſcandalous: that 
I was ſure, that, if the king knew it, ſome of them would 
paſs their time but badly. And, going a ſtep farther in this 
diſcourſe, I aſſerted, that ſome perſons deſerved to be treated 
like common highwaymen. He lifted up his eyes, and raiſed 
his ſhoulders ſeveral times, as if with ſurpriſe, whilſt I con- 
tinued my narration; told me, he would write to court, and 
deſired me to let him fee me again. I then took my leave 
of his excellency, but never ſaw him afterwards. I was, 
however, very uneaſy in my mind till I could ſee Sir 7% ph 
Yorke. I had called at his houſe two or three different times, 
but it happened that he was at thoſe times engaged or abroad, 
which 


1 


which was no ſmall mortification to me, From thoſe diſ- 
appointments, I at length thought it was unneceſſary farther 
to ſeek ſuch opportunities, which were attended with fo 
many difficulties of acceſs. to his excellency ; wherefore I did 
myſelf the honour to write to dir Fo/eph the 9 letter, 
and ſent it to him the day it bears date. 


LETTER TA FIFTY-FOURTH. 


From Oliver Mac Allefter, Eſq; to his excellency 
Sir Joſeph Yorke; wrote at the i the 26th 
of March, 1762. 


'S 14 R, 
T HouUGH I have not the honour of being known to 


your excellency, it is with ardour I endeavour, and de- 
fire it, for the ſervice of his majeſty, and the preſervation of 
his crown and kingdoms, againſt the ſecret deſigns of the 
common enemy (without mentioning at preſent, but which 


may come in its proper place hereafter) the lives and for- 


tunes of ſome of the firſt dukes and lords of England, and 
others at greater diſtance, but among whom none a more 
particular object than the noble earl, your excellency's 
father. 


That I ſhould have a knowledge of theſe particulars may, 


at firſt view, ſeem difficult of belief, I own; however, the 
means by which I had it will be very clear and obvious, 
when the ſecret is revealed. 


Nothing is more certain, than that the court of France has 
been, for a long time paſt, and ſtill is, carrying on, with all 
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vigour, the neceſſary preparations for — | their deſigns 
of invading England and Ireland. | 


L have ſo far penetrated into the buſineſs, and, by divine 


_ providence, ſo far made myſelf maſter of the whole, by the 


opportunities I had, and by the precautions I uſed ; that, I 
think, I may venture to ſay to your excellency, that, by the 
lights I can give, the whole will be rendered abortive, and the 
embarked troops become the victim of the enterprize, when- 


ever they attempt the project. 


J flatter myſelf, that a ſervice, ſo important and ſalutary, 


will not be looked upon with indifference by his majeſty, and 


thoſe he will be graciouſly pleaſed to.communicate it to; and 
J doubt not but, from his royal bounty, I may receive 20, ooo J. 
down, and a penſion of 2000 J. a year, as a recompence and 
gratification for ſo important a ſervice. 


As the principles of candour, truth, and probity, have ever 
governed, and ſhall ever govern me, what I have the honour 
to advance to your excellency I promiſe to fulfl, on no leſs pe- 
nalty than to ſuffer any death, the molt cruel that can be in- 
yented, and all I have, or can pretend to, confiſcated as an im- 
poſtor, cheat, or villain, epithets deteſtible even to the moſt 
wretched and miſerable of mankind; therefore, Sir, as no 
artifice, chicanery, deceit, or impoſition whatſoever, has any 


part in what I have the honour: to write you, I doubt not 


but, from the general character which you bear, to have your 
protection, friendſhip, and all due encouragement. 


4 | oo 
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It is, with great ſubmiſſion, that I take the liberty. to 4 
that the greateſt ſecrecy ſhould be obſerved in this buſineſs 3 
for on it much, if not every thing depends, as you will find ; 
in ſo much, that I would be glad it could be alone commu- 
nicated by the noble earl, your excellency's father, to his ma- 
jeſt and the miniſter; for this more particular reaſon, that I 
have all room to believe, that, before the death of his late 
majeſty, a certain perſon, who lies concealed, but who has 
made ſeveral trips to England in different diſguiſes, has had 
early intelligence of matters that could only come to him from 
pan near the throne. 


I have he ne to ſend to your excellency's ſecretary a 
pacquet, containing ſome letters and paſſports, in order to be 
laid before you, and which, I hope, will be returned me. It 
is, in the firſt inſtance, to ſhew, with candour, to your ex- 
cellency, the confidence I repoſe in you. Secondly, to ſhew 
that I was employed, and great confidence placed in me. 
Thirdly, that as I had always the good fortune, at home, to 
be eſteemed by thoſe of the firſt rank; ſo, in France, I was 
eſteemed by the two firſt earls of Ireland, as they are called, 
though neither of them were born in that kingdom. I was 
_ alſo, in the beſt light poſſible, with count Sz. Florentin, car- 
dinal Bernzs, before his exile, and fince, with the marſhal 
Belleifle, the duke de Choiſciul, Mr. Bertin, formerly lieutenant- 
general of the police, but now comptroller-general ; as alſo 
with Mr. de Sartine his ſucceſſor. No one received greater 
promiſes, nor more politeneſs; and J will confeſs, that mar- 


ſhal Thomond hid, in all appearance, more regard and affec- 
1 J 
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tion for me than any other gentleman of the kingdom of 
Ireland. 190 


But all this, after ſome time, was not able to. ſtand againſt 
the reſentments of Bertin, on account of my diſobliging him 
in refuſing to accept ſome money, and giving a receipt to 
his ſecretary, which I thought was diſhoneſt and fraudulent, 
as he would not ſpecify therein any particular ſum. 

The marthal, who I have juſt mentioned, and with 
whom I was a great favourite, took a great deal of pains on 
this occaſion; and though I never acquainted him with the 
particular reaſon, had the kindneſs for me to fay, a few 
days before he ſet out upon his laft journey, upon ſome hints 
J gave him, Well, I believe Mr. Bertin has mounted on 
* your ſhoulders; take care he does not fall upon you, and 
do you ſome prejudice.” This precaution was enough for 
me; and, I hope I may fay, a happy one for Great-Britain. 
We were both at this time at Yer/ailles, in the ſummer 
before the laſt, where I walked and talked with the duke 
de Choiſeiul; as I continued there for three months, I loft no 
opportunity to penetrate into affairs of the greateſt conſe- 


- quence. I afterwards found means to copy ſome papers of the 


utmoſt importance, relative to what I have had the honour 
to mention in the firſt part of my letter, which I ſecretly 
concealed in the hands of. a perſon at Paris, of truſt and 
confidence ; and who has a dependance on me, foreſeeing 
that a ſtorm would break out in the affair of Bertin; and 
knowing that if theſe papers were found, I ſhould be put to 


death, or at leaſt ſhut up for my life; therefore I thought it 


adviſeable to confide the papers to this perſon, who I can 
| 2 ſoon 
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ſoon bring away from Paris; and as I had ſome difference 


with Mr. M—y, lord Es brother, I thought I could 


not take too many precautions. 


IT muft obſerve here to your excellency, that the permiſ- 
fion given me to remain in France was not at my requeſt or 
| ſolicitation. I never had feen Mr. Bertin, or heard of his 
name, at the time I was brought to him; nor had I been 
above ſeven or eight months, at that time, at Paris. 


Being Wente to Mr. Bertin, which, I ſuppoſe, was by or- 
der of the perſon who lies concealed, he treated me with the 
greateſt politeneſs and friendſhip, and engaged me to the ut- 
moſt ſecrecy ; adding, that I was to be employed in an affair 
of the laſt conſequence, and that, if I betrayed or diſcovered 
any thing, I ſhould perhaps be murdered by perſons I little 
thought of, that it would not be in his power to prevent, or even 

find out, ſo that I would have no body to blame but myſelf ; 
concluding, that I ſhould meet him on the Sunday following 
at Verſailles, (this was performed) at count St. Florentin's. 
I ſtayed there till twelve of the clock at night, and then re- 
turned to Paris: about ten days after I ſet out for Rochelle, 
by their: order, where I had every thing I could with, with 
the beſt company in town. In June following I received or- 
ders to return to Yer/azlles. | 


In November following, I was given to underſtand, I was 
to go on ſome buſineſs, and indeed was decoyed into a coach, 
to a place called Bicetre, of which I never had heard at that 


time any mention. On getting out of the coach, I aſked the 
gentleman, 
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gentleman, who was with me, where We were going, and 


what place this was? he told me, Vou muſt not go by your 
own name here; if any body ſhould aſk you your name, ſay 


it is the ſame that you will hear me mention when we go up 
ſtairs. This place, continues he, is called Bicitne and croſſ- 


ing the great court on foot, where there are handſome build= 


ings, In yonder place, where you ſee the great iron gates, 
ſays he, is a ſort of hoſpital, and a place where diſordered 
perſons are in priſon; perhaps you may ſtep in there, as for 


curioſity ; or, if you ſtay a day or two, it may be the making 
of your fortune, for you are the only man in France to whom 
the matter would be confided ; you may ſee a gentleman, 
and diſcourſe with him. Put this paper in your pocket, ſays 


he, as we were going up ſtairs to a handſome apartment in 


the out- buildings; but don't open it, or read it, till we come 


down; it will inform you what to fay to this gentleman, 
and what conduct to be obſerved. We then entered the 


apartment, where he gave another paper to a gentleman, who 
received us with great politeneſs, and, after reading it, ſaid 
to him that was with me, This is the gentleman, then, men- 
tioned here, whoſe name is Philip Grandville ? Yes, Sir, ſays 


the other. Soon after, he ordered a perſon, who came in, to 


take care of me, and to conduct me, and ſhew me the place. 
I chearfully went, imagining I ſhould come back in a few mi- 
nutes, but ſoon found myſelf ſhut up in the moſt dreadful 
priſon in the world, and that the above paper was Bertin's 


committimus, whereby I was detained, under the above name, 
for purpoſes hereafter to be mentioned. This was the 16th 


or 18th of November, 1758. I there remained till I received 
the letter addreſſed to me in the packet, which I have the 
honour 
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honour to ſend to your excellency. I have more to ſay on 
this ſubje& than my paper contains. At my return J had all 
the compliments that could be expreſſed. Bertin, I am per- 
fuaded, profited of this; for, not many months after, he was 
made comptroller-general. I did not fail to murmur, and. 
now and then to ſpeak to particular friends againſt him, 


I forgot to mention to your excellency, that the ſummer 
before laſt when I was at Verſailles, one Fenet, in the duke 
de ChoiſeruPs office, and who was at London with Mr. Buffy 
on the late amufing negociations (as they were called by 
one in the ſecret who ſpoke to me) and which gave the 
count de Herouville an opportunity of going over twice to 
England, incog. to view and obſerve with his own eyes the 
place or places for landing the French troops, and to execute 
the plan of which he is at the head; Jenet, I ſay, ſhewed 
me a machine, of which I may have the honour to give 
your excellency a particular deſcription; by which, and by a 
certain method, he knows where every ſhip of the whole 
navy of England is or may be found in about eleven days: 
after ſhe fails; and what ſhips are at home or abroad, and 
in what ports of Europe they are: this advantage may be 
eaſily defeated *. 


To 


— 0 8 — — — 
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* The method practiſed, and the machine made uſe of at Verſailles, for to 
know what men of war we have at home or abroad, Cc. is as follows, 
viz. they have a houſe made of paſteboard between two and three feet high, 
in the form of Ranelagh houſe, round which are four outſide galleries, for 

Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America, | 5 


; - 
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To come towards a concluſion for the preſent, by return- 
ing to Mr. Bertin, I complained, laſt ſummer, to ſome friends 
ent him, after the marſhal's death, at his government at 
| Montpelier, which happened laſt Auguſt: however, on the 
firſt of October at night, as I was preparing to go to bed, I 
was carried away by a letter de cachet, and ſent to Fort le 
Evẽgue, where I remained till the fourth of February laſt, 
and ſhould have, perhaps all my life, if not for the counteſs 
du Chatelet, whoſe ſpouſe is ambaſſador at Vienna, who ſo far 
intereſted herſelf for me, as to procure me my liberty ; but 
Bertin, by under-hand means, would not let it be, but on 
condition I ſhould leave the kingdom. I was glad to embrace 


the occaſion for the a purpoſe, which I have long had 
in 


— 


— 
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In each gallery there is a door, as if going into a chamber of the edifice, 
for every port frequented by men of war; over which door is wrote the 
name of the port. For example: in the gallery of Europe there is over 
theſe little doors wrote Gibraltar, Cadiz, Texel, Portſmouth, Chatham, 8c. 
and in this manner the reſt, They have a lift of the navy of England at all 
times; and the name of theſe ſhips are neatly wrote upon ſmall cards cut in 
halves. When a ſhip fails (as for example) from Plymouth to North- 
America, they take the card which contains the name of the ſhip from the 
door Plymouth, and lays it flat on the floor, facing the harbour of her deſti- 
nation, to ſignify that ſhe is on her voyage or cruize, When they know by 
their intelligence from conſuls, agents, or ſpies, of the arrival of a ſhip, they 
put the card which bears her name, in at the door that bears the name of 
that port ſhe is arrived at; and when ſhe leaves it, they take it out and 
leave it flat till they hear of her arriving in another; and thus they conduct 
the names of all the ſhips of the navy. The whole care of this ſcience is 
in the hands and management of Jenet, who, when they want to know 
any thing about the fleet, immediately on being ſent to, gives them an ac- 
count what ſhips there are at home or abroad, on a cruize or voyage : 
other i improvements were to be made | in this edifice, 
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in view; and the rather well knowing, that if the ſmalleſt 
circumſtance ſhould be diſcovered, of my having any paper 
or copies of the things in queſtion, I was a loſt man. 


Many other things have I to relate; but at preſent I muſt 
ſuſpend them. All that I ſhall have the honour to ſay, and 
and perſiſt in, at preſent, is, that I am ready to prove and per- 
form what I have the honour to mention to your excellency, 
in the moſt effectual manner; and doubt not but your ex- 
cellency will have a due attention for me in this, and every 
other reſpect, as I a& with candour, virtue and probity, in 
what J 8 88 


I have the honour to be, with all reſpect, 
Your excellency's moſt humble, and 


Moſt obedient ſervant, 


G. M* AM. 


This letter was addreſſed to his excellency Sir Joſeph Yorke, 
his Britannic majeſty's ambaſſador at the Hague, which being 
ſent away to lord B immediately, in a few days after- 
wards, his excellency having conſidered it, as I was well 
informed, I received the following anſwer from his excel- 
lency's ſecretary, 


Vor. II. Y LETTER 


LETTER TA FIFTY-FIFTH. 


From Mr. De/aval to Mr. Mac Alleſter, in Anſwer 
to his addreſſed to his Excellency Sir Joſep/ 
Yorke, dated the 3 iſt of March, 1762. 


SIX. 
4 1 AVE laid before Sir Joſeph Yorke the ſeveral letters 
and papers which you have ſent me for that purpoſe, 
e and am ordered to return you the following anſwer : 
His excellency had not heard your ſtory; and as your 
ce private adventures have nothing to do with the affair you 
ce have ſtarted, he defires not to enter into them. 


* As to the ſecrets you have given him hints of, his 
ce excellency ſays, that if you are honeſt and ſincere in what 
« you propoſe, and have a real deſire, and the power of 
giving lights that may be really important and uſeful, 
« you will without any more ado, and without further bar- 
„gaining, write him a detail, which may anſwer the expec- 
stations you ſeem to be willing to raiſe; and you are not to 
* make the leaſt doubt of the liberality and generoſity of the 
* king and his miniſters in your recompence, though you muſt 

1 © not 
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te not imagine, upon any account, that the enormous terms 


* you propoſe can ever be complied with. If, on the other 
« hand, your view is only to hold out a bugbear, and ſeek. 
<« to terrify people with vain apprehenſions, and the tre- 
«© mendous menaces of invaſions, Sir Foſeph Yorke thinks 
you had better let it alone. It is a ſcheme that won't do 


you the ſervice you may ſuppoſe, and his excellency has 


had ſo much of that ſort of myſterious intelligence, he 
does not chuſe to plague himſelf or others any more in the 
„ ſame manner. In either caſe, if you don't chuſe to open 
« yourſelf frankly to him, his excellency bids me tell you, 


that the method of conveyance by the poſt being open and 
free to you as well as to others, you are maſter to addreſs 


« yourſelf to any body elſe on the ſubje& you have hinted. 
„This, Sir, is what I am ordered to write to you, and to 
e return you the papers you ſent me yeſterday ; which you 
will find here incloſed. I have the honour to be, 


«SI R, 


© Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


cc D. „ 


On receiving the above letter I immediately wrote the 
following anſwer to Mr. Delaval. 


* 
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LETTER THz PIFTY-SIXTH, 


Mr. Mac Alle fer s Letter to Mr. 21 dated 
| iſt of April, 1762. 


8 1 R. 


1 HAD the favour of yours laſt night with the papers in- 

cloſed — As to my being honeſt and ſincere in what J have 
had the honour to write to his excellency, he may count 
upon them as the moſt real and ſolid truths; and as to my 
diſpoſition to ſerve his majeſty and the government, it cannot 
be doubted of; ſince it was with that view alone I came to 


this place. 
Permit me, Sir, to tell you, that I have ſentiments of 
honour and truth as great as moſt men, and from which I 
ſhall never depart; and that it ſhall never be an action of my 
life to hold out a bugbear, to enter into any impoſing 
ſcheme, or to intimate invaſions and their dreadful con- 
ſequences, with a view of procuring money, as, perhaps, 
ſome may have done. No, no, Sir; I will ſuffer death 
before I will embark in ſuch iniquitous, low enterprizes, 
which muſt end in the confuſion and ſhame of the projectors: 
He that attempts the like, muſt be very Ignorant and weak, 
to imagine he can impoſe on miniſters in ſuch ridiculous 
deſigns; my affair hath nothing of this ſort, not a tincture 


of ſuch a complexion. I believe it may not be denied, but 
that 


K 
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that perſons, who have a real intention of rendering real and 


important ſervices, will always expect real and advantageous 


recompences, in proportion to their ſervice; and in my own 
poor judgment, I cannot ſee any injuſtice therein. Moſt 


kings, as well as their ſubjects, have their intereſts in view 


in the occurrences of this life, though it be but of a ſhort 
duration to him who longeſt enjoys it; and I cannot help 
but thinking it a mark of truth, as well as that of the 
rectitude of a good intention, and of acting with candour 
and fincerity, when a man inſiſts on terms of a juſt recom- 
pence for the ſervices he propoſes. Experience has often 
ſhewn, that when the exigence of ſtates have been ſerved, 


the merit of the ſervice has been as ſoon forgot. I have as 


much honour and reſpe& for his majeſty's miniſters as any 
man living ; and believe there never were any of more real 
and diſtinguiſhed merit and juſtice : nevertheleſs, it may not 


always be the caſe. Loſs of life or employment creates 


great changes, and give riſe to different intereſts; in which 
caſe one cannot apply to thoſe, for recompences of paſt 
ſervices, of which they may be unacquainted ; wherefore I 
cannot help ſaying, that it is a fort of evidence of man's 


good intentions to form ſuch demands, eſpecially when a 


perſon has run the danger of life and death, or for ever 


being incloſed in a priſon, to procure the means of render- 


ing ſuch ſervices; therefore it is that I have ſaid, and do 
now repeat with reſolution, that I ſhall be able to give 
the lights and whole diſcoveries to deſtroy the enterprize of 
the enemy, as I have had the honour to mention in my 
former letter to his excellency, for the doing of which it is 
neceſſary I ſhould bring a perſon from Paris, to whom I 

5 confided 
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confided ſome papers of the greateſt conſequence, and who 
only waits my letter to come away. 


If I thought after this, that his excellency would entertain 
any notion of my deviating a tittle from what I have ad- 
vanced, it would be giving me a mortal wound, and I 
would periſh before I would preſume to trouble him or any 
perſon farther on the ſubject. I am, 


SIR, 
With the moſt perfect eſteem, 
Your moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 


O. M. Al. 


This letter being alſo ſent over by his excellency, as I was 
further informed, I received the Tuęſday ſe'nnight following 
the following billet, vz. 


COPY of the BILLET fent by Mr. Duval 
to Mr. Mac Alle fer. 


“ Sir 755 ph V orke deſires to ſee Mr. Mac Alle ter. At 
« preſent his excellency is now at home, and will not go 


out till Mr. Mac Alleſter comes, but cannot wait very 
cc long. 


«« Tueſday, ten 0 chck in the forenoon” 


On receiving the above billet, I did myſelf the honour 
10 wait upon his excellency. 


Gas 
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One Macarty, - a ſubaltern officer of general Rothe's 
regiment of the J1ri/þ brigade, who having had the mis- 
fortune to have killed an officer of the ſame regiment in a 
duel, was obliged to quit the ſervice of France; and to fly 
at this time to Holland. He was a ſtout, well made, enter- 
priſing man; and had come to the Hague to get a paſſport 
from Sir Yeſeph Yorke, in order to go to Ireland by the way 
of England; which paſſport was refuſed him. He lodged at 
Fitzpatrick's above mentioned, where we often dined together; 
and made an acquaintance with one De le Pont, then at 
the Hague, who was principal agent and director of the 
French ſpies, and employed in paying and advancing them 
money, and communicating to them ſuch inſtructionsand 
orders as he from time to time received from his court. A 


plan was formed by him for Macarty's throwing off his 
uniform, putting on burger's cloaths, and perſuading Fitz- 
patrick, whole affairs were then in a tottering way, to enter 


into trade; to'buy wines and proviſions, &c. to go to the 
Engliſh army as ſuttlers; the profits of which were to be 
divided between them, by a ſum to be advanced by De le 


Pont. This ſcheme was ſecretly carried on between De le 


Pont, Macarty, and Fitzpatrick: And the latter (not in 
the leaſt ſuſpecting their deſign) engaged in the buſineſs of 
the trade, which he had at times followed in former cam 
paigns; aſſured to have both paſſport and protection in carry- 
ing on an honeſt, fair commerce, as he uſually did; tho' his 
deteſtation of the French, and his affection and attachment 
for his Britannic many s ſervice were equally well known, 


Macarty however, through Tear or other confiderarions,. 
had 


1 doubts upon him; and did not well digeſt this ſcheme 


[971] en, 


in his moments of retirement. 


one morning, before I had got out of bed, he fat down on 
the bed-ſide; and telling me he had ſomething that lay 
heavy on him, engaged me to ſecrecy, and. begged my 
advice, 


Coming into my room early 


He then communicated the affair to me; I told 
him, that of all trades, that of a ſpy was the moſt con- 


temptible and dangerous; that it might paſs amongſt a 


certain claſs of people, who were above ſcandal ; or whoſe 
buſineſs in the ſtate authoriſes it. That if I was in his 
place, I would not for ten thouſand pounds a year engage 
in ſuch a dangerous and ſcandalous employ ; that he was 


running the riſque to be hang'd; and to involve an inno- 


cent man in the ſame misfortune. That therefore as he 
ſeemed to rely upon my advice, I gave it to him to avoid ſuch a 
dangerous enterprize, and reſolved to communicate the whole 


to Sir Joſeph Yorke and lord Granby, who was then every day 


expected at the Hague from London, in his way to Germany, 
and to command the army. The unfortunate man was ſo 


affected with this remonſtrance, that he drew up a diſcovery 


of the whole; and having wrote two of them, one of the 
originals he ſent to his excellency, and the other (which TI 
then little expected to have occaſion to publiſh) is now 
in my hands, of his own writing, and 1 in the words following, 


VIS. 


« Mr. Macarty, formerly of Rothe's regiment, having 
come to the Hogue in the month of March laſt, became 


acquainted with one monſieur De Je Pont, an agent for the 


court of France, then and till reſiding at the ſame place. 
YOL, I . 2 
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This acquaintance increaſing into an intimacy and confidence, 
and De le Pont imagining to take advantage of Macarty's 
circumſtances, after having made him ſome advance of 
money, to the amount of about twelve guineas, propoſed 
to him, to go up to the Engliſh army, in company with 
ſome vivandier (or ſuttler) of character and ſubſtance; and 


that he would advance him a ſum of money to put into 


trade with ſuch perſon, the better to maſk the deſign; and 
by which means, the ſaid Macarty would be enabled to 
render to him, to prince Soubiſe, and other generals, accord- 


ing to the ſecret inſtructions that are to be given him, ſuch 
intelligences and accounts of the motions of the allied army, 
and what ſhould paſs therein, as ſhould come to his know- 
ledge; for which he is to ufe all poſſible endeavours, and to 


ſpare no expence in entertaining ſuch acquaintance as he 


ſhould make, to procure the beſt intelligence; for which 


money is to be ſupplied, even in caſe the fund depoſited 


thould not anſwer. That the better to aſſure himſelf of 


Macarty's ſervices and integrity, he promiſed to procure him 
a company, after the campaign, in Soubiſe's volunteers; 
together with his protection, and that of the prince de Condes: 
which Macarty has ſince ſeen confirmed by prince de Condes 
letters; the ſaid De le Pont, having often ſince ſhewn them 


to the ſaid Macarty and others, from the aforeſaid prince; 


which mentioned, that the ſucceſs of the campaign depended 
on the integrity of Macarty, and the due execution of the 
plan, which was not only greatly approved of by himſelf, 


but alſo by prince Soubiſe, and ſome other general officers. 


« That 


"= 
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c That Macarty having pretended to agree to, and approve 
of all the ſaid De le Pont's propoſals, communicated the ſame 


immediately to a gentleman of his acquaintance ; who, hav- 
ing conſulted thereon, reſolved inſtantly to lay the ſame 
before general Yorke, and the marquis of Granby, at his 
arrival, in hopes that ſome important advantages may reſult 
therefrom for his majeſty's ſervice; and the ſaid perſon, 
having intimated this buſineſs to his excellency, ſaid Macarty, 
by the ſame perſon's advice, continued and continues to 
amuſe the ſaid De le Pont, with aſſurances of embarking ſin- 
cerely in the enterprize. 


« That by the aforeſaid means, and the conduct that 
Macarty has purſued with Del Pont, he has obtained ſuch 
an entire confidence in his affairs, and on this ſubject in par- 
ticular, that De le Pont has not only ſhewn him his ſecret 
inſtructions from his court, but alſo the particular letters 
relative to the project, which he has received from prince 
de Soubiſe, and prince de Conde; and whereby the remittance 
of the money for Macarty's uſe is aſſured in a few poſts; 
together with their full approbation of the project, which 
they greatly applauded. 


N That in the ſecret conferences which daily continue 
between De le Pont and Macarty, he has mentioned to him a 
correſpondence of importance, which he carries on with 


ſome perſon in England; and by which he expects to receive 
intelligence the firſt or ſecond poſt ; which Macarty com- 


municated to his friend to lay before his excellency, in order 
that the ſame may be detected. 
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« De le Pont, in order to encourage the ſaid Macarty in the 
enterprize, has communicated to him the names of ſeveral 
perſons now employed by him, in conſequence of his orders, 
and who are diſperſed in different places, ſome of whom are 
French officers, who have procured themſelves commiſſions 
in the allied army; and who, according to their inſtruc- 
tions are to correſpond with Macarty; and even to come to 
him: others who are alſo to come, and, upon producing a 
certain token, are to receiye ſuch letters as Macarty writes, 
to ſend them to the French army. 


« De le Pont, who appears in this town in a mean dreſs, and 
obſcure manner, is nephew to baron de Bon, who is major- 
general, and charged with ſuch affairs of intelligence. It 
would be unneceſſary here to enumerate other particulars 


about him. 


7386 As Macarty's ambition and zeal, to render ſervice to his 
_ majeſty, is the principal motive of laying this buſineſs before. 
his excellency and lord Granby ; not doubting but a due con- 

ſideration will be had thereto; he humbly propoſes to act, 
by their approbation and direction, ſuch part therein, as they 
may judge proper for the aforeſaid ſervice ; in which he pro- 
poſes, not only to give fuch lights as will diſcover the whole 
chain of correſpondence carried on, during this campaign, 
by theſe ſecret intrigues ; but alſo to give ſuch accounts in 
writing as his lordſhip may, from time to time, judge pro- 
per, in order that, on any event, the common enemy may be 
deceived and defeated in their projects and deſigns, which, 
he humbly apprehends, may. be of the greateſt utility and 
conſequence 


„„ | 
conſequence for his majeſty's ſervice, and be ſecuring victory 
and ſucceſs to his arms upon every event. For the due and 
ſincere performance of which, and for his faithful conduct 
therein, he is willing to forfeit life, if he deviates, in any in- 
ſtance, from what he has the honour to diſcloſe to your ex- 
cellency and his lordſhip; not doubting hereafter to receive 
ſuch recompence as may be thought worthy of the merit of 
the ſervice.” The effect of this memorial or repreſentation 
vou will find in my next. 


LETTER Tus FIFTY-SEVENTH. 


81 Joſeph, who had peruſed the foregoing repreſentation, 
eaſily imagined, that Macarty had made it by my advice; 
and therefore, I believe, upon that account ſent for me. On 
my waiting on him, in purſuance of the billet above recited, 
and ſpeaking of this affair, he aſked me what knowledge I 
had of Macarty. I told his excellency the fact; that I never 
had ſeen the man in my life till I came to the Hague; that 
I looked upon him as a reſolute, daring, enterprizing man ; 
and that he had, of himſelf, communicated the matter to me, 
for the reaſons before-mentioned ; though I had not been 
without ſuſpicions, for ſome days paſt, that ſomething parti- 
cular was going on between him and ge e Pont, as they were 
often in private with Fitzpatrick. He then aſked me, if I 
7 IT thought 
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thought Fitzpatrick had any part therein. None that was 
bad, I replied, as I was fully perſuaded; for they kept him 
in the dark, intending to make a convenience only of him. 
Lord Granby was expected every hour at this time, and did 
actually arrive in two or three days after, as I beſt remember. 
Whether any uſe was made of Macarty's diſcovery, I cannot 
tell : it became, I think, uſeleſs; I coming ſoon after to 
London with ſuch diſcoveries and informations as put an end 
to hoſtilities and campaigns; which you will find by my fol- 
lowing letters. 


PEE IT — 
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LETTER TR FIFTY-EIGHTH. 


HE interviews I had the honour to enjoy on the ſubject 

of my letters, were much more intereſting than the af- 

fair of Macarty: and his excellency aſking me, on one of 
theſe occaſions, how it was, by what means, or in what 
manner I propoſed to defeat the deſigns and ſchemes of the 
French. I anſwered, I would do every thing I propoſed by 
my firſt letter, or give ſuch lights that it might be done, or 
ſuffer death. He then defired I would write down ſome- 
thing particular, that might convince that I had ſuch know- 
ledg or ability, and give it to him, and which might prove 
ſatisfactory to his majeſty, his miniſters, or to himſelf, and 
which he might alſo tranſmit to London. Returning to my 
lodgings, I wrote, that I would have the honour to lay be- 


«© fore 
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« fore his majeſty and his miniſters, the deſtination of the 
« troops intended to invade England, the names of the ports, 
« towns and harbours where they were to land, meaſured 
„and marked for that purpoſe, ſo that they might, or 
„ ſhould be all taken or deſtroyed, whenever they ſhould 
„make the attempt; and which would ruin them for an 
„age to come, or oblige. them to beg a peace on their 
"OC: | 


Next day I had the honour to wait on his excellency with 
this paper, and to deliver it to him. It did not, it is true, 


diſcloſe the particulars, I believe, which he expected; for, 


before any other perſon living ſhould know any thing more 
particular of the matter, I was determined to give the pre- 
ference to his majeſty and his miniſter, leſt, through any ac- 
cident, or unforeſeen misfortune, the intereſting ſecret ſhould 
tranſpire. At this interview, his excellency was pleaſed to 
fay to me, that, in the courſe of buſineſs, many perſons had 
been with him, on projects and propoſals relative to the moſt 
ſecret affairs; that there never had been any one with him, 
before this time, however diſguiſed they conducted their af- 
fair, but what he could penetrate into their buſineſs or deſign, 

except me. Which I really believe: for, in my poor opinion, 
there are but few men better qualified for the high ſtation 
he is in, or to fill one of the higheſt poſts in the ſtate, than 
this gentleman ; if great abilities, and the utmoſt politeneſs, 
give a claim. He added, that I was ſo buttoned up, or ſome 
ſuch expreſſion, that he did not know what to make of me. 
I had then the honour to tell his excellency, that I ſhould be 


more explicit when we heard from England, or before I ſhould 
| on ſet 
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ſet out for London. He then talked of the greatneſs of the 
demand in my letter as too large, aſſuring me, nevertheleſs, 
that I ſhould be generouſly and liberally recompenſed by his 
majeſty and his miniſters, if 1 gave ſuch lights, and made 
ſuch diſcoveries as I propoſed. In anſwer to which, I took 
leave to obſerve, that I made no demand by my letter of any 
particular ſum, and that I had only mentioned theſe words 
therein, vig. © that I doubted not, from his majeſty's boun- 
ty and generoſity, but to receive 20, ooo I. and a penſion of 
2000 J. a year, for ſo important a ſervice. Whereupon 1 ſaid, 
that that ſum was a trifle for ſuch a ſervice as that of defeat- 
ing the deſigns of his majeſty's enemies, againſt his crown 
and kingdoms, by making a diſcovery, and giving ſuch in- 
telligence as would render it abortive; and that if it ſhould 
be only the foundation of a peace, by putting an end to the 
war, it would be ſuch a ſaving to the nation of ſo many 
millions yearly; that what I mentioned, and hoped to obtain, 
from his majeſty's juſtice and liberality, might be well look- 
ed upon as a mere trifle, a real bagatelle. His excellency 
liſtened with patience, and, as I apprehended, that my rea- 
ſoning made a good impreſſion on him, which, I dare pre- 
ſume to ſay, it could not have failed to do on every other 
honeſt, generous mind ; I aſked if he then thought whether 
ſuch a ſum would be exorbitant or unreaſonable. He re- 
plied again, if I performed all I propoſed, he could not ſay 
much to it: but this did not prevent my ſeeing his aſſent | 
and approbation in every feature and movement of his coun- 
tenance ; or at leaſt I imagined I ugly and clearly ſaw it, 
and more. | 


Four 
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Four or five days after the above interview, I had the 
honour of waiting on his excellency again; and, in talking 
of the conduct of the French, he was pleaſed to ſay, that he 
was now pretty well convinced that they had ſome defign 
upon England; but, continues he, there is a providence for 
us as well as for them. It gave me pleaſure to hear his fair 
and candid acknowledgment, and to think that what I had 
ſaid had made a. due impreſſion. I have depended and re- 
lied, I then thought, as much upon providence, and with as 
much juſtice and reaſon as any man; but without my aſſiſt- 
ance, thinks I, (which I had then in my pocket, having had 
the papers touching the invaſion duly tranſmitted to me) that 
providence, on which we ſo much rely, may diſappoint thoſe 
expectations, and refuſe that aid and ſupport, with which 
deluſive hopes are often flattered and deceived. It brought 
to my mind the ſaying of a French general (I think the great 
marſhal Turenne} which I had formerly heard, and which 1 
will here venture to recite, though the marſhal may appear 
more upon the profane than the pious ſtrain, at the time he 
expreſſed it. The French army being in a few days to 
give battle to the Imperialiſts, who were thought ſuperior 
in number; the French general demanded, one morning, 
why the troops were not under arms at exerciſe (according 
to cuſtom, and to prepare for action) was told, that they were 
at their devotions, by order of the chaplains of their reſpec- 
tive regiments, offering up their prayers, that providence 
might give them the victory in the approaching engage- 
ment. D n the bou— rs, ſays the marſhal, let ſome of 
them go to F and perſuade the king, by their pray- 


ers to the throne, to ſend me twenty thouſand men more 
Nor. H. | A a than 
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than thoſe of the enemy, and if his majeſty complies, I will 
give providence leave to take which fide: he pleaſes. I men- 
tion this, to ſhew, that providence is not diſpleaſed at being 
ſeconded by our beſt and honeſt endeavours, and that haman 
aſſiſtance is of neceſſity required, in which morally ſpeaking, 
our ſecurity and happineſs principally conſiſts; thereby inviting 
providence, by proper applications, to favour ſuch endeavours, 
and which, I flattered myſelf, had delivered me out of the 
hands of my enemies, and guided all Q ny for the ac- 
compliſhment of my great TOYS 


We were now in the month of May, which brought ſeve- 
ral officers of the 1r;/h brigade to Holland, for their amuſe- 
ment, or other affairs, inſtead of marching into: Germany, as 
they had in the ſpring expected. All expectation of theſe, 
and of the Scorch regiments making that campaign, as they 
had done all the former campaigns fince the war, were now 
entirely vaniſhed ; but the true motives of their being coun- 
termanded were to them unknown, Some of theſe officers, 
however, came to the Hague, and, under pretence of going 
to Ireland, ſollicited paſſports from his excellency, and in vain 
tried other methods to get over to England by trading veſlels ; 
but being refuſed the paſſports, the project of their getting 
over by the traders was rendered abortive by the vigilance of 
his excellency. This refufal was communicated to thoſe who 
had not applied; and further applications on that ſubject be- 
ing ceaſed from that quarter, thoſe regiments began imme- 
diately to prepare to draw down to the coaſt. The regi- 
ment of the late unfortunate count Lally, which had been 


reduced to a handful of ſkeletons, was recruited and made 
complete, 
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complete, and was well officer d; nor did any regiment in France 
make a more brilliant and martial appearance, with reſpect 
to uniform, drums, muſic, and officers. Moſt of theſe offi- 
cers were old veterans, who had made their retreats, after 
ſerving many campaigns; but now were re-entered into the 
ſervice again, with hearts full of joy, in hopes of ſeeing once 
more their native ſoil, and leaving their old mangled carcaſ- 
ſes at home; for the whole brigade, and all the other troops 
deſigned for the expedition (all France, I may fay) ſaw at 
this time, that a formidable invaſion was to be made, tho' 
the deſtination, place or places for their landing, were not 
known; ſo inviolably was this ſecret preſerved. Lally's re- 
giment, with others, was come to St. Omers, for the conve- 
nience of being near Dunkirt; to which place the other 
Triſh and Scotch regiments were by degrees marching ; whilſt 
the other troops, deſtined alſo for the deſcent, were aſſem- 
bled, or aſſembling, at Havre, Dieppe, and other parts of 
the coaſt, for the ſame purpoſe. My next letter will conti- 
nue this material detail, a 


LETTER Tus PIFTY-NINTH. 


grEAKING on another occaſion to his excellency on 
the above ſubject, I took leave to aſk him, what he 


thought of the war then carrying on by France and Spain 
Aaz _ 
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againſt Portugal, and whether he did not think it a pol tical 
ar? He appeared, I thought, a little ſurpriſed at my queſ- 
tion, and ſaid he was not of that opinion; for there was 
reaſon to believe, that the war between thoſe powers was real. 

] replied; that I believed it was quite the contrary, and that 

it was carried on by the politics of France (which nothing 
ſurpaſſes) with the view of drawing the troops out of Eng- 

land, and to leſſen their number at home. He then was 

| pleaſed to ſay, on hearing me thus expreſs myſelf, that he had 
: never met with any one with ſuch refined notions of politics; 
and a few days after, on ſome further diſcourſe, I found his 

excellency was not ſo ſtrenuouſly attached to his firſt opi- 
nion. Whether the fact touching the war with Portugal 

was ſuch as I ſuſpected, from the reaſons before mentioned, 

or not, I muſt leave to the judicious in politics to determine, 

on conſidering the reaſons and appearances herein before re- 

cited, from firſt to laſt, The concluſion of this interview 

was, that his excellency ſoon expected an anſwer to the let- 

ters he had wrote to London touching my affair; and to aſ- 

ſure me, that I would be gererou/ly recompenſed by his ma- 

jeſty and his miniſters, if I did what I propoſed. 


Sitting at home a day or two after, a perſon came to me 
in the evening, and told me, he was ſent by his excellency 
to acquaint me, that his majeſty had been pleaſed to do me 
the honour to ſend for me to come over to England; and that 
lord B— had ſignified it by a letter to Sir Foſeph, who had 

likewiſe received his lordſhip's orders to pay my expences at 
ahe Hague. 1 waited on his excellency, and told him, that 
I was ready to go at a moment's notice; but added, that there 
was 
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was a perſon at Paris, who. had taken care of my papers, wp | 


who Had till ſome others of conſequence in keeping, which 


could not be with ſafety: conveyed. by the poſt, whom it was 


neceſſary to bring away from thence, and who would, in 
all probability, fall a facrifice to the French miniſters, when 
it ſhould come to be known that I was in England, and had: 
made thoſe diſcoveries, which muſt defeat their deſigns; 
and that it would be an eternal diſhonour and diſgrace to 


leave a perſon to be ſent to the Baſtile, to paſs the reſt of 


their days perhaps in that dreadful place, or in one much 
worfe (if poſſible) whilſt it was in one's power to bring ſuch. 
perſon: away, and prevent their ruin; and that if he would. 
pleaſe to direct a ſum to be paid for the expence of the jour- 
ney, I would write a letter to the perſon, who, on receiving 
this money, would come away directly, and that I would. 
inſtantly ſet out for England. Sir Joſeph then told me, he 


had no directions for any thing more than my expences at the 


houſe, which, I own, much ſurpriſed me; but aſk'd hoõ-ww 


much would do. I told him, about 100 J. I believed, would 
do for the whole, and that neither honour nor conſcience- 
would ſuffer me to leave any perſon in danger or diſtreſs for 
ſerving me. His excellency could not be, nor was he diſ- 
pleaſed with my ſentiments or way of thinking, and ſaid he 
muſt then write again to London; telling me, on leaving 
him, that we ſhould ſoon have an anſwer. 


However, in ſome few days after, I received from his ex- 
cellency a letter in. the words following, the original being a 
ſtill in my hands. 
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A Copy of his Excellency Sir 7 oſeph Yorke s Let- 
ter to Mr. Mac All/ter, bearin 8 Date 18th of 
May, L762, 


5 SIR, 


ad | you would follow my advice, it ſhould ha, to ſet out 
* without inſiſting any farther on your demands; as I can- 
* not take upon me to go any farther, than to clear you at 
« your houſe, without orders from my ſuperiors. If it was 
« an affair you had ſo much at heart, I wonder you made 
* no mention of it to me, when you knew I was writing to 
« England: it will be but a delay for a few days, and you 
% may eaſily remit the money from London. The fewer 
* terms and difficulties you make before-hand, you are ſen- 
* ſible, will recommend you, better than the contrary con- 
duct. You like to take your precautions; government has 
« its forms too; and till you are known, and have made 
good what you advance, you cannot be ſurpriſed at little 
* rubs. I can only give you my advice, and am, 


T1 


« Your humble ſervant, 


4% To Mr. Mac Alleſter. 40 Josrrn Yours.” 


You will pleaſe to obſerve, that the letter mentions, #* if 
it was an affair you had ſo much at heart, I wonder you 
£* made no mention of it to me, when you knew I was 
- writing to England.“ The affair at heart was bringing 

| — | the 
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the perſon from Paris. You will pleaſe to obſerve, that I 


mentioned it, in as ſtrong terms as may be, in the letter which 
J firſt wrote; but I believe, in the multiplicity of buſineſs 


and affairs, in which Sir 7o/eph might be abſorbed, it might 


have eſcaped his memory, and it is plain to me he had for- 
gotten it. 


After receiving the above letter, I waited on his excellency, 


and had the honour to diſcourſe and reaſon with him on the 


above ſubject, in which I was ſo happy as to receive his 
approbation on what I ſaid. At laſt I begg'd leave to aſk 
him one queſtion : his uſual politeneſs and good nature could 
not, I believe, but indulge my requeſt, believing me, I 
hoped, incapable to aſk him any thing improper. He then 
defired me to put my queſtton. I then begged his excuſe, 
and aſked him to tell me (not as an ambaſſador or miniſter) 
what he would do, was he in my place; and whether upon 
ſuch an important ſervice, he would go over to England, 
without ſettling ſome terms with the miniſters, or not. 
His excellency ſeemed to make a ſhort pauſe, and then faid 
to me the words following: I tell you, Mr. Mac Allefter, 
vou aſk my anſwer not as a miniſter but as a gentleman ; 
which I will give you, and it is this: was I in your place, 


I would go over without inſiſting on any terms, and rely on 


his majeſty's generoſity : it is true he is young, but he is 
generous, honeſt, and good-natur'd; and you may depend 


on being liberally and generouſly recompenced.” And is 


this, Sir Yep, ſays I, your advice? It is,” replied his 
excellency. On which I ſtarted from my chair, and laying 
my hand to my breaſt, replied with ſome warmth, Begging 
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ydur exeellency's pardon, by G- d I will follow it from 
this inſtant. Pleaſe, Sit, to order an open boat for me di- 
rectly, and four ſtout fellows, and I will go off this night; 
though I know I ſhall be too ſoon for the enemy, for that 
is my affair. To which Sir Joſeph replied, No; as I have 
wrote to England, it is better, I think, to wait: I ſhall 
receive an anſwer in a poſt or two, and a few days will 
make no difference.” None at all, Sir, ſaid I, and took my 
leave. The ſatisfaction that T have at this juncture is, that 
Sir Joſeph Yorke is too honeſt a man, and too much the 
gentleman of candour and veracity, (to ſay no more of him) 
not to acknowledge all the foregoing * particulars which T 
have the honour to mention to have - paſſed between us on 
this affair; if they have not been obliterated from his me- 

mory by time and other affairs. 


Walking towards the duſk of the evening, under the 
Thade of the trees, in that place at the Hague, where the 
troops aſſemble every morning to march from thence to 
mount guard; it was, I think, the 29th of May, about 
nine o clock in the evening, when I perceived Mr. Prevot, 
before mentioned, coming towards me. When advanced, 
(after ſaluting) he told me, that his excellency the count 
£ Affry wondered I had not called to ſee him. I told him, 
he did me a great deal of honour, and that I ſhould have 
"waited on him often, but that T ſuppoſed my viſits and 
compliments might have been-diſagreeable ; and, therefore, 
that he would not have been viſible: and that I was one of 
the laſt and worft in the world to be ſo troubleſome, as 
ito obtrude upon perſons of rank. Not at all, Sir; for let 

2 : me 


3 


me aſſure you, replies Prevot, that his excellency will be 
very glad to ſee you, any day or at any hour you come, 


unleſs at the time that he is writing his poſt letters. I did 
not in the leaſt doubt, at this time, but that his excellency 
would have been more glad to have ſeen me in his houſe, 
than I would have been to have found myſelf there: as I 
had ſome time before received advice, that one of the mi- 
niſters at Verſailles had {aid to a certain perſon in private, 


that he would give a very large ſum to prevent my going to 


England. And, adds Prevot, I muſt tell you, that the 
count gave himſelf the trouble to write to court about you, 


and that he has received a very kind and obliging anſwer 


from the duke de Cboiſciul; wherein his lordſhip ſays, he is 


very ſorry for the unkind uſage you received; and deſires 


the count to aſſure you, it did not come from his depart- 


ment. I knew this very well, and that what I had ſuffered 


was from the young pretender, St. Florentin, and Bertin. 


I returned my beſt acknowledgments to be communicated 
by Mr. Prevot to the count, and to be by him tranſmitted to 
the duke; aſſuring him, I was then ſenſible of his goodneſs, 
and convinced that it was owing to his juſtice and humanity, 
through the repreſentations of my good friends, that I ob- 
tained my liberty, or that I was then alive. Prevet then 
preſſed me to come next day, or as ſoon as it was convenient 
for me, to the count; telling me farther, that he had re- 


| ceived orders to ſettle matters with me, which I would find 


to my ſatisfaction. I thanked him molt heartily, prayed him 
to make my humble reſpects as due; but told him, that as 
ny private affairs (which had been ruined by my long 

You; BN. - 0 abſence) 
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- abſence) called me to England and Ireland; and as I expecte 
to ſet out on my journey for the former in a few days, I 
feared it would not be in my power to wait on the count as 
I could wiſh (here I was paying him in Prench coin) ; for 
that J had ſome little matters to ſettle at the Hague before 
my departure, which would employ moſt of my time; for 
which I was very ſorry. He then preſſed me again; on 
which I ſaid, I own, Sir, that in good manners I ought to 
wait on him, to acknowledge the obligation I am under for 
the trouble he had given himſelf on my account, which de- 
manded and required my waiting on him, to return him 
thanks; and likewiſe to beg he would be ſo good as to re- 
turn my thanks and acknowledgments to the duke de Choi 
ſeiul; that I would therefore have the honour to wait upon 
him for that purpoſe in a day or two, at leaſt before my 
departure, (if poſſible.) I ſaw that the phraſe if poſſible 
did not go down well; but as I could not nor would not 


mend it, we graciouſly parted. 


Reflection inſtantly ſeized my mind. If I go, thinks I, 
what am I to do? How ſhall I get out, if the tender care 
they ſhould have for my health and preſervation ſhould in- 
duce his excellency (purſuant to ſecret orders) to cauſe his 
ſervants to turn the key of the ſtreet door upon me, and 
keep me there till they could convey me to Paris, and pro- 
bably lodge me at their grand hotel (the baſtile) where I 
ſhould want for nothing. The houſe of the ambaſſador is 
ſacred, and who dare take me out? therefore I reſolved; I 
will go none there, but I will go to Sir Joſeph: my mind being 
full of that patriotic maxim, which is the reigning principle 

_ Mt 


+ 8-1 
of every true lover of his country, Amicus Plato, amicus 
Socrates, ſed magis amica patria. In my way to his ex- 


cellency, I conſidered, that if I had been in 4/ia detained 


and reduced by the divan to be employed in their ſervice; 
ill uſed, and unable to get away; forced to play the Turk 
through policy and ſelf-preſervation ; neceſſity would excuſe 
my playing the Turk, which I might well do without being 
muſſelman or infidel; and that if I found them attacking 
my king and country, or even any other chriſtian power, 
my vengeance would be juſtified and applauded i in the eyes 
of all others, if I ſet fire to their country, levelled the 
ſeraglio, and overturned the moſques. I knew in my own 
mind, that their defire to prevent my going to England pro- 
ceeded from their fear that I ſhould publiſh Hamilton's 
affair: they had then no ſuſpicion of my having any other 
matter to hurt them, or I ſhould never have got away. 


As ſoon as I came to Sir Joſeph's I inquired for him, but 


he was not at home; they told me, as I beſt remember, 
that he was engaged abroad with the marquis of Granby, (I 
think at the play,) and knew not when he would return, or 
if I could fee him that night. I went however to Mr. 
Delaval's apartment, related to him the adventure with 
Prevot, and conſulted with him whether it was proper for 
me to venture to go to monſieur  Afry. He told me, he 
could not ſay any thing to it; that I might go if I pleaſed, 

and that he believed it was the ſame kind of anſwer Sir 
_ Feſeph himſelf would give me, if at home. I replicd, if I 
ſhould go perhaps Sir Fo/eph would think ill of me; which 
Is the reaſon I would have his advice and direction. No, 
| B b 2 replies 
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replies Mr. Delaval, we ſhould have no doubt about you; 
and you may go if you pleaſe. I then aſked him, if I ſhould 
be detained, how would he get me out. He anſwered, he 
could not ſay any thing to that. On which, I believe, I 
made ſome aſſeveration, that I would not go near him, or 
truſt myſelf with him; and ſo I left the count to condemn 
or excuſe my want of good manners and reſpect. How 
others may judge of it, I cannot tell ; but ſubmit it to their 
and your conſideration, remembering the eſſential object of 


ſelf- preſervation. 


De le Pont and his ſpies were now buzzing and as buſy 
about the Hague as bees around a hive. Every ſtep I 
made, I knew, was watched, which made me ſtay more at 
home than otherwiſe I would have done. On the thirty- 
firſt of May in the evening, one Mr. Roworth, one of his 
majeſty's meſſengers of ſtate, then ſtationed with his ex- 
cellency Sir Jeſepb Yorke, as meſſenger I believe to the 
ambaſſy, came to me, and told me, the poſt was arrived; 
and that he was ſent by Sir Jo/eph to acquaint me, that his 
majeſty and lord B— had been pleaſed to direct that I 
ſhould ſet out for England next morning; that the money 
was come, and that I muſt go with him to Sir Jeeps 
houſe to receive it. When I came to Sir Joſeph's he was 
juſt gone out; but as he had left directions with Mr. De- 
laval, this gentleman paid me the hundred pounds, which 
had been ſent over that poſt by his lordſhip; for which ſum 
I gave a receipt to Mr. Delaval, believing it the earneſt of 
my propoſition, if I ſhould do as I propoſed. The greateſt 


part of this money was in ſilver, and of conſequence weighty. 
Iz - 
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It was at this time about ten at night; and as the bankers 
ſhops were all ſhut up, I was at a loſs to know how to remit 
part of it to Paris, to the perſon above-mentioned, in order 
to bring her away from thence: the bankers at that place, 
being very ſcrupulous in doing buſineſs at late hours. Ro- 
worth, however, thought of Sir Joſeph's banker, and loaded 
with the filver, we ſet out for the banker's, whom we found 
in his night-cap, preparing to go to bed; and he ſeemed 
out of humour at being diſturbed, and unwilling to receive 
the money: but Roworth prevailing, he paid him, by my 
order, fifty guineas, and I took his draft on Paris for that 
ſum; which I incloſed in a letter that I had previouſly 
wrote, and ſent it to Mr. Delaval, by Roworth, to be for- 
warded to Paris. Roworth went and delivered the letter, 
and then returned much fatigued, and brought me the reſt 
of the money. This man who is a credit to, and a pattern 
for ſome of his brethren of the ſame claſs, would not be 
prevailed on to accept the leaſt gratification or acknowledg- 
ment for all the trouble I gave him on this occaſion, no not 
ſo much as a glaſs of wine : he knew only that I was going 
to ſerve his majeſty and the nation ; his honeſty and duty 
had buried all avaritious views in that reſpect. I often 
wondered ſince, he did not charge or ſtop from me one 
pound two ſhillings, in every two pounds ſeven ſhillings of 
this money, for his trouble of receiving, carrying, and 
paying the money: as another of his brethren, one —, 
who has ſince had the honeſty and conſcience to do; and 
which I believe you, and all good men, will think is with 
as little pretenſion, being only for receiving for me, a 
tritle of two pounds ſeven ſhillings a week, allowed for my 


ſubſiſtence, 
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ſubſiſtence, till my recompence ſhould be paid, of which he 
paid me but one pound five ſhillings a week; retaining the 
reſt under pretence of fees or perquiſites, as you will more 
particularly know in a ſubſequent letter. 


LETTER Tus SIXTIETH. 


WW HEN Roworth left me, he promiſed to be with me 
early next morning, telling me, he was ordered to at- 

tend me with a coach to Helvoefſſuys. I ſent immediately, 
though late it was, and paid every perſon who had any claim 
or demand on me, and prepared every thing neceſſary for 
my departure. About five o'clock next morning, being the 
1ſt of June, Roworth came to me with a handſome gplafs 
coach ; and there being a gentleman and his ſpouſe in the 
houſe, who had come from Germany, and were going to 
England, I complimented the lady with a place in the coach; 
whilſt Roworth and her ſpouſe went in a cabroiler, or chair, 
and arrived that evening at Helvoegſſuys, where we were 
' obliged that night to wait, on account of the wind; which 
being ſomewhat favourable next morning, we embarked on 
board the pacquet- boat, and on the 4th of June we came in 
ſight of Harwich, about two o'clock. We had extreme 
good company on board, lord Down, and other gentlemen ; 
and as it was his majeſty's birth-day, and what rendered it 
omenous, that I was on that day landing in England, bring- 
ing the glad and ſecret tidings and means of defeating his 
enemies, 
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enemies, and reſtoring peace to the nation, we celebrated the 
day with the noble lord in a joyous manner, his lordſhip's 
wine being diſtributed in abundance on the occaſion. 


Being at laſt come to an anchor, whilſt I was in the cab- 
bin, a perſon came to me, and told me, there was a gentle- 
man upon deck, who had juſt come off on ſeeing the veſſel 
come into the bay, and who defired to ſpeak to me. I im- 
mediately went upon deck : he advanced to me, aſking by 
my name, if I was not ſuch a perſon? I told him I was: 
he then ſaid he was come, by order of lord B—, to make 
me his lordſhip's compliments, to congratulate me on my 
arrival in England, and to attend me to town, and take care 
that no harm ſhould happen to me (with all which I could 
not but be greatly pleaſed, as coming from ſo great a man) 
and returned my beſt thanks for his lordſhip's kind attention. 
He then aſked me if I had any luggage, which he ſaid he 
would take care of, and told me his lordſhip would be very 
glad to hear of my arrival; for that he had, by his orders, 
attended at Harwich ſeveral weeks paſt, to wait for me. My 
trunk being put into the boat, we quitted the ſhip, and 
rowed to ſhore, I obſerved no other perſon was admitted to 
go with us, or to get out of the ſhip, till we were gone. 
On coming to a tavern at landing, inſtead of ſending my 
trunk to the cuſtom-houſe, this perſon went, and brought 
the cuſtom-Nouſe officers with him to the tavern, to examine 

the trunk; who, out of ceremony, look'd into it, and then 
went away. My guide (for as yet I knew not his name) 
aſk'd me, if I would not pleaſe to ſtay all night, that I might 
recover my fatigue, and alk” d what I would like for ſupper ; 
2 | and 
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and appeared, according to his way, aukwardly aſſiduous, 
and as if he would endeavour to ſhew himſelf with polite- 
neſs ; but I ſoon perceived, that it was not the poor man's 
province nor fault, that he was not ſo well in that way as 
might be expected; for nature and inſtruction, I ſaw, were 
both deficient; and told him, I would not ſup there, nor 
go into a bed, till I got to London; and deſired a poſt-chaiſe 
to be got ready immediately, which, as ſoon as it came to 
the door, I got into, with my guide, and ſet off from Har- 

wich about eight o'clock in the evening, continuing our jour- 
ney the whole night, without ſtopping, unleſs to change 
horſes, and arrived in town about five o'clock next morning, 


I had learn'd on the road from my conductor, that his 
name was Watſon, and that he was one of the meſſengers of 
ſtate : he brought me to his houſe in Crown Court, neither 
commodious nor agreeable for a perſon who was come to 
London, even by his majeſty's order and invitation, as well 
as under his royal protection, with thoſe lights and intelli- 
gences, which, I was perſuaded, would defeat the dan- 
gerous and formidable deſigns of his enemies, and after ſo 
many dangers and riſks as I had run for that purpoſe. 

When bed-time approached, he made an apology, that 
he had not a bed, but what was engaged for his own family ; 
but ſaid, he had provided me one at a brother meſſenger's, 
within a few doors of his houſe : and accordiggly conduct- 
ed me to one Blackmore's, about an hundred yards from 
thence : where I was, I found, detained as a priſoner, not be- 


ing permitted to go out; for Tear, I ſuppoſed, that any attempt 
ſhould 


1 201 1 5 


| ſhould be made upon me, or leſt I ſhould be ſo e as 


to talk of this affair. 


As ſoon as, I preſume, | it was thought I had recovered 


from my fatigue, I was conducted by I aijon in a coach to 
the ſecretary of ſtate's office, then lord B 
into a chamber, where I met a FO TP whom I had 
never ſeen before, who told me his name was F— , and 
that he was ſecretary to his lordſhip, whoſe orders he had 
received to meet me, and to take down my intelligence and 
diſcoveries, according to the letters I had wrote; or to that 
effect. I ſaw paper, pens, and ink, on the table, with my 
firſt letter to Sir Jo/eph Yorke, and, I think, my ſecond lay 
alſo by it. In a word, I faw a kind of apparatus, as if it 
was for to take an examination or information before a ma- 
giſtrate, which I thought was not the thing, or at leaſt not 
the method, I apprehended, would have been uſed in my caſe; 
my intentions being firſt to have the honour of delivering my 
papers to his majeſty in perſon, or to the miniſter himſelf; 

and my expectations being, that, after ſuch. delivery, I ſhould 


be examined, and permitted to explain and recite all other 


particulars, and give all the necsſlary eclairciſſements to the 
miniſter, or perhaps before his majeſty in council, where I 
imagined the buſineſs might be immediately carried, 


For theſe reaſons I declined communicating any thing par- 
ticular to this gentleman ; but told him, I was ready to give 


the lights mentioned in my letters, and to do all I had there- 


in propoſed, but would not deliver my papers but to his ma- 


jeſty or his miniſter. We diſcourſed, however, for ſome 
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little time, wherein J gave him ſuch lights to communicate 
to his lordſhip, who, I did not doubt, but to have the honour 
to ſee and attend in a day or two, on this i important ſubject, 
as would fatisfy him of my integrity, and power to anſwer 


his moſt ardent expectations, i in reſpect to the matter in queſ- 


tion. This interview finiſhed, I was reconducted back by 
Watſon, who attended for that purpoſe, to Blackmore's, where 
I was confined as before, not being as yet permitted to ſtir 
out. 


His lordſhip being then made firſt lord of the treaſury, in 


ſome few days after, I was again conducted in a coach by 


Watſon, to the ſame office, and told, I was to go there before 
the honourable Mr. G———, who was juſt then appointed 


one of his majeſty's miniſters of ſtate. On coming into the 
room to this gentleman, Mr. W. 
leaving the room, Mr. G began, by telling me, he was 
come to the office to meet me, to be informed i in the buſineſs 


was with him; but he 


I had mentioned in my letters. I replied, I did not doubt of 
his majeſty's goodneſs and generofity in my recompence for 
the ſervice I propoſed, that I relied upon his royal bounty and 
liberality, and that I would now have the honour to give 
ſuch lights and diſcoveries of the deſigns of the enemy, as 
would defent their ſchemes and enterprize, and enable the 
miniſter to knock them all on the head, whenever they 


| ſhould attempt the invaſion : that I inſiſted on no terms, but 


ſubmitted myſelf to his majeſty's bounty, and then took out 
of my pocket, and delivered to him the papers, of which the 


following is an exact copy, being the inſtructions given to 


Dumont for to examine the coaſt, towns, and harbours, deſtined 
— | 8 
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for landing the troops and making the invaſion ; with the re- 
port or anſwer of Dumont; together with a chart of the coaſt 
made in purſuance of the ſaid inſtructions for landing the 
French troops, artillery, Cc. of which chart 1 kept no copy, 
or otherwiſe ſhould ſet it forth; but which ſtill remains in 
the hands of the miniſters. 


commandant St. Eſperrie. 


L ſe rendra, en choiifſant le tems le plus propre, (c'eſt 2 


dire la nuit) par le vent le plus fayorable, et Theure de 


la marce pour pouvoir aller et revenir à Beachyhead, ſur la 
cote d Angleterre. Il examineta cette cote depuis ce point, 


7 juſqu's a Arundel, ou la partie qu'il en pourra faire avec le 
moins de riſque, de vouloir tout reconnditre à la fois, pour 
ne faire courir le danger d'Ctre pris. 


II paroitroit devoir commencer par Arundel, pour qu'en 
revenant le long de cette c6te, il put paſſer pour Anglois. 
Mais au reſte, je laiſſe à la prudence du Sieur amt, en 


eee 


Les objects qu'il doit reconnditre, ſont les differens, 


mouillages, de meſurer Ventendue des plages, en longueur, 
Ces et 


INSTRUCTIONS pour le Sieur Dumont, 
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a 
et largeur, de connoitre les ſondes en avant ces mouillages, 
pour ſavoir la diſtance aux atterages, ou des fregates nu des 


vaiſſeaux ennemis, y pourroient venir troubler les batteaux, 
qui ſervent echouer ſur ces plages ; quelles ſont les villes, 


ou ports qui confinent a ces plages; Tetendue de ces ports 
pour contenir les tranſports, et les mettre a couvert, apres 
la decente; de connditre les routes et debouches qui con- 

duiſent du bord de la mer dans le pays: la nature de Vinte- 
rieur, $'il eſt poſſible: ſi ce ſont des marais, des prairies, 
des terres labourèes, des communes; ſi ce ſont plaines, ou 
rideaux, fi coupes de ruifleaux, fi couvert de bois, en fin le 


plus de detail -poffible, ſur ces objets; les dunes, les fallaiſes, 
les forts, et les batteries, qui defendant cette cote; et qu'a- 


pres avoir pris ces connoiſſances, il les ecrive ; et qu'il en- 
trance les figures, ſur le champ; auſſi t6t fait, il reviendra à 
Boulogne, s il ſe peut, fi non, a tout autre port, juſqu' = 
Dieppe; compris eſtapes, eſtapes St. Volory, &c. fi par hazard 
il tomboit entre tes maines des Anglois, il aura attention de 


jetter ſes papiers, pour que Vennemi ne connoifſe pas, quelles 


font les points qu'il a reconnu. 


Quiit purſe fur tout, * ne doit courir, ni apres la gloire 
ne apres le butin : ſon ſeul objet, eſt la reconnoiflance indique 


cydeſſus, la vrai gloire, eſt de rendre des ſervices, auſſi eſſen- 
tiels, que l' objet qu'on lui confie, et non de chercher à com- 


battre, mais en tout, de ſuivre exactement les ordres, de 
ceux qui le roi commet pour les commandemens: laiſſant 
enticrement au capitaine Dumont, de ſaiſir le moment favo- 
rable, en conſequence des ordres, que j'ai recu par les lettres 

FOES : . 


1 
de monſieur le compte d Herouville; nous avons donnè, les” 
inſtructions cydeſſus fait à Boulogne, 13 Sep. 17 59. 


Le Chev. D'Arcy. 


Je prie meſſieurs les commandans des ports, et villes de 
France, de no point inquieter le nommé Laurent Vendenbos, 
capitaine du batiment le Jeune Glatty, ayant été occupe par 
ordre du mareſchal prince Soubize, pour le ſervice du roy; 
ayant par le meme ordre occupè. Signe avec paraphe. 


Pris à Boulogne copie | „ 
le 27 Sep. 1759. Dr La Mor rx officier Francois. 


N. B. This is ſaid to be the young pretender's order, 
and ſigned on his return from England. Sent from 1 e 
to Paris, to Mr. Mac Alle efter, by Dumont. 85 


La RE PONSE de Capitaine Damon,” aux Ti 
TT ſtructions des Miniſtres. 


Partè de 1 le 20 FER 1759. Aut fur la cdte An- 
gleterre le 23, et parcuru depuis le point de Beachy juſqu'au 
travers la baye d Arundel, faiſant route à Voueſt ; mouillage eſt 
depuis une braſſe juſqu a dix. 


NOM BRE I. 


Entre la point de Beachy, et les Sept Fours, ſe trouve une 
muraille et une porte, avec une deſcente large et ſpacieuſe; 
les 
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les terre et l' interĩeure ſont inculterres, communes entre les 
habitans: i y a une belle plaine, bien propre a conduire 
Tartillerie. Le long de Sept Fours la cote eſt rapide, et fer- 
mee d' unn mutaille par la nature; les terres font © couvertes 
de landre. 


NOMBRE II. 


A la pointe, de ouvert de Sept Fours, eſt une ance, de la 
longueur d unquart de lieue, dont la c0te eſt caillouteuſe, les 
terres y font incultes, et par leur pante vers la mer, elles ſe 
decouvrent à environ deux lieues: on veit de cette ance un 
grand chemin qui conduit a Newhaven. 


NoMBRE III. 


Apres avoir double une chaine de montagnes, d'une demi 
lieue de longuer, on trouve Ia baye de Newhaven, d'une lieue 
et un quart de long ; dont la cote eſt caillouteuſe. Le ter- 
rein n'ofire aucun obſtacle, et Yon y peut Echour en tout 
tems. La ville de Newhaven eſt un petit port, afles peu 
commode, on peut cependant y mettre 70 batteaux plats. 


D' autre diſtance de fix lieues de la ville de Newhaven eſt 
celle de Shoreham; on trouve une ance, de la longuer d'une 
demi lieue, dont la côte eſt de facile abord, les montagnes 
ſont rapides, enferment Ventree du paiis: cette baye eſt & 


3+ lieues de Newhaven, et à 2 + lieues de Shoreham. 


NomBRe 
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No M BRE V. 
Shoreham a un port qui peut contenir 100 batteaux plats: 
ſa baye a deux lieues environ de longuer, la cote eſt chargee 
de gravier et cailloux: elle permet d'y echouer un grand 
nombre de batteaux; la terre eſt en partie inculte, et en 
partie mis en valeur. 


NoMBRE VI. 


Shevvhan eſt ſepare d' Arundel par une haute terre rapide, 
a couvert de la quelle ſe decouvre la baye d' Arundel; cette 
baye eſt tres belle et tres favorable, à un de barque- 


ment. 


La Vennemi s'ſt montrè et la dècouverte a diſparu. 


. The above figures have reference to the chart which 
Bisse made of the coaſt, towns and Aae the copy of 
which I gave to Mr. 6 


INSTRUCTIONS for Mr. Dumont, com- 
mander of the Sr. E/perries, tranſlated from the 
French. 


WW HEN he ſhall fail, let him chooſe the moſt proper 
time (that is to ſay, in the night) with the moſt fa- 


vourable wind, ſo as to be able to go to e on the 
2 coaſt 
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coaſt of England, and to return from thence. He ſhall ex- 
amine that coaſt from this point, as far as to Arundel, or ſuch 
part of it as he may be beſt able to do, with the leaſt riſk ; 
and let him endeavour to reconnoitre or examine all the pre- 


miſſes at one time, provided that he does not run 1 any * 
ger of being taken. 


It ſhould ſeem moſt adviſable to begin at Arundel; fo that, 


by returning along that coaſt, he might paſs for Enghſh. As 
to the reſt, I leave to the diſcretion of Mr. Dumont what ſteps 
-or arrangements he may think neceſſary for him to take. 


The objects which he muſt chiefly attend unto, and recon- 
noitre, are the different anchorings ; for which end, he muſt 
meaſure the extent of thoſe bays and waters, both as to 
length and breadth ; he muſt find the ſoundings before theſe 


_ anchorings, and the diſtances from the landing-places, where 
the frigates or veſſels of the enemy might be able to moleſt 


the flat-bottom'd boats employed in landing the forces, &c. 
in thoſe waters. He muſt inform himſelf of the towns and 
ports next joining to thoſe landing-places, the capacity of 
thoſe ports for containing the tranſports, and whether they 
can lie ſafe, and out of danger from the enemy, after the 
deſcent, He muſt alſo make himſelf acquainted with the 
roads, and the openings that lead or conduct from the ſea 
fide into the country ; ſo as, if poſſible, to find the nature of 
the inland part thereof, whether it be marſhy, meadow | 
ground, arable, or common; whether it be plain or Craggy ; 
whether interrupted by rivulets, or covered with woods: in 


9% let him Procure the moſt exact deſcription poſſible of the 
downs, 


1 0 5 ER 


downs, the beaches, the forts, and the batteries (if any be) 


erected upon this coaſt. And after having taken the moſt 


exact account of theſe particulars, he muſt write them down 
immediately, and make a plan or map of the premiſſes. When 
this ſhall be done, let him return to Boulogne, if he can; if 
not, to any other port, as far as Dieppe, comprehending 


Etapes, Eſtapes, St. Vullery, &c. If by chance he ſhould 


fall into the hands of the Engliſb, he muſt be careful to throw 


his papers over- board, that the enemy may not diſcover the. 
buſineſs upon which he has been ſent. 


Let him, above all things, know, that he muſt not-run 


after glory or booty; his ſole object is the knowledge of 
what is above commanded. True glory is, to perform the 
ſervice with that diligence as the nature of the object re- 
quires. He is not to ſeek an enemy, but in every thing to 
follow exactly the orders of thoſe, to whom the king has 
given theſe commands. Thus I leave entirely to captain 
Dumont to ſeize the favourable moment, and, in conſequence 
of the orders which I have received by the letters of the 
count d. Herouville, we have given theſe inſtructions. Done 
at Boulogne, this 13th of September, 1759. 


(Signed) The Chevalier D'Arcy. 


This is to deſire all the commanders of the ſeveral ports 
and towns in France, not to moleſt Lawrence Vandenbos, 
captain of the veſſel called the 7 oung Glatty, having been 
employed by order of the marſhal prince de Soubize, for the 

Vor, II. D d king 8 
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king's ſervice, having by the ſame order employed him, 
Signed and certified, 


DE LA Mor TE, a French Officer. 


The copy of the above taken by captain Dumont, 27th 
September, 1759. Sent to Mr. Mac A— to Paris, Au- 


guft 1701. 


Dumont was ſtationed at Boulogne with a ſhip, at the en- 
trance of the harbour, to examine all that went in and out, 
and ſaid that De la Motte was the adyenturer. 


Captain Dumont's Report or Anſwer to the _ 
Inſtructions, T tranſlated: from the French. 


Parted from Boulagne the 20th. September, 1759. Ar- 
rived on the coaſt of Englund the 23d, and run from the 
point of Beachy-head acroſs the bay bf Arundel, making courſe 
to the weſt : the anchorage is from one to ten fathom. 


Non BEA I. 


Between the point of Beachy and the Seven Ovens is a 
wall and a gate, with a large and ſpacious deſcent. The 
lands and interior parts are uncultivated, and in common 
amongſt the inhabitants. There is a very fine plain, very 
proper for conducting the artillery. Along the Seven Ovens 
the coaſt is high, and ſecured by a wall formed by nature: 


the lands are covered with heath. 
Nu u- 


L 2111 5 
NoumBer II. e 


At the point, on opening the Seven Ovens, is a creek a 
quarter of a league long, the coaſt of which is of flint ſtones. 
The lands here are uncultivated, and, by their declivity to- 
wards the ſea, they difcover themſelves about two leagues. 
There is to be ſeen from this creek a great road * leads to 
Newhaven. 


NuMBER III. 


After having doubled a chain of rocks half a league in 
length, there is the bay of Newhaven, a league and a quarter 
long, the coaſt of which is covered with flint tones. There 
is no obſtruction in this bay; one may here run aſhore at any 
time. The town of Newhaven is a ſmall port, not very 
commodious ; yet one may find place here for ſeventy flat- 
bottum'd boats. 


NUMBER IV. 


Six leagues farther from Newhaven is the town of Sbore- 
Zam. Here is a creek of half a league; the coaſt of eaſy 


approach: the mountains are high, and incloſe the entrance 
into the country. This bay is three leagues and a half from 


Newhaven, and two and a half from Shoreham. 


NUMBER V. 


Shoreham has a ſmall port that will contain a hundred flat- 
bottom'd boats. The bay is about two leagues long, the 
coaſt covered with gravel and flint ſtones. Here a great 

D d 2 number 
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Sborebon i is eee from Arundel by a hi gh und, at the 


Geng of which is ſeen the bay of Arundel. This ber is 


very fine, * moſt favourable for a debarkment. KP 


The enemy ee „ and the er went away. 


or two in "ib falling. 1 


NF. The above FOR have ſr to the chart which 


Dumont made of the coaſt, towns, and harbours, -purſuant to 


the inſtructions; the copy of which Mr. Mac Allaſter gave 
„ ** the other papers, and which were 


given to Mr. W: — to take care of Ts after they” had 


been e by th Ry N 


* 


Mr. G ih read the faid infteiittions 48 an- 
ſwer, and amine the ſaid chart, T gave him ſuch other 
lights and diſcoveries, as ſeemed highly ſatisfactory to him; 


who being ſtruck and alarmed therewith, immediately rung 
His bell; and a perſon coming to him, he ordered him to go 
directly to lord Egremont, and to deſire his lordſhip not to 
ſtir out till he came to him. Before this perſon was down 

ſtaits he rung again, and ſaid to him that entered, . Order 


oy 


1 I muſt obſerve here, that the date in Dumont's report 
was a little defaced, which * make a difference of 2 nd 


273 x | 7 
my coach inſtantly. to the door for I muſt g directly to 
the k ; then aſleing me ſome other queſtions, he told 
me it was very well, ſaying, © You; ſhall. hear from us in a 
few days. On deaving Mr. 6 5 , I went into the next 
room to Mr. ., then under miniſter of ſtate in that 

department; and had the honour to confer with this gentle- 
man on the above ſubject. At my leaving him, I found 
myſelf without my guide; that is to ſay, that Watſon was 
gone, and that I was entirely at liberty ; I went home, and 
from thence * I pleaſed. N 


Next atideninge waited. again on Mr. W-—, and 1015 
long conference with him, wherein I related all that Dumont 
had communicated to me, and every thing that occurred to 
my mind, that I knew eto be neceſſary or eſſential in 
this buſineſs for his majeſty's ſervice, which gave this 
honourable gentleman the higheſt ſatisfaction, Upon my 
getting up from my chair to go away, he did me the honour 
to aſk me, if I was well, or contented where I was. To 
which Lanſwered, thanking him for his kind attention, 
that I was content for the preſent, till my recompence was 
paid, or better proviſion made for me. Lou are not, Sir — 
to conſider yourſelf as a priſoner: you are no priſoner at all, 
continues he. Vou are your own maſter, to live where you 
pleaſe. No, Sir, 1 reply d; I do not conſider myſelf i in that 
light, tho' I had found myſelf quite the contrary, affairs 
being now in this ſituation, I may tell you freely, that I 
imagined in myſelf that I ſaw troops marching towards the 
coaſt to lie in ambuſh ; and Sir Edward Haufe, once and 
for all, again triumphant over the French flat- bottom'd boats, 

2 as 


2141 


as he had been over their formidable fleet off Breſt; and an 
end to all French projects of invaſion for ages to come. The 
French troops, Iriſh brigades, and Scotch regiments in the 
ſervice of France, deſtined for embarkation and invaſion, 
having then actually marched down to Dunkirk, Berg, Sr. 
Omers, Calais, and to other ſea port towns and villages on 
that part of the coaſt 'of France oppoſite to England, to the 
number of 50,000 men and upwards, as well cavalry as 
foot, to be ready for embarkation, and putting the ſaid 
project of invaſion in execution the winter following, or on 
the firſt favourable and convenient opportunity; and who 
then lay at the mercy of the en by my diſcoveries as 


| aforeſaid. 


Patiently waiting the recompence of this important ſer- 
vice, I went one morning (about a month after I had made 
thoſe diſcoveries, and delivered the papers above-mentioned) 
to the ſecretary of ſtate (my caſh being out) and ſpoke to 
Mr. G—— on that ſubjet; who told me, he would 
order Mr. L to pay me po J. till my affair was ſettled. 
L—— next day paid me that ſum, and took my receipt for 
ſo much received by Mr. G———'s order. This ſerved me 
for my then emergencies, not doubting but when the hurry 
of buſineſs, which then ſeemed to engage the attention of 
the miniſters was over, but mine would have been ſettled. 
I went in Auguft, for the firſt time, to wait on lord B 
who I had the honour to meet coming through Sr. James's. 
Having made my reſpectful addreſs to his lordſhip, and told 
him who I was, he did me the honour to tell me, that his 


majeſty would generouſly and liberally reward me, and that 
3 | his 


1 [ 215 15 


his lordſhip would never be againſt it. I returned his lord- 
ſhip my humble thanks; telling him his word. was ſo dear 


to me, that I could. not doubt of what he ſaid, and that I 


was happy in having this gracious promiſe, or to that effect; 


and his lordſhip was likewiſe pleaſed, at two or three diffe- 
rent times after, when I had | the: honour to meet him at 
St. Fames's, to tell me, my affair would ſoon be ſettled, 
and that he would ſpeak. to Mr.,G——— for that purpoſe. 
In Auguft, at which time 1 quitted e s houſe, and 
took lodgings, and went and lived at my own expence, the 
perſon whom I had ſent fifty guineas to at Paris, arrived 
at London, and brought the other papers which I ſent to 
Mr. G,, purſuant to his billet, for that purpoſe. 155 


Negociations for a peace being. ſet on foot, in conſeguence 
of my diſcoveries, the duke of Nivernois arrived i in London 


13%" 


September following; and as I walk'd. one evening in the 


Par, one Burk, who I had. formerly known at Dunkirk, 
ag a merchant, came to me; and having talked to me of 


. PT IPRA 22>: 


indifferent affairs, begged me to drink a bottle, fer he had 


ſomething to ſay to me of conſequence. We went accord- 


ingly, and a third perſon with us: the reſult of this invi- 


buſineſs was (for this night) that he came, as he 
ſaid; from the duke and Mr. Deon, then ſecretary, to his 
ambaſly ; and by their order to propoſe, that if 1 would 
come to the duke or Mr. Deon, the duke's intention was to 
make a very handſome proviſion for me, and to fix me with 


tation and 


town-houſe, | country-houſe, and equipage, with money to 


ſupport them. I. aſked. him, what ſervice I © Was to do ſor 


all this; what they expected from me, and what connection 


he 
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he had with them? As to himſelf he ſaid, ke was cplojedt 
in buying and ſelling ſt6cks: for them; that he had old out 
4 large ſum a day or two before to good advantage, and was 
next day to carry the ſum of 12001. to them as the profits 
thereof. As to the buſineſs with reſpect to you, I know | 
not any particulars, ſaid he, but that they want you, and 
will make good what J propoſe by their orders. I inſtantly 
fuſpected it was a trick or a ſnare to kidnap me. Pray, 
faid I, will the duke begin by paying me the money due to 
me from the king his maſter, for an affair I was employed 
in at Bicẽtre by his miniſter in his majeſty's name, and for 
his ſervice; or does he think I am qualified to be a ſpy, and 
intends to employ me as fach. I that ſhould be the caſe, 
pleaſe to tell his lordſhip, it is a trade I never underſtood, 
nor never will learn; and that I would not engage in it for 
the kingdom of France. It may do well enough with. ſome 
great men, with thoſe who Voltatre calls illuſtrious ſpies ; 
but it is above my cut. However, if his lordſhip has any 
good intentions for me; if he will, as I faid above, begin, 
by paying me what is due, I will do myſelf the honour to 
wait upon him: we concluded to meet next evening, and he 
was to bring me the duke's anſwer. 


Early next morning, being the 2d of October, I did my- 
ſelf the honour to write to lord B— and Mr. 6 the 
account of this interview and propoſal, not doubting but to 
receive ſome directions for my conduct therein, and ſent the 
letters by a meſſenger of ſtate. My next meeting with Burk 
(whom ] was reſolved to amuſe, in order to find out or diſ- 


cover, whether it was * life, or my property (that is to ſay, 
my 


27 ] 
my-recompence) they intended, or were ſcheming to cheat 
me of) was a repetition of the former, which I again wrote 


to his 1 p the 4th of October, and Mr. G., in the 
ſame manner as is before mentioned. A farther meeting 
being appointed, and the ingenious, finding I was not to be 
caught in this nooſe, Burk wrote me a letter of . 8 Bl 
copy of which I ſent to his l p and Mr. G———, by let- 
ter dated the 5th of October, as aforeſaid, the agi being 
ſtill in my hands; but I received no anſwer or direction what 
to do in the affair. It was in the month of September aforeſaid, 
that, walking in St. James Park, I met my guide Watſon, for 
the firſt time ſince he had quitted me at the office, as above 
related. On talking to this man, he told me, that lord 
B— had been ſo kind as to give him directions, that I ſhould 
want for nothing; and, Sir, continues he, if you call at my 
houſe any morning, I ſhall let you have ſome money. On 
Monday morning, the 13th of the ſame month, I went to 
his houſe, and found him. He then paid me fifty ſhillings, 
ſaying he had but little money, but would give ſhare of what 
he had: and you know, Sir, continues he, we muſt have 
{ome little advantage in our way ; but I ſhall always leave 
five and twenty ſhillings every Monday morning to be paid 
you, if I am not at home; it will be ſomething in your 
pocket. In this kind of myſterious way of talking, I knew 
not well what he meant: I wanted not, tis true, for money, 
and I expected every day money from Ruſſia, from Ireland, 
and in England, of my own, which had been due and owing 
to me at the time I had left England. On Monday, the 2oth, 
I called again, and his wife then paid me fifty ſhillings more, 
which her huſband had left for that purpoſe ; ; and he con- 
„ E e | tinued 
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11 
tinued to pay me thereafter twenty-five ſhillings a week, as 
he had mentioned. I gave myſelf little or no trouble to think 
of this affair, believing I ſhould, from one week to another, 
be ſent for, and my recompence paid, and a penſion on Tre- 
land, or otherwiſe, granted me; or other proviſion adequate 


to the ſervice which 1 had the honour to render his majeſty 
and the nation. | 


I knew the duke of Nivernois, and all thoſe who are ſe- 
cretly attached to the French, or to the pretender and his 
intereſts, would do all in their power to ruin me, by every 
ſcheme of iniquity, and every thing they could fay or do 
(true. or falſe) privately to oppoſe 5 prevent my receiving 
thoſe recompences due to my ſervice. My diſcoveries ruined 
their grand ſcheme to deſtroy this nation, which had coſt 
France many millions. You will not then wonder at their re- 
ſentment, and evil intentions towards me; and I doubted 
not, but intereſt and applications, even from France, for that 
purpoſe, as ſoon as it was known that I was come over, and 
that my diſcoveries had laid the foundation of propoſals be- 
ing made for the preliminaries of that peace, which was, in 

a few months after, ſo ſuddenly concluded, would be em- 
et againſt me, But all theſe deſigns and endeavours of 
the common enemy, more dangerous in peace than in war, 
more dangerous and deceitful the more they are maſk'd and 
diſguis'd, under the ſpecious, falſe, and pretended cobweb 
dreſs of friendſhip and ſincerity, and the efforts of the pre- 
tender's ſecret friends, I believed, could not prevail with a 
ply Britiſh mia , to deprive a perſon of the payment for 

| | ſervices 
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erwies actually rendered, and which were of ſo great im- 
portance to his majeſty and the nation. | 


Many were the applications which I had made, in the 
moſt modeſt and reſpectful manner, to his majeſty's mini- 
ſters, by letters and otherwiſe, reminding them of, and ſet- 
ting forth the above ſervices, in order to obtain that liberal 
and generous recompence and reward, which I always un- 
derſtood had been promiſed by his ambaſſador abroad, and 
by his miniſters at home, both before and after the ſaid ſer- 
vices above mentioned were performed. But ſuch repreſen- 
tations and applications being without the deſired effect, 
through French influence, as I had all reaſon to believe; on 
the 23d of Augu/t, 1764, I took leave to write a letter to his 
lordſhip, and to incloſe a petition to his majeſty, ſetting forth 
thoſe matters, and praying his majeſty to be graciouſly pleaſed 
to order me ſuch recompence, as in his royal mind he ſhould 
pleaſe to think thoſe ſervices merited : which petition was, 
on the zd of September following, returned to me from his 
lordſhip by Mr. — —, who told me, that his lordſhip de- 

| fired me to wait on the right honourable the earl of H- 
at that time one of his majeſty's principal ſecretaries of 
ſtate, with the ſaid petition, and that his lordſhip would 
ſettle it ; which I did accordingly. I was not diſpleaſed with 
receiving this order, believing I ſhould meet with no diffi- 
culty or delay, when my affairs ſhould come under the con- 
ſideration of a noble lord, who was not leſs renowned than 
his anceſtors, for wiſdom, honour, and juſtice, and who had 
ſo lately given the moſt memorable proofs of his generoſity 
and humanity, in his prudent and reſpectable adminiſtration 

E 2 in 
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in Ireland, where he was, and always will be, honoured and 
eſteemed. I therefore concluded my bufineſs as good as 
done ; but, after ſome weeks attendance, his lordſhip was 
pleaſed to ſay, it was a work before his time, and ſeemed, 
as I apprenended, unwilling to enter into it. 


From this behaviour I imagined, that the juſtice I ex- 
pected was ſtopp'd by ſome other influence than his lord- 
ſhip's own diſpoſition. I then prayed to have the petition 
returned to me; which was ſoon after complied with. 


hilft J was thus ſolliciting, 1 endeavonted to inform 
myſelf from what ſpring the twenty-five ſhillings flowed, 
which Valſen paid me every week; and being told that 
this man had ſomehow detained almoſt half my allowance, 
being two pounds ſeven ſhillings a week, or thereabouts, 1 
went to him, and aſk'd him, Am J your priſoner ? to which 
he anſwered (with more truth than I expected) No, Sir, you 
are no priſoner of mine. I then aſk'd him, if he could pro- 
tect me from being arreſted, as I had learn'd he had ſome 
warrant, either to protect me, or to get money for me? for, 
the warrant, I had been alſo told, was a kind of miniſterial 
precaution, to prevent my being attack'd, or falling into the 
hands of my enemies, if any thing ſhould have tranſpired, ſo 
as to come to their knowledge. To this laſt queſtion Mat- 
fon replied, No, Sir, you are no priſoner of mine, nor never 
was: I can't protect you, by my warrant, from any debt or 
arreſt whatſoever. By which I was convinced, that what I 
had heard of the warrant was true, and that it was only to 
receive money for my ule from the treaſury, 
; 
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In conſequence of which, I concluded to inform myſelf 


of the quantum. I had never lain a night in his houſe, or 
din'd or ſupp'd at his expence, except the day I arrived in 
town; and perhaps he might have paid ſome trifle to Bl/ack- 
more, for the few weeks I was there. I had received ſeyeral 


conſiderable ſums of my own money, lived at my own charge, 


which was not very ſmall, and received not a ſhilling from 
him, but the ſeveral ſums above mentioned: I went, there- 
fore, to the proper office in the treaſury, and treaſury cham- 
ber, as I was adviſed, where he received money on ſuch war- 
rants and occaſions, and found his quarterly bills and receipts 
relating to me, of which I took the copies; the firſt of which 
is in the words following. To keeping Oliver Mac Al- 


« Jeter, priſoner, from the 1ſt of Fuly, 1762, to the 30th of 


« September following, both days included, with diet, lodg- 
« ing, fire, candle-light, &c. V. 30: 13: 4;” and that, every 
three months following, he had given the like bill. 


I was much ſurpriſed, I own, at this diſcovery ; and to 
think he ſhould detain from me about two and twenty ſhil- 


lings a week of this trifle, which, I apprehend, was merely 


granted for my ſubſiſtence, till my recompence ſhould be 
paid, and was by him received by virtue of the ſaid warrant, 
which was only left in his hands for that purpoſe; and which 
money, I found, another meſſenger would have received for 
me, at a guinea a quarter for his trouble, as is uſual in ſuch 
caſes : the arrears of which thus due to me from Watſon 
amounted to near two hundred pounds. I reflected much 


upon this injuſtice and iniquity; and thought it the more 


extraordinary, as he knew that I was ſent for by his m 
* - and 
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and his miniſter; that I had with honour duly and faithfully 
acquitted myſelf of my propoſals and engagements, and could 
not be conſidered, in any ſenſe, as a priſoner ; and that, if I 
had been one, I was diſcharged by the miniſter at the of- 
fice; from which hour the pretended warrant ceaſed, un- 
leſs to receive money for my ule. 


I then applied to Vatſon to pay the money due to me in 
arrears, which he refuſed, pretending it was his due for fees, 


at the rate of 6s. 8 d. a day, and that the allowance he gave 


me of 25. a week thereout, was what he was not obliged 
to do. To cover one iniquity by another, I thought was 
ſomewhat monſtruous; and hoped it would not be counte- 


nanced, and that I ſhould be able, in a proper time, by a le- 


gal courſe, in caſe all others failed, to make him refund my 


* notwithſtanding his pretexts and chicanery. 


Br 


| Having, on the 2oth of F 05 176 15 ſent back = pe- 
tition, which ſpecified alſo my demand on Matſon, to lord 
„I had the honour to write to his lordſhip, telling 
him that lord H——— had done nothing in it; and to pray 


his lordſhip to lay it before his majeity, and to back it ; but it 
was, I think, near three months after that I received the ſame 


petition from his lordſhip, by the hands of the aforeſaid Mr. 
F———, who, on giving it to me, told me, lord H——— 


would now ſettle it; and that I muſt go to him again, and 


carry the petition to his lordſhip; for that lord B did 
not, nor would not meddle in public affairs. = then * 
ed the petition, and did myſelf the honour to write to lord 


1, acquainting his lordſhip with the reaſons of my 


& 4 


ſending 
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ſending the petition once more to him. I waited afterwards 
on his lordſhip's ſecretary, who, I always ſaw, was well 
diſpoſed in the cauſe of juſtice ; to whom I related what Mr. 
J——— had faid to me, and who was ſo kind as to tell me 
he would ſpeak to his lordſhip about it, or put him in mind 
of it, when he found a proper opportunity. 


— 


There was, in a ſhort time after, much talk of a change 
in the miniſtry, who had a great deal of buſineſs to go thro'. 
I went, however, towards the latter end of May, to wait on 
his lordſhip; and meeting Mr. — -, Who, I believe, had 
kept his word with me, in ſpeaking to his lordſhip about my 
affair; he aſſured me, that they were at that time in a great 
hurry of buſineſs, and had more upon their hands than they could 
well diſpatch; but, as ſoon as this hurry is over, ſaid he, my 
lord is determined to ſettle both your affairs, meaning, as I 
ſuppoſed, my recompence and my demand on Watſon. I 
thanked this gentleman for this obliging attention ; and am 
ſatisfied, that if this noble lord had continued longer in oſſice, 
he would have done me juſtice in both reſpects; but as a 
change was ſoon after made in the miniſtry, it left me where 


I was, to begin again. 


In this flucuating and unſettle d ſtate, that public affairs 
ſeemed to be then in, prudence filenced my neceſſities, and 
anxiety to get my demand ſettled. Having been now above 
three years waiting and ſoliciting thereof, which obliged 
me to expend a much larger ſum of my own money on that 

account, 


© higheſt degree, in a letter to Sir 7 
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account, than what I had. received by the miniſter's or- 


ders. 


The treatment J had thus received, carrying with it a full 
conviction, that juſtice was ſported with, and French influ- 


| ence ſomewhere prevailed; yet I was perſuaded that lord B— 


would have ſent me any money, or agreed to any terms, had 
I not left the Hague and given up my papers, and opened 
myſelf upon bare expectations and miniſterial promiſes ; and 
as I doubted not to have the honour to render his majeſty 
and the nation other ſervices of great importance, by the re- 
duction and taking of =» — in any future war, according 
to a plan formed for that purpoſe in my hands, and ſettled 
juſt before the peace was concluded; and farther, that as I 
could, on the penalty of my own life, lay down and prove 
that infallible ſyſtem of ſound politics, for his majeſty's in- 
tereſt, and the happineſs of this nation, that will ever baffle 
and defeat the whole united power of France and Spain, in 
any future attempt againſt theſe kingdoms, in favour of the 
pretender, whom they ſtill countenance for their own pur- 


poſes ; finding, nevertheleſs, that his lordſhip, forgetting his 


promiſes, now neglected my repeated applications, though 
he had applauded my important pang and integrity in the 
——, as I had juſt 

before learned ; I thought it proper, on a ' ſuppoſition that 
the ſame public principles, for which he had deſerved ſo well 


of his fellow- ſubjects, would never deſert him; at leaſt com- 


mon juſtice would have actuated the m „ as I was re- 
ſolved to apply to the right honourable Mr. for an 


order, that what remained due and unpaid of the money, di- 
: rected 
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rected by lord B—, and received by Watſon for my ſub- 
ſiſtance, amounting to 200 /. or thereabouts, ſhould be paid 
to me; but Vatſon being then out of town (as was alledged) 
though only for his own amuſement, at his country houſe or 
lodging, my demand (it was ſaid] could not poſlibly be ſet- 
tled as to the quantum, unleſs he was preſent; on which oc- 
caſion this gentleman was, however, pleaſed to order Mr. 
Larpent to pay me fifteen pounds, and that I ſhould ſign a 
receipt for this ſum, which I did ; and which receipt was in 


the following words. 


9 


« Received, Auguſt the 28th, 1765, by g C— 8 
« order, of John Larpent, the. cum of fifteen pounds, to be 
ce allowed out of Mr. I aifon the e s bill, when that 
2 8 come to be 3 | 


thts nothing farther of my Frank on Watſon, 8 
being wearied ont with fruitleſs ſollicitations, after expend- 
ing above ſix hundred pounds in the purſuit of, and attending 
the expectations of being paid a juſt demand, I determined 
to lay my caſe before his royal highneſs the late duke of Cum- 
berland, by way of petition, and alſo by another to his ma- 
jeſty, which I begg'd, by my petition to his royal highneſs, 
he would preſent to his majeſty; hoping, that when 
he ſaw the ſervices I had rendered, and the injuſtice I had 
received, he would be ſo good as to obtain for me the re- 
compence and reward due to the important ſervices men- 
tioned in the faid petition. Which petition to his royal 
highneſs was as follows. 
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10 HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 


Fillion D uke of Cumberland, Fe. &c. &c: | 


The PETITION of Oliver Mac Allefer, of 


we La gat TY. 


* 


— < 


Mefi bumbly ſheweth, 


THAT your petitioner having been in . before the 
laſt war, and at the breaking out thereof, he, in the 


year 1761, found out and diſcovered, that very great prepa- 


rations had been, for a long time before, and were then ac- 


tually making and carrying on, with the utmoſt diligence, 


by that court, at millions of expence, for invading this king- 


dom, with a deſign, if poſſible, to deprive his majeſty of his 
crown and dominions, and to place the pretender on the 


throne of theſe realms, to the ruin of this nation; and of his 
majeſty's moſt faithful and Þ confederable ſubjects, as well as his 


ge ends in general. 


That, previous to the year aforeſaid, the Prench miniſter, 
by inſtructions for that purpoſe fully given, directed one 
captain Dumont of Dunkirk, to examine that part of the coaſt 
of England where the intended deſcent was to be made; and 

| . to 
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to take the ſoundings, landing places, harbours, and ports; ; 
| likewife to form an exact chart thereof, with this pre- 
caution, that in caſe of being attacked by the enemy, to 
throw his ſaid inſtructions and papers over board, that the 
objects thereof might not be diſcoyered, 


That ſaid Dumont PEST proceeded to ſea on the execution 
of ſaid commiſſion, he compleatly ſatisfied the objects of his 
ſaid inſtructions; deſcribed the towns and places, with their 
proximity and convenience for landing the French troops and 
artillery by the flat-bottom'd boats, and formed a chart of 
the ſaid coaſt and towns, deſtined for their debarkment, as 
by the copy of ſaid inſtructions and anſwer annexed, more 


fully appear. 


That in June 1761, the ſaid Dumont being again ſent for 
to Verſailles, he was there privately lodged, in the hotel of 
the duke de Pentbievre, grand admiral of France, to facilitate 
his attendances and. conferences ; and to conceal as much as 
poſſible his interviews with the miniſters ; for which purpoſe 
he had a maſter-key to go in and out by a private door of 
the garden, at ſuch hours as were appointed for him to 
attend them. 


That your petitioner, by his conduct, induſtry, and ad- 
dreſs, got into his hands the ſaid original inſtructions, 
anſwer, and chart; and not- only at the hazard of his life, 
ſecretly copied the ſaid inſtructions and anſwer, but alſo got 
the ſaid. chart privately drawn and copied, and then con- 
cealed the ſame in the beſt manner he could, with intent to 
Ff 2 come 
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come to England, as ſoon as he could find an opportunity, to 
lay them before his majeſty and his miniſters, to defeat the 
faid formidable, dangerous deſign; and render the troops fo 
to be embarked, together with the ſaid flat-bottom'd boats, 
the victim of the enterprize, as hereafter purpofed; not 
doubting but that the French would be thereby obliged to 
beg a peace on their knees, but alſo to put an end to any 

future attempts of invaſion on this kingdom, from that 
quarter, for at leaſt an age to come; and for ever, with 
regard to the family of Stuarts. 


That your petitioner, on the 1ſt of October, 1761, being 
put in priſon, (by ordre du roi where he remained ſeveral 
months, tho' free from every ſpecies of crime, but that of 
diſpleaſing, as hereafter mentioned, took ſome time before 
the beſt precautions he could to preſerve the ſaid papers, as 
he apprehended a ſtorm gathering againſt him, and as he 
had been refuſed paſſports to return from France ; wherefore 
ſending for a perfon, in whom he thought he could confide, 
to come to him to the ſaid prifon, called Fort P Evegue, early 
next morning, he informed faid perſon that he had ſome 
papers that concerned his life and fortune, and the lives 
and fortunes of thouſands befides to put into this ſaid 
perſon's hands, ſecretly to keep and preſerve for him; but 
that in caſe he ſhould (as he daily expected) be transferred 
to the Baſile or other priſon, to be no more heard of; that 
then this fame perſon ſhould come off to England, and 
deliver the ſaid papers to his majeſty or his miniſters, when 
receiving all aſſurances of truſt and nar LN he confided ſaid 
papers. | 


— That 


„Ie . 
That in February following, having obtained his ſaid li- 
berty, by the ſollicitation of a lady at court, he arrived in 
the month of March following at the Hague; where he 
duly received the ſaid inſtructions, anſwer, and chart, * 
cording to the directions he had for that purpoſe given, to 
the perſon aforeſaid, at the time of his * from 
Paris. 


That on his ſaid arrival at the Hague, he did himſelf the 
honour to write to his excellency Sir 7 2a letter, 
dated March the 26th, 1762; whereby he purpoſed, on 
peril of his life, to give ſuch lights, and make ſuch diſ- 
coveries, as would render this formidable project of the 
court of France abortive, and the troops the victim, when- 
ever the enterprize ſhould be attempted; not doubting, as 
he mentioned in his ſaid letter, but from his be 
bounty to receive twenty thouſand pounds, and a penſion of 
two thouſand pounds per year, as a recompence for ſo im- 
portant a ſervice: which letter was immediately tranſmitted 
by his excellency to lord B „at that time one of his 
majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate. | 


That in anſwer to faid letter, his excellency ordered Mr. 
Delaval to write to your petitioner a letter, dated the 311t 
of March, 1762, whereby he ſays, your petitioner is not to 
doubt in the leaſt of the liberality and generoſity of the 
king and his miniſters in his recompence ; to which letter 
your petitioner replied, by another wrote next morning, the 
original being in the ſecretary's office ; ; and having had the 
honour afterwards of ſeveral conferences with his excellency, 


he 


21) 
he always aſſured him, that if he performed what he men- 
tioned, or gave ſuch lights as he hinted at, he would be 


generouſiy and liberally rewarded; tho your petitioner did 
not in any wile diſoloſe to his excellency, the ſeeret or Par- 


ticulars of the Nd important diſcoveries. 


That in Wa time after, his excellency having ſent to 


your petitioner to acquaint him, that his majeſty had done him 
the honour to ſend for him, and that he had received orders 
from lord B—, to ſend him over and pay his expences at 
the Hague; he repreſented the neceſſity of bringing away 
the perſon above-mentioned from Paris, who had tilt ſome 
papers in keeping, which could not with fafety be conveyed 
by the poſt; and that it would be neceſſary to have one 
hundred pounds remitted for that purpoſe, and the-expences 
aforeſaid. 


That his excellency having thereupon wrote again to 
Lendon, as he had no order but for the ſaid expences) did 
your petitioner the honour to write him a letter, dated the 
18th of May, 1762, who on the ſaid letter and aſſurances 
which his excellency gave him, offered to come off in an 
open boat, if he pleaſed, before any money arrived; but as 
the above letter was gone, it was thought proper to wait for 
an anſwer. 


That lord B-— having concurred in, and agreed to your 
petitioners ſaid propoſals, and the faid ſum of one hundred 
pounds being arrived the 1ſt of June after, the faid Mr. 
Delaval ſent in the evening for your petitioner, and paid it 
2 | | to 


1 
to him; whereupon he went directly to his excellency's 
banker, and paid him fifty guineas to remit to Paris, to 
bring away the faid perſon with the reſt of the ſaid papers; 
and after clearing his own expences, with the remainder 
he ſet out next morning at four o'clock for Helvcelſſuys, and 
arrived at Harwich the 4th; where he was received by a 
perſon who had waited for him by lord B—'s order, and 
who complimented him in his name, and accompanied him 
to town; ſo that your petitioner, who ſtopped not at Har- 
4ich but to get a poſt-chaiſe, went poſt all night, and 


arrived at London the 5th of ra aforeſaid, ny five 


an in the mig. 


That the perſon who ſo ended your petitioner to town, 
is one Watſon, one of his majeſty's meſſengers of ſtate ; who 
having placed your petitioner to lodge at one Blackmore's 
(another meſſenger). your petitioner was ſent for a OY gs 
after to the fecretary of ſtate's office to Mr. F——, in 
order to diſcloſe the faid matters to him; but your petitioner 


not only declines, but abſolutely refuſed entering on the 


—_— with . which has ever ſince rendered him his 
chemy. 


That in a few days after, being ſent for again to faid 
office by Mr. G, he made him. the promiſed diſco- 
veries, and delivered to that gentleman the copies of the 
ſaid inſtructions, anſwer, and chart before- mentioned, and 


explained to him ſeveral matters on that ſubject, with 


regard to the enemy's defigns, who might have been all 
hen bw deer in toils) if the neceſſary meaſures and juſt 
precautions 


— 
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precautions had been taken for that purpoſe by thoſe he 
had the power, as he humbly apprehended, and as he hopes 
will evidently appear, to the wiſdom, ſagacity, and pene- 
tration of your royal highneis, as a prince and general, 
experienced and judicious i in * * * war and military 


8 


That Mr. Go — having read over aber id papers, 
and inſpected the ſaid chart, (all which he carefully pre- 
ſerved) ſeemed a good deal ſurprized and alarmed; when 
ſuddenly ringing his bell, a perſon entered, to whom he 
gave directions to run in all haſte to lord Egremont, and 
deſire his lordſhip not to go out, till he called upon him; 
that before this perſon was well down ſtairs, he rung again, 
and ſaid to him that enter d, Order my coach to the door 
immediately, for I muſt go to the king directly.“ Then 
turning to your petitioner, ſaid, Mr. Mac Alleſter, you 
will hear from me in a few days? Did not you leave Ireland 
for debt? Have you any friends or acquaintance in town?” 
Thoſe queſtions ſo much ſurprized your petitioner, that he 
knew not what to ſay; as he apprehended they were, in the 
firſt inſtance, to leflen the merit of his ſervice, or to diſcou- 


rage him in his juſt expectations. 


That. your petitioner, in ſome weeks after, waited on 
lord B— at Sr. Jamess, who was pleaſed to tell your 
petitioner, that his maje/ty would generouſly and liberally reward 
him, and that his 1 — p would never be againſt it (theſe 
were his proper words) and your petitioner never doubted 


thereof, That at three or four times after, his l——p was 
pleaſed 
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| leaſed to aſſure him, his affair ſhould be Co: one; ad 
that he would ſpeak to Mr. G——— to that end. That a 


Y—— by the miniſter or 


letter was alſo wrote to Sir ] 
his order, to acquaint him that your petitioner had jul filled 


his promiſes, and anſwered the moſt ſanguine expectations, or to 
That Jed, as your * has been well informed. 


That on the gth of July, 1762, your petitioner ſent to 


Mr. G———— a paper-writing of that date, whereby amongſt 


other things he propoſed to break the intereſt of that 


tyrant, the young pretender, with France and Spain; which 


propoſal he ſtill holds firm to, and even to drive him out of 


Europe, of which he may be ſaid to be the firebrand and 
common diſturber, if your petitioner might be permitted to 
put in practice the neceſſary plan for that purpoſe, and which 
he knows to be infallible. 


That the ſaid paper-writing heli Mer wurd loſt by Mr. 
G———, he was pleaſed to ſend for another copy to your 


petitioner, which he ſent him accordingly; about which 
time your petitioner received nfty pounds for pocket-money, 


- Whilſt his recompence ſhould be paid; which is all he has 
received ſince he was ſent for as aforeſaid ; except that the 


ſaid I/——, who was ordered to pay your petitioner about 
forty-ſeven ſhillings per week for his ſubſiſtence, and who 
pays him but twezty⸗ tue ſhillings only towards his preſent 
but mean allowance, and keeps and unjuſtly detains almoſt 
the other moiety, under pretence of fees and perquiſites for 


advancing the ſame, ever ſince his arrival; and of which 


there is now due to your petitioner about two hundred 
Fot. H. G g pounds, 
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pounds, which he refuſes to pay him upon the pretences 


aforeſaid. Wherefore your petitioner's ſaid allowance being 
ſo poor and inconſiderable, he has been obliged to expend 
upwards of fix hundred pounds more for his and his family's. 


ſupport, waiting the recompences of the aforeſaid ſervices, 


and performance of the promites and aſſurances above ſet 


| Forth. 


That in Auguf 8 the perſon who had chats of 
the aforeſaid papers, (which related to Jreland, and to 
the pretender's conduct and true character) having, pur- ö 
ſuant to your petitioner's directions, brought them over, 
together with ſome papers relative to the jeſuits, whereby 


the ſaid pretender would have it appear that they were em- 
ployed to aſſaſſinate him, your petitioner, by letter, imme- 


diately acquainted Mr. G- - therewith, and ſent them 
to him by his own direCtions. 


That in conſequence of your petitioner's diſcoveries and 
ſervices aforeſaid, he doubted not, by the meaſures and 
precautions which he thought would be taken on this im- 


portant buſineſs and lucky occaſion, but to ſee the whole 


embarkation of troops which conſiſted from about forty to 


fifty thouſand men, and who had then march'd to the coafts, 


towns, and villages adjacent, to be ready for embarkation the 


winter following, or when opportunity offered, together 
with the cannon, ſtores, flat-bottom'd boats, &c. and. the 


| young pretender himſelf, who was to have been at their 


head, taken, killed, drowned, routed, or deſtroyed, when 
the deſcent ſhould be attempted, as their deſtination was 
. then 
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then fo ſecretly and perfectly made known to the m 
by your petitioner, that no other perſon living had any 
knowledge or ſuſpicion thereof. Thereby not only to re- 
duce td humble France to a lower condition, than was 
Spain by the loſs of her great armada: but alſo cured of 


every deſign of invaſion on his majeſty's dominions for ages 
to come; and the conqueſts, honour, and glory, which his 


majeſty's arms and this nation had at ſuch a great expence 
of blood and treaſure, fo bravely acquired, at leaſt preſerved 
to Great- Britain for ever; and your petitioner's propoſals 
fully accompliſhed ; for ſuch ſurely muſt and would have 
been the caſe, had matters been managed as they might 
have been; as he moſt humbly judged and apprehended as 


unfortunately for this nation, as well as for your petitioner 


they were not. But on the contrary, to his great ſurprize, 
overtures for a negotiation for a peace were immediately ſet on 
foot; for the bringing about of which one perſon had a 
penſion of a thouſand pounds a year on the 1r:/þ eſtabliſh- 
ment, for about thirty years; though the trouble he had 
therein, could not be more than the writing two or three 
letters, as your petitioner apprehends ; whilſt at the fame 


time this favourable, happy opportunity and advantage, 


with your petitioner's ſaid ſervices, remained neglected, un- 


noticed, unrecompenced, and his family left to conſume 


the little remains of his fortune for their ſupport, or other- 


wiſe want the common neceſſaries of life. 


That in a very ſhort time after the ſaid negotiation of a 
peace was purpoſed, the duke de Nivernois arrived at London; 
and in ſome days after one Burł came to your petitioner, in 
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bis grace's name, to ſollicit him to go to the ſaid duke on affairs 
of great importance as he ſaid; at each time aſſuring him of 
great advantages, and making him great offers in caſe he 
would comply; but he abſolutely refuſed to accept thereof, 
nor would he conſent to go, notwithſtanding the ſaid Burk's 


” w—_ 


x. 


reiterated viſits and importunities for that purpoſe : of all 


which your petitioner gave private advice to lord BZ — and 


Mr. G——, by letters every night during ſaid tranſactions. 


What the views and defigns of ſuch attempts of ſeduction 
were, he cannot with certainty aſſert, but humbly ſubmits 


them to the conſideration of your royal highneſs; his appre- 


henſions then being, they were to cauſe him to be kidnapped 
and carried off to France, or a ſnare to deprive him of his 
recompence; be it as it may, no notice was taken of faid 
Burk, and your petitioner's intelligence on this head ſerved 
only to draw on him the m———'s anger and reſentment. 


That ſaid negociation having terminated in a peace, your 
petitioner cannot help ſaying in this place, with a heart filled 
with grief, at the injuſtice he has met with, that every perſan, 
who has had any part in bringing about or concluding the ſaid 
peace, has been liberally rewarded, whilſt your petitioner 
alone remains unrecompenced ; tho' he apprehends, that he 
was the principal and only perſon, who gave thoſe lights 
and made thoſe diſcoveries for making a good and advan- 


tageous peace; or to defeat the deſigns of the invaſion as 


aforeſaid ; which gives him the ſtrongeſt reaſon to think, 
and particularly for the reaſons hereafter mentioned, that it 
prevalence on one hand, and the 


has been owing to 8 


arts and ons of the French miniſters on the other, who 


would 
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would ſtick at nothing to deſtroy your petitioner, that your 
petitioner's ſaid ſervices are ſtill — — and he 

treated 1 WIG ſuch injuſtice. 7 


Fir ir one A. — hioiker to lord E) 
being greatly connected and intimate with Mr. N 
(lord B—-—'s b——r) whilſt at Paris, on his return from 
T- through that city, which ſaid M had been 
with the young pretender zncog. at Breff, to embark for the 
welt of Scot/and (as he boaſted) in the deſcent to be made 
there, if monſieur Conflans had not been defeated. This 
ſame M=——, after ICY ſaid N — at dinner, 
came to one Sir S——, with whom he was intimate, 
and, amongſt many ill things which he ſaid of the duke 4 
C———, he ſaid, Dear Sir William, you will ſoon ſee how 
our friends will get forward tother fide the water; and 
that by and by lord B will break the neck. of that 
raſcal P—? by g—d; Sir William, who hated N 
heart, as did moſt of his countrymen, knowing that 1 
could not endure your petitioner, tho he had never ſpoke to 
him but in the public gardens, related to your petitioner 
what 1M had ſaid. 


That, ſome time after, your petitioner happening to fay in 
company, that M was a bad man, and deſerved to be 
puniſhed, or to that effect, this came to his ears, and was 
alſo communicated to the young pretender. That your pe- 
titioner having, ſome time before, ſaid ſomething to diſoblige 
Mr. Bertin, a ſcheme was formed by Monſ Sz. Florentin and 
the reſt, on | which your 1 was put in priſon, as afore- 
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4237 and your petitioner has all reafon to believe, that as 
ſoon as it was known in Parit that your petitioner had been 
ſent for by his majeſty, and made ſome diſcoyeries for his 


ſervice, . — employed all his intereſt witk his friends to 
prevent your petitioner's receiving the juſt fecompence of his 
faid ſervices, and is now protected by them in this kingdom; 
he having been chaced out of France about a year ago, by 
order of the duke ds , as your petitioner has been 
informed. - 


That, with regard to the ſecret arts and influence of the 
French, it is not only evident, by your petitioner's diſobliging 
the duke of Never noir, and the others above mentioned, for 
the cauſes aforeſaid ;. but alſo, for that an agent of that party, 
» Propoſed to your pe- 
titioner an affair relating to Mr. Dean; but your petitioner 
looking on the ſame with indignation, rejected it; and ſoon 
after threatened him, which, he believes, was the occaſion 
of his leaving the kingdom ſoon after. However it may be, 
your petitioner cannot help obſerving, that at the time he 
ſo threatened him, he laughed at your petitioner, and deſired 


him to go and acquaint the m s therewith as ſoon as 


he pleaſed; then aſking your petitioner, if he had not, ſome 
time before, preſented a memorial to one of them, to be paid, 
repeated to your petitioner many of the particulars therein 
ſet forth, which filled your petitioner with great conſterna- 


tion; for, in truth, he had preſented ſuch memorial, con- 


cluding that a blue ribbon * was of more weight than twenty | 


men's oaths. 


This, 


„ 5 

This, with the diſregard ſhewn in the affair of Burk, gave 
your petitioner reaſon to think, that any ſteps that he was 
deſirous and ready to take on ſuch occaſion, might only ſerve 
to involve him, and render him the dupe of deſpotic power, 
and thoſe, who proſtitute their authority, and ſcruple not to 
ſtrip a man of life, fortune, liberty, merit, and recompence, 
by every artifice and perfidy, if it anſwers their atrocious 
ends, or gratifies their vengeance. If ſuch be ms, 
permit me to ſay, Royal Sir, with Hamlet, 


Angels and miniſters of grace defend me! 


And what muſt be the caſe of thoſe who ſerve the corn, if 
they are abandoned by the patriots of the nation? 


That. your petitioner, under the mortifications aforeſaid, 
having from time to time made ſeveral applications to 
B— and Mr. G- , to obtain the recompences of his 
faid ſervices, but always without ſucceſs ; and which ſervices, 
after the great and glorious actions of your royal highneſs 
at Culloden, in ſaving this nation, he humbly flatters himſelf, 
might be regarded as the next important and effential for his 
majeſty and the nation, ſince that happy period, had your 
royal highneſs, as he preſumes, been conſulted thereon, or 
even had a proper conduct been purſued by thoſe who pre- 
fided : your petitioner, therefore, on the zoth of Fuly, 1763, 
ſent a memorial to Mr. G——— ; to which he was pleaſed 
to ſay, that it was not he who ſent for your petitioner over, 
and that he had maintained your petitioner ever fince he 


came; which anſwer did not fail to aſtoniſh your petitioner, 
: who 


— — 2 — —— — — —— — — . 


who was in want of money, but as he took it up, and ex- 
nm, _ own. 


That your petitioner finding himſelf ib unkindly Weed 
his money exhauſted; and unable to ſubſiſt on the ſmall cur- 
tailed allowance aforeſaid, without contracting debts, pre- 


pared a petition to his majeſty, which he incloſed to l 
3, praying him to lay it before his majeſty, and to back it. 


That, ſoon after, your aten 1 petition from 
1— B— by Mr. F——, who faying that his lordſhip 
could not do any thing therein, that he did not meddle in 
public affairs, defired your petitioner to lay it before 1 


H, which he did accordingly ; but his lordſhip, after 


peruſing the ſaid petition, and papers relating thereunto, 
{aid it was a buſineſs before his time. That having a ſe- 
cond time applied to his lordſhip, by the ſame directions, 
was informed by Mr. $ E, his ſecretary, that the de- 
mand was too large, though by his faid petition he only 
prayed to be rewarded according to the merit of ſaid ſervice. 


— 


This your petitioner apprehended to be a cruel and unjuſt 
treatment, to a perſon who was ſent for by his majeſty, as 


_ aforeſaid, who had rendered ſuch important ſervices, who 


had the promiſes and aſſurances of his miniſters at home and 


abroad, as aforeſaid, and to whom 1— B— would have ſent 


any money, or agreed to any terms, were they larger, if your 
petitioner had not truſted to his majeſty's goodneſs and ge- 
neroſity, and the promiſes aforeſaid, without inſiſting on other 


terms; ; and who doubts not to have the honour to render his 
2 
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majeſty and the nation others of great importance, by the/ 


reduction and taking of ——, in caſe a war was to break 


out again, according to a plan formed for that purpoſe in 


your petitioner's hands, before the peace was concluded. 


That your petitioner, in February laſt, renewed his ſaid 
applications to - B—, by ſending him a memorial, contain- 
ing moſt of the matters herein ſet forth, and praying him to 


ſtrike out any thing he found inconſiſtent with the facts 
therein mentioned, and to return it by Mr. F———, which 


he did accordingly, without altering or objecting to any of 
them; but telling your petitioner to apply to lord H———, 


which he has done, with as little ſucceſs as before, and 


which has only ſerved to expoſe your petitioner, as one of 
the victims to his and Mr. Gs unjuſt anger and ill- 
will; ſo that the avenues of royal bounty and liberality 


being by thoſe means hitherto ſhut up againſt him, your 


petitioner remains without reſource for obtaining the recom- 


pence of his ſaid ſervices, unleſs relieved by your N in- 


terpoſition, equity, and humanity. 


May it therefore 10 your W hiohneſ to take 


your petitioner's caſe into your royal conſideration 
and protection, and ta recommend the ſame to his 
majeſty, with his ſaid petition annexed; to the end 


that he may obtain a recompence adequate to his 


ſaid ſervices, or ſuch as they merit; or to give ſuch 
ſanction thereunto, that he may obtain ſome order 


for relief therein, ſuch as your royal highneſs may 
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pleaſe to think fit, according to your aceuſtomed 
and diftinguiſhed — — and generoſity, | 


And your petitiner ſhtll ever pri, Rc. Re. 


Having, in the beginning of September 1765, had the ho- 
nour to write a letter to the right honourable Mr. C——, 
and to fend him the foregoing petition, with one addreſſed 
to his majeſty, praying him to lay both of them before his 
late royal highneſs, as before mentioned, hoping to receive, 
by this application, and through this channel, the recom- 
pence due to my ſervices: not doubting of the kind aſſiſtance 

of a gentleman, whoſe patriotic character had made him ſo 
dear to his country, and whoſe noble father, when alive, did 
honour to nobility itſelf, in (I may truly ſay) his princely 
munificence and manner of living, as well as in acting to- 
wards all with unbounded generoſity, with whom he had 
the leaſt concern; and a tender humanity for all, who wanted 
his aſſiſtance; and to whom I had the honour to be perſonally 
known. I therefore never imagined, that the deſcendent of 
this noble perſonage would ever ſuffer me to be wronged, 
who had never offended him; but, on the contrary, who 
mult in his own mind have known, and been convinced, that 
I had rendered thoſe ſervices to his majeſty and the nation 
mentioned in the petitions. But how great my ſurpriſe was, 
is not fo eaſy to be expreſſed as conceived, when I (whoſe ne- 
ceſſities, from ſo long and very expenſive attendance for 
three years and upwards, preſſed me hard, which were not 
unknown to him) was amuſed, as J quickly ſaw, by a decla- 
ration 
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ration that he only waited for an anſwer from Sir 5— 
T. from the Hague; and that, upon my applying to him 
again for ſuch recompence, I was deſired by Mr. B „his 
— to come to the office to receive ſome money for that 
purpoſs. I went to Mr. , before mentioned, who is 
one of the principal clerks in that department, who told me, 
he had orders to pay me ſome money, and counted out to 
me fifteen pounds and ten guineas, producing at the ſame 
time a receipt ready drawn, in the words —. 85 that is 
to ſay, © Received, October 2 3d, 11765, by g— —s 
© orders, the ſum of fifteen pounds, to be 1 out it of 5 
« Mr. V. the meſſenger's bill, when that ſhall come to 
* be paid; "Gd alſo a further ſum of ten guineas, which 1 
« hereby acknowledge to be in full of what I am to expect 
« on the account of which the above ſum was paid to me.” 
Aſtoniſhed at the propoſal and receipt, I declined the ſigning 
of it; on which he told me, he had orders not to pay me 
any money, unleſs I ſigned it. I then deſired him to let me 
take a copy of this extraordinary receipt, which he complied 
with; and, as I wrote, I thought it not the moſt honourable 
manner to infiſt upon my accepting of fifteen pounds for a 
juſt demand of near two hundred pounds; nor to balance 
the account of my ſervices for a bounteous ſovereign, and 
aA generous nation, with ten guineas, by way of recom- 
pence to a man ſent for from a foreign country, and who 
had run the hazard of his life to ſerve his king and the na- 
tion, in which, without the greateſt danger, policy, and pru- 
dence, he never could have ſucceeded ; who had performed 


all he had propoſed for his majeſty's ſervice, and who had 
S 5 & Sd peut 
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ſpent ſix hundred pounds, and loſt, in ue e on the 


m rs promiſes, upwards of three years of his time. 

1 the diſtreſs I was then under (which the invi- 
fible well knew) and the hopes that. ſome other virtuous and 
ſucceeding m r would ſet all things to rights, prevailed 
with me to accept twenty-five pounds ten ſhillings from the 
ſaid L——; and to fign the receipt; apprehending that no 
perſon of honour and underſtanding could look upon ſuch a 
receipt as juſt and equitable ; and that it would rather be 
conſidered in my favour in law or equity, with reſpect to the 
two hundred pounds above mentioned, as by it I haye been 
not only deprived ever fince of that ſum, or any part of it, 
but alſo of the recompences due to me, as aforeſaid, , and of 
all fort of ſubſiſtence from the m, and totally aban- 
doned to depend on friends, and the little remains of my 
own ſmall fortune, after the promiſes and aſſurances pro- 
duced in this work. Such, however, is the recompence I 
received, for the fignal and important ſervices I have had the 
honour to render, in defeating the deſigns of his majeſty's 
enemies againſt his life, his crown, and kingdoms, with in- 
tended executions, by racks, torments, ſcaffolds, gibbets, 
Smithfield fires, and every other barbarous cruelty, that ty- 
ranny could invent, upon numbers of his faithful ſubjects; 
beſides the deſolation of the country, and overturning the 
laws, religion, and conſtitution of this kingdom, as was the 
intention of the French invaſion : in the place of which, 
the pretender, popery, lawleſs and deſpotic power, would 
have been eſtabliſhed, to the ruin of king and people, if the 
enemy had ſucceeded in their W : which, I appre- 

bend, 


1 
hend, my diſcoveries brought to light, and my intelligence 


rendered abortive. This is the oppreſſion and injuſtice, Sir, 
which I now labour under, for rendering thoſe ſervices as 


aforeſaid, and I beg leave humbly to ſubmit my hard caſe to 
the conſideration of the great and good. The worthy and 
diſintereſted patriots of England, whoſe names are here un- 
neceſſary to recite, but which, as they are already impreſſed 
upon the minds of the people, will, to the lateſt poſterity, 
remain in the annals of Great Britain. Let them judge, 
whether, for the honour of the nation, and the juſtice and 
benevolence for which it is diſtinguiſhed throughout all other 
regions under the ſun, an inquiry ought not to be made into 


the premiſſes, and into the merit of my diſcoveries? and 


whether ſuch a recompence hath been paid me, as the na- 
ture of thoſe ſervices intitled me unto, and as is conſiſtent 
with juſtice and equity, and the honour of the Engliſh na- 
tion ; and as a fit example to influence others to run hazards, 
or to encounter and purſue dangerous projects, to ſerve their 
king and country? Which I muſt ſubmit to the wiſdom of 
Wo : not doubting, however, but that, as I have had the 
honour and merit of ſerving both in ſuch an important affairy 
I ſhall not go unrewarded, but receive full ſatisfaction of my 
juſt demand; and that I ſhall have the protection of the laws 
againſt the wicked ſchemes of our,common enemies, who 
have been known not to ſtop at aſſaſſination and kidnapping, 
to avenge themſelves on thoſe who diſcover and defeat their 


ſchemes, and whom they cannot otherwiſe deſtroy. 
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AP * E N D IX. 


Referred to in LETTER the Fifth, Ford 
the Firſt. 


GUILDHALL SUBSCRIPTION. 


ON the 27th of November 1745, a ſubſeription was begun 
at Guildhall, London, by Sir Richard Hoare, then lord 
mayor, ſeveral of the alderman, and other eminent mer- 


chants and inhabitants of the city; the preamble of Which 
was as follows. 


We, whoſe names are under-written, in commiſeration of 
the particular hardſhips and inconveniencies which may be 
ſuffered by ſuch ſoldiers. as now are, or ſhall hereafter be em- 
ployed in his majeſty's ſervice, during the winter ſeaſon, to- 
wards the ſuppreſſion of the preſent unnatural rebellion, do 
hereby voluntarily ſubſcribe, and pay the ſeveral ſums ſet by 
us againſt our reſpective names, to be applied towards the 
relief, ſupport, and encouragement, in ſuch manner, and in 
ſuch proportion as ſhall be ene to be moſt neceſſary and 


expedient, by a committee, which ſhall hereafter be appoint- 


. ed for that purpoſe by us, or the major part who ſhall be 
preſent . 
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preſent at a general meeting, purſuant to an advertiſement 
in the London Gazette. f 


Guild-hall, London, Dec. roth, 1745. 
At a general meeting of the ſubſcribers, in purſuance of 
notice in the London Gazette, for the choice of a committee 
for making a diſtribution of the money, agreeable to the 
preamble of the faid ſubſcription, it was s unanimouſly reſolv- 
ed and agreed, 


7. That the right honourable Sir Richard Hoare, knight, 
lord mayor of the city of London, be of the committee. 


2. That the right honourable the lord chief juſtice, the 
right honourable the maſter of the rolls, the right honourable 
the lord chief juſtice Willes, the right honourable the lord 
chief baron Parker, and the reſt of the honourable judges, be 
of the committee. 


3. That all the aldermen who had, or ſhould contribute 
to the aforeſaid ſubſcription, be hs the commit tee. | 


4. That Sir John Bofworth kni * chamberlain of the city 
of London, be of the committee. 


5 That the maſter, or prime warden of every company 
that had, or ſhould ſubſcribe 1004. or OW be of the 
committee, 


6, That 
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6. That the deputy of every ward that had, or ſhould 


ſubſcribe 100 J. or upwards, be of che committee. 


7. That Philip Carteret Wetb, Eſq; Meſſieurs John Payne 
jun. Samuel Smith, Jaſper Manduit, William Hollier, FP * 
Hyde, and Samuel Chambers, be of the committee. 


8. That every perſon who, in his own name, or in the 
names of himſelf or others, had, or ſhould ſubſcribe 100 J. 
or upwards, be of the committee, 


9. That the committee fit at Guildhall, for the diſpatch 
of buſineſs, and that any five conſtitute a quorum, and have 
power to adjourn. 


10. That ſuch committee, from time to time, conſiſting 
of not leſs than five members, have power to draw on Sir 
Jobn Boſworth, chamberlain of London, for ſuch monies as 
may be neceſſary to anſwer the purpoſes for which the ſub- 
IEG was intended, 


11. That the right honourable the lord mayor do commu- 
nicate theſe proceedings to, his royal highneſs the duke of 
Cumberland, and to marſhal Wade, and deſire their opinions 
how the ſubſcription-money may be beſt applied for the 
relief, ſupport and encouragement of the ſoldiers, and for 


the benefit of the ſervice. 


12. That thanks be returned to the right honourable the 
lord mayor for having begun, and ſo zealouſly promoted this 


uſcful and laudable undertaking. 
The 


M7 1 * * 
5 % 
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The committee, thus appointed, made the following re- 
port of their proceedings to a general meeting of wa ſub- 


{c ribers at Guildhall, enen, January 28th, 1 77. 


"I "it: Pp 0 R 8 & 


FROM THE 


F oOo MMI T T E E. 


TH E committee Faun for . a diſtribution of 

the money ſubſcribed at Guildhall, for the relief, ſup- 
port, and encouragement of the ſoldiers employed in ſuppreſ- 
"fing the late unnatural rebellion, are in the firſt place to inform 
you, that the total of this ſubſcription, accompanied with the 
actual and immediate payment of the money ſubſcribed, 


amounted to the ſum of 18,9 10. 9 d. 


In order to point out the occaſion of this ſubſcription, your 
committee cannot help taking notice, that the late rebellion, 
in favour of a popiſh pretender, had, in its beginning, met 
with ſuch unexpected ſucceſs in the north, as to prompt | 

Vor. II. = 2 thoſe 


| NH 


. . 


tbolr who had been unhappily deluded into it, to make a 
near approach to this metropolis ;z to oppoſe hom, one part 
of his maſjeſty's forces, under the command of his royal high- 


neſs the duke of Cumberland, and another part under the 


command of his excellency marſhal Wade, had then taken 


the field; expoſed to the difficulties of a winter's campaign, 


and all the inclemencies of a rigorous ſeaſon. At ſuch a 
juncture this ſubſcription was begun, firſt towards the relief 
of the ſoldiers, in caſe of fickneſs, or of being maimed or 
wounded ; next, towards their ſupport under the fatigue of 
ſo much extraordinary duty; and, laſtly, towards their en- 
couragement, in rewarding their bravery, or other ſignal acts 
of ſervice: and your committee have been careful to apply 
the ſeveral ſums of money left to their diſtribution, in ſuch 
manner and proportions as might beſt anſwer each of theſe 


_ diſtin and feparate purpoſes, 


To which end it being thought proper to receive the opi- 
nion of the commanding officer, Sir Riobard Hoare, then 
lord mayor, and chairman to the committee, in purſuance of 
the reſolutions of the general meeting, acquainted his royal 
highneſs the duke, by a letter, with the deſign of the ſub- 
ſeription, and that the greateſt regard would be paid to his 
royal highneſs's recommendation. His lordſhip, at the ſame 
time, wrote another letter, of the like import to marſhal 
Wade; and, within a few days, was honoured with an anſwer 
from the duke, dated at Wigan, 14th December, 1745, inti- 


mating, that © His royal highneſs received, with the great- 


« eſt ſatisfaction, that notice of the good affection of his 


( lordſhip, and thoſe other eminent citizens who had joined 


« with 


2 $1 TL 5 „ 

with him in that 1 work, ſo ſeaſonably — in 
e their generous concern for the poor ſoldiers; and that his 
* royal highnefs recommended ſhoes, ſtockings, caps, 
* breeches and linen, as being of | moſt immediate uſe, and 
©« of eaſy conveyance.“ And, by an anſwer received from 
marſhal Wade, dated at Rippon, December 15th, 1745, his 
excellency concurred iu the like thanks and recommenda- 


tions. 
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 Agreeable to the purport of theſe letters, your committee 
contracted for ſixteen thouſand five hundred pair of Rockin gs, 
fifteen thouſand pair of breeches, twelve thouſand ſhirts, and 
ten thouſand woollen caps; and, as an additional ſupport, 
ordered one thouſand blankets, twelve thouſand pair of 
woollen gloves, and nine thouſand one hundred pair of wool- 
len ankle ſpatterdaſhes : but being apprized that his majeſty 
intended, at his own expence, to ſupply the ſoldiers with a 
ſufficient quantity of ſhoes, they deemed it unneceſſary and 
improper to interfere in what his majeſty had been moſt gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to make the immediate obje& of his own 


royal bounty. 


The committee aſſure you, that the utmoſt care was taken 
in contracting for theſe ſeveral articles, both as to the price 
and quality, part of which were to be provided in or near 
London, and part, particularly the gloves and ſtockings, in 
Meſimoreland, and other counties in the north; and it was a 
great ſatisfaction to them to find, that by thus exerting their 

endeavours to aſſiſt the ſoldiers, they procured means of em- 


Pployment 1 to. the poor and induſtriqus manufacturers, at a time "8 
11 2 when 8 mM 
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When our common enemies are uſing every art And contri- 
vance to deſtroy both our trade and our credit; and, in juſtice 
to the principal contracters for ſupplying theſe neceſſaries, it 
muſt be. mentioned, that many of them were contented with 
the prime coſt only, and all were punctual and expeditious 
in the performance of their engagements. 1 


Bebdes what was thus agreed upon for the immediate 
ſupport of the ſoldiers, your committee came to a reſolution, 
that the ſum of 5000 l. ſhould be ſet apart, to be diſtributed 
amongſt ſuch as ſhould happen to be maimed or wounded, 
which was intended as an encouragement to them to act 
bravely, as well for their relief, in caſe they ſuffered vy ſo. 


doin g. B 


But, during the time that the neceſſaries thus contracted 
for were preparing, and the committee employed in conſult- 
ing upon the moſt proper means of their being conveyed, 
part of the forces, under the command of his royal highnefs 
the duke, animated by ſo brave and gallant a leader, having, 
with the greateſt activity and bravery, purſued the rebels to 


the borders of Scotland, returned back from thence, juſt as 


the ſupplies were ready, which were intended to ſupport 
them in their march thither. Whereupon your committee 


determined, that what was before deſigned for their ſupport 


ſhould now be immediately diſtributed among them, as a 
reward for ſuch ſignal ſervices. Accordingly, as many of the 
neceſſaries as were then provided, were diſpoſed of to the 
following marching regiments, namely, Sowle's, Skelton's, 


Howard's, Douglas's, Fobnſon's, and Handaſyde's, and to ſuch 


of 


TS 


* of the firſt, ſecond, and third regiments of guards, who had 
been dr aughted out, and were returned from the north with 


his royal highneſs. And your committee being further in- 
formed, that there were upwards of Hve hundred of the re- 
giments of guards, who went by permiſſion as volunteers 
with the duke, out of the courſe of their duty, the like num- 
ber of the neceſſaries, then finiſhed, were delivered to each 
of them, and three hundred and ninety ſhirts to the like 
number of ſoldiers belonging to marching regiments, who, 
in the ſame manner, had ſet out as volunteers upon that ex- 


edition. 


Theſe diſtributions being made to reward the bravery of 
ſuch ſoldiers as had happily eſcaped the dangers they were 
expoſed to, your committee were not unmindful of the other 
deſign of this ſubſcropticn; in affording relief to ſuch as had 
been ſufferers; for the doing of which, an opportunity 


offered, which they chearfully embraced, as it was intimated 


to them by a letter from Sir Jobn Ligonier, That his royal 
highneſs the duke had determined to erect an hoſpital for 


ich ſoldiers as had ſuffered in the rebellion, and had com- 


manded him to apply to the committee for ſome help out of 
this ſubſcription. Whereupon they ordered, that the ſum 
of three hundred pounds, part of the ſum of five thouſand 


pounds, appropriated for the benefit of the maimed and 


wounded, ſhould be applied as general Ligonier ſhould di- 
rect; which ſum was, according to his defire, paid to the 
right honourable Stepben Poyntz, Eſq; who on that occaſion 
was pleaſed to expreſs the ſentiments of his royal highneſs 
the duke by the following letter to the lord-mayor. 


| 66 My 


— — — — 
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< I have received his dt bighnes the duke's command 

< to repeat his thanks to your lordſhip and the gentlemen 
« of the Guilaball committee, for the numerous inſtances of 
«« ſupport and encouragement conveyed by their canal to the 
army under his command, particularly for the liberal con- 
< tribution which they have appropriated to the good pur- 
<«« poſes of the hoſpital which he has lately opened for ſick 
and wounded ſoldiets. His royal highneſs is ſenſible how 
much he owes to your lordſhip's recommendation and 
« aſſiſtance in helping theſe good works forward; and fuch 
« diſtinguiſhed marks of zeal for his majeſty and regard for 
„ himſelf have made ſo deep an impreſſion on his own 
% mind, as cannot fail to ſpread itſelf through an army 
« ating under immediate influence and example, which 
« muſt prove a freſh excitement to them to'exert themſelves 
« to the utmoſt, in the important cauſe in which they are 
<< engaged, by labouring to anſwer the expectations of their 
«« benefactors, and to preſerve the favourable opinion of ſo 
4 reſpectable a part of the nation as the city of London. I 
< beg leave to lay hold of this opportunity of aſſuring your 
* lordſhip of the particular reſpect, with n I have the 
« honour to be, 

« My lord, 

« Your lordſhip's * 
'« Moſt bumble and | 
. « Moſt obedient ſervant, 

St, James's Houſes | | 
March 18, 1746, r | 
© STEPHEN Poyxrz.“ 


It 
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It being alſo repreſented by Sir John Ligonier, that « one 
hundred and fifty ſoldiers, who had been maimed and 
wounded at the action of Preſton-pant, were arrived in 
town, your committee not only ordered them a ſupply of 
ſome of the common wearing-apparel, but gave to each of 
them a gratuity in money. 


Thus far the committee have laid before you an account 

of the diſtributions that have been made in or near London; 

ED they are next to acquaint you of the fervices they were 

5 capable of performing to the ſoldiers that were quartered in 
and about Newca/tle, where many of them being ſick, the 
ſum of 300 l. was remitted to the mayor of that place, to 
be employed in ſueh manner as might be moſt conducive to -W 
their relief, according to the directions of their general Ll 
: officers, and one thouſand pair of woolen ſtockings, with 1 
one thouſand woolen caps, were likewiſe conveyed thither, 

and diſpoſed of amongſt thoſe that flood moſt in need of 


. ſuch neceſſaries. 


The committee now beg leave to inform you, in what 
manner they have extended their endeavours to ſupport thoſe 
ſoldiers, who, after the fatigue of a ſummer's campaign 
abroad, were marching in the depth of winter into the moſt 
northern parts of Scotland, to whoſe ſervice they applied their 
_ utmoſt care and attention, and his royal highneſs the duke 
having been pleaſed to recommend that nine thouſand of 
each ſpecies of the above- mentioned wearing neceſſaries 
ſhould be ſent after them, orders were given for nine ; 
thouſand pair of breeches, nine thouſand thirts, nine thou- 

fand 
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Ad woolen ankle-ſpatterdaſhes, and eight thouſant bine 
hundred woolen caps, with one thouſand blankets, to be 


ſhipped by ſea from London to Leith; and for nine thouſand 


pair of ſtockings, and ten thouſand pair of woolen gloves, 
to be conveyed by land from Weſtmoreland to Edinburgh, and 
to be directed to lieutenant-general Hawley, the then; com- 
manding officer in Scotland. | 


* pw 4 


For the better and more ſafe conveyance of what were to 


be ſent to ſea, your committee contracted for the hire of a 


ſhip of proper force, to proceed directly from London to 
Leith, under a convoy, which the lords of the admiralty, upon 


application, had been pleaſed to order; and an agent was 
appointed to go on board the veſſel, and diſpoſe of the goods 
at Edinburgb or elſewhere, according to ſuch directions as he 


ſhould receive from hence; and inſtructions having been 
prepared ſor his behaviour, bonds were executed both by 


him and his ſureties, for his fidelity and due obſervance of 


the ſame. 


-Akout this time news arrived at London of the action at 


Falkirk, which made it neceſſary that his royal highneſs the 


duke ſhould again appear at the head of his majeſty's forces ; 


whereupon your committee, with a view further to animate 


and encourage the ſoldiers, immediately came to the follow- 
ing raloineion. 


That the further ſum of 50007. part of the ſabfcription- 
money already raiſed, ſhould be ſet apart, to be diſtributed 


in rewards amongſt ſuch private foldiers and non-com- 


miſhon'd 
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miſſion'd officers, whõ ſhould, by their bravery and courage,/ 
diſtinguiſh themſelves in ſuppreſſing the rebellion; and 
whoſe behaviour ſhould be repreſented, by the | morn 
officers, to merit the ſame. . 


It was nd at the ſame time, That 5007. part of the 
ooo l. intended to be diſtributed to ſuch ſoldiers who ſnould 
be maimed or wounded in ſuppreſſing the rebellion, ſhould 
be remitted to the commander in chief of his majeſty's 
forces in Scotland, for the relief of ſuch ſoldiers as were 
ſufferers in the action at Falkirk. | 


The duke n ſet out for Scotland the day after theſe 
reſolutions had been agreed to, they were tranſmitted to him 
by the lord-mayor, at the rr of the committee, in 
order that the ſoldiers might, carly as poſſible, be ap- 
prized of the rewards that would attend the performance of 
their duty: and his royal highneſs, by an anſwer from Perth, 
dated February 15, 1745, returned his thanks to the com- 
mittee, for thus offering what he was pleaſed to ſtile a liberal 
and beneficial method of encouragement ; but the committee 
being afterwards informed that the number of maimed and 
wounded at Falkirk had not been ſo great as at firſt repre- 
ſented, they remitted only the ſum of 300 J. which was 
_ diſtributed in the moſt uſeful manner amongſt ſuch of the 
poor ſufferers as were entitled to that relief. 


The ſtores and neceſſaries ſent to Scotland arrived at the 
army on the 26th of March, 1746; and your committee 
cannot but take notice of the great condeſcenſion of his royal 

Vor. II. K K highneſs 
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highneſs the duke, in the obliging manner of his aeknow- | 
ledging the reception of them by the following letter to my 


lord- mayor: : 


 * Aberdeen, March 26th, 1746. 
« My Lord Mayor, 
« As I have juſt received from Edinburgh the ſtores 15 


« the army, furniſhed by the liberality of the ſubſcribers, 
« T cannot help letting you know how ſeaſonable and ac- 


( ceptable this ſupply in the preſent bad condition of the 


« cloathing in general, from the extraordinary fatigues of 
« this winter's campaign; which the ſoldiers have gone 
through with the greateſt chearfulneſs and alacrity ima- 
ce ginable. They are informed to whom they ſtand indebted 


« for this relief; for wiych they are very thankful, and 


« will, I am ſure, by their behaviour ſhew themſelves not 
ce unworthy of it. For my own part, I deſire you will 
* accept my hearty thanks alſo, for the great pains you have 
taken in promoting this affair, as well by your example 
« as by your countenance ; and that you would aſſure of the 
« ſame all thoſe who have taken any part in it. Beſides the 
« real kindneſs to the poor men, there has appeared in the 
« whole direction of this buſineſs, ſuch marks of regard for 
te me, as I cannot forbear to take notice of, and of which I 


„ ſhall always retain a Juſt ſenſe. I hope you will believe I 


am ſincerely, 


_ «« Your very affectionate friend, 


„ WIiLLIAM. 


Theſe 
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'Theſe neceſſaries were immediately diſtributed nouns 
the ſoldiers, and received with all the marks of thanks and 
gratitude, and greatly facilitated their march from Aberdeen 
to Culloden field; where, on the 16th of April following, 
they gained that compleat and ever-memorable victory 

which put a happy period to the rebellion. 


Your committee having met upon this Joyful news, came 
to the following reſolutions, * That the lord- mayor ſhould 
write to his royal highneſs the duke to congratulate him on 
the ſucceſs of his majeſty's arms againſt the rebels, and to 
inform his royal highneſs that the committee deſired he 
would be pleaſed to apply the whole, or ſuch part of the 
5000 J. which had been appropriated for rewards as he ſhould 
think proper; and that they would either remit the ſame to 
Scotland, or order it to be paid here as his * N 

ſhould direct. 


And that the lord- mayor, at the fame time, ſhould ac- 
_ quaint his royal highneſs, that the ſum remaining unapplied 
of the 5000 J. appropriated for the relief of the maimed and 
wounded ſoldiers, was ready to be diſtributed according to 
the intention of that reſolution ; and that they defired his 
royal highneſs would be pleaſed to inform them, what part 
thereof might be neceflary to apply negra for thoſe 
purpoſes. 


The lord- mayor r tranſmitted a copy of theſe 


83 in the name of the committee, expreſſing 
„„ 4 & their 
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their joy and ſatisfaction upon fuch an event as happy to this 
nation as it was glorious to his royal highneſs; and for 
which they preſumed, from the concern which his royal 
highneſs had ſo conſtantly expreſſed on behalf of the private 
ſoldiers, that their paying a regard to them was the beſt 
compliment they could pay to himſelf. 


His royal highneſs was pleaſed ſoon after to return an 
anſwer to this; which the committee cannot forbear doing 
themſelves the honour of communicating to you as part of 


their 5 2 


Invernęſo, the 2 Iſt of May, 1746. 
cc My Lord Mayor, „ 


« am very much obliged to you and the committee for 
« your congratulations and kind wiffies, and feel the higheſt 
« ſatisfaction in the favourable reception my endeavours in 
e the king's ſervice met with. My good intentions will, I 
hope, preferve to me yours and their good opinion. 


I herewith ſend you a propoſed diſtribution of a part of 
** the 5000/7. intended by the committee as a reward for 
* the non-commiſfion'd officers and ſoldiers of this army, 
* the remainder of that ſum is propoſed to be diſtributed 
*in recompence of diſtinguiſhed acts of bravery, and of 
hurts received in the action, and amongſt ſuch of the 
% non-commiffion'd officers and ſoldiers as were ſent out 
upon parties, or were left ſick by the way. Theſe have 
« equally undergone the fatigues of the ſervice, and ſhewed 


the ſame good diſpoſitions to ſhare the danger of it; and 
«© Weère 
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e were only diſtinguiſhed from their companions by the 
common courſe of the ſervice, and accidents they were 
« all equally liable to. If this propoſed diſtribution is ap- 
e proved, I deſire you will direct the remittance of the 
money to Anthony Sawyer, Eſq; deputy pay-maſter of the 
85 king s forces at Edinburgb, and it ſhall be forthwith Re 


4 n execution. 


" Amongſt ſuch as have merited, I can't help having at- 
« tention to their particular wants, and this leads me to the 
« mention of the ſubaltern officers, upon whom this ſervice 
has been particularly hard, by the extraordinary wear and 
« conſumption of their apparel and neceſſary equipage. If 
therefore, any part of the remainder of the other five thou- 
“ ſand pounds could be applied to their relief, it would be 
« of great uſe; and, I am perſuaded, fully anſwer the. gene- 
& raus intentions of the ſubſcribers... 


I return you my hearty thanks for the obliging manner 
« in which you have gone through your part in this work, 
« and for the particular regard ſhewn to me in the whole 
«courſe of it. I am, 7 


« Your very affectionate friend, 


WILLIAM.” 


Upon this recommendation, your committee came to the 
following reſolutions. That the 5000 J. rewards, mention- 
ed in his royal highneſs's letter, be remitted to Sccrland for 


the uſes therein propoted ; and that 1000 J. part of the un- 
—— 
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appropriated monies, be remitted at the ſame time, to be ap- 
plied as his royal highneſs ſhould direct, amongſt the ſubal- 
tern officers; and that a draught ſhould be made on the 
chamberlain for 6000 J. payable to the lord mayor, to anſwer 
the before-mentioned purpoſes : with which reſolutions the 
lord mayor acquainted his royal — by the following 


letter. 


* 


” May it n Por royal highnefs, 


« Upon the receipt of your jetter from Sivan, I imme- 
* mediately communicated to the committee the manner in 
„which your royal highneſs deſigns to divide the rewards 
« amongſt the ſoldiers under your command, and I am to 
« return you our moſt fincere thanks for propoſing ſo juſt 
« and equitable a diftribution. The concern your royal 
* highneſs has, at the ſame time, been pleaſed to expreſs for 
« the ſubaltern officers, is another inſtance of that benevo- 
« lence which is ever inſeparable from true bravery : It is 
« therefore with pleaſure I am to acquaint you with the re- 
« ſolution of the committee, for the immediate remittance 
*« of 5000/7. for the former purpoſes; together with a fur- 
« ther ſum of 1000 J. for your royal highneſs to diſ- 
« poſe of amongſt the ſubaltern officers, in any manner you 


may think moſt proper. I have accordingly ſent to the = 


« bank of Scotland for their permiſſion for me to pay theſe 
« ſeveral ſums into the bank of England, upon their account, 
ſubject to an order for them to pay the ſame to Anthony 
Sawyer, Eſq; deputy-paymaſter of his majeſty's forces, ac- 
« cording to your royal highneſs's directions. Whatever 


& ſervices 
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« ſervices T have been able to perform, on this occaſion, I 
« conſider only as part of my duty to my king and country; 
and if I have given any ſatisfaction therein, I ſhall eſteem 
« it as the higheſt honour I can preſume to deſerve. I am, 


May it pleaſe your royal highneſs, 
« Your royal highneſs's 
* Moſt obliged, and 


Sn, 


« Moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| Goldſmith*s-Hall, 

June 35 1746. : : | | 
| 4 RICHARD HO ARE.“ 


The propoſed diſtribution of rewards, tranſmitted by the 
duke as above, after reſerving 1000 J. to be given away to ſe- 


2 


parate parties, and for diſtinguiſhed acts of bravery, was to 


apportion the remaining ſum of 4000 J. equally amongſt all 


the regiments engaged at Culloden; which his royal high- 

neſs, by another letter to the lord mayor, dated at Fort Au- 

guſtus, June 25th, 1746, was pleaſed to ſignify had been ac- 

cCordingly divided, and the ſoldiers informed to Whom they 
were obliged : for ſuch liberality. 


His royal highneſs the duke ſoon after returned to St. 


James's, leaving the right honourable the earl of Aibemarle 


commander in chief of his majeſty's forces in Scotland; and no 
more applications being made for any further diſtribution of 
the neceſſaries then in Scotland, the committee came to a re- 
ſolution to ſend them into Scotland for the uſe of the ſoldiers 
97 | TY who 
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| who were to remain there the ſucceeding winter, allowing a 
preference to the moſt infirm. And the lord mayor was de- 
| fired to give directions for that purpoſe, and to obtain a lift 
of the needy widows and orphans of the officers and ſoldiers 
killed at the battle of F alkirk and Culloden. 


Accordingly o one ; Houſind nine hundred and footy ſhirts, 
two hundred and eighteen pair of breeches, and ſeven hun- 
dred and twenty two pair of ſtockings, being the remainder 
of ſuch neceſſaries undiſpoſed of here, were ſhipped to Edin- 
burgh, and an account thereof was ſent to the earl of Albe- 
marle, who ſoon after acknowledged the ſame, expreſſing his 
thanks to the ſubſcribers, with aſſurance that they ſhould be 
diſpoſed of in ſuch manner as might beſt anſwer their inten- 
tions. And at the ſame time his lordſhip tranſmitted a liſt, 
as deſired, of the needy widows and orphans of the officers 
and ſoldiers, who had been killed at the battles of Falkirk 
and Culloden. 


The committee could not help extending this relief to the 
widows and orphans of thoſe who had loſt their lives in the 
defence of their country, as the only acknowledgment they 
could beſtow, in recompence for their paſt bravery ; and 
therefore ſpared no pains, as well by perſonal applications, as 
by letters and advertiſements in the public papers, to find out 
the proper objects to ſhare that part of your charity. 


Some other donations in money, and diſtributions of ſmall 
parcels of the neceſſaries, have at different times been made 
to ſuch objects as came properly recommended, either to be 


rel ieved 
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relieved or rewarded! which: beirig'of too minute iconfideras. 
tion to beiinferted in the body: of this: N are 8 in 
the ſubſequent general accounts. 


Tah. The committee, after Making gratified their ſecre- 
tary, clelks, meſſengers, and attendants, and examined the 
ſeveral bills, receipts, and vouchers, and paid all other con- 


tingent expences, have ſet down the particulars and ſum 


total of all their diſburſements, amounting to the ſum of 
15,57 J. 14 6. 1 U. w. ich being deducted from the ſum total 


of the ien chere — a a balance of 3 3521. 7 s. 8 d. 


At the ſame time aut the committee ſubmit this remain- 
ing balance to your diſpoſition , they take the liberty, in juſ- 
tice to the feveral hoſpitals f in and about this city, and to the 
general hoſpital at Bath, of recommending them as inſtan- 
ces every Way deſerving ſome ſhare of your liberality, and 
to. that purpoſe hope for your concurrence to allow the ſum 
of 1000 f. to St. Battholomew' s, the ſum of 10007. to St. The- 
mas's, and the ſum of 1000 J. to the Bath hoſpital; as alſo 


the further ſum of 5607, to be equally diſtributed between 


the in inrmaries of London, Weſtminſter, and Hyde Park Cor- 
ner, for the aſſiſtance which they have fo conſtantly and 
readily afforded to numbers of ſoldiers, who had been ſuf- 
ferers by the late rebellion; ; to whoſe relief a larger ſhare out 


of this contribution muſt otherwife have been applied: and 


your committee are the more induced to be thus liberal to the 
Bath hoſpital, not only on account of the peculiar efficacy 
of the waters of that place, in recovering maimed and 
wounded ſoldiers, but alſo with regard that his royal high- 

Vor. II. L 1 _ neſs 
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neſs the prince of Jet who-hag-heen pltaſed to honeur this 


| ſubſcription with his royal munificenice, OY and 
preſident of that charitable 8 1 
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This diſtribution being agreed to the remainipg 292 
of 521. 74. 8 d. will be expended in the neceſſary dae 
which will attend the cioling a, 1 the ene e I. 


In this manner K ohr ennie 8 that the 3 
fon of this ſubſcription, ſhould be agreeable to the deſign of 
its original inſtitution, ; ſince every calamity you; can remove, 
or every comfort you can beſtow, on behalf of the private 
ſoldiers, will be giving them ſo much new ſtrength and vi- 
gour to act in defence of our liberties, and ſupport of our 
conſtitution, benin beck i intereſt and duty, both public 
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your ns. "ps as to what has already been ex⸗ 
pended, if relief under ſickneſs, if ſupport under fatigue, if 
encouragement under dangers, are to be eſteemed. acts of 
humanity or beneficence, by how much ſtronger ties were 
we called upon to return ſuch. aſſiſtance to thoſe, who, un- 
der the greateſt hazards and difficulties, were protecting us 
in the enjoyment of every thing that was dear and valuable ? 
And your committee flatter themſelves, that the zeal Which 
was exerted on this occaſion, by the magiſtrates, merchants, 
and other inhabitants of this metropolis, contributed no leſs 
to diſpirit the enemy, than it did to animate our own forces, 
until they obtained that complete victory over the rebels, 


which ſo ph ne d the 5 le, hrs. and Werte 
of 
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N. B. The authur apprebendi, it avould he unneceſſary t 2 fowell | 
thi ſubjet with' the' other appendixes, which only. contain names 
and ſums; but- cannot help obſerving, in this place, that the 

afſoctation. ſubſcription,. entered into for the ſupport of publick 

credit, by taking bank bills. {an advantage and fingular bleſſing 
to the peace, and tran quillity, trade, and commerce of the city 
of London, as well as to the kingdom in general, at that pe- 
rilous and critical time, together with the ſeaſonable reſolutions, 
orders, ſupplies, and proviſions, as mentioned in the foregoing 
report were of ſuch importance and utility, that thoſe ſpirited 
and popular tranſactions ſtrucꝶ the pretender and his party with 
terror and aeſpair ; ſpreading at the ſame time ſuch a panick 
among them and their partizans, as not only intimidated others 

From taking off the maſt, but obliged him to ſerk his retreat to 

Scotland, with more preci pitation than he had advanced into 

England. The projector or projeFors, however, of thoſe uſeful 

ſehemes, whoever they were, cannot but be held by the city of 

London in grateful remembrance for fuch eminent ſervices. 

The like and 3 alle the der Platters himſelf have 
been effeually prevented by his diſcoveries and intelligence, as 
clearly appears in the foregoing work ; who cannot but obſerve, 

alſo, that the dangers he run in preſerving the papers above- 


mentioned, were greater than can be conceived 3 for the perſon 
whom 


1 be entraftet” 4 7b. a paper, ve Fete 
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reward ſhe expected, has off fince declared, that's 2 te Ya 
Enown their importance and conſequence, ſhe would have fold 
them to the miniſters of France with the author's life; and now 
greatly repents that ſhe did not betray him and thoſe papers 
into the hands of the French miniſters, bis enemies; | which 
would have finiſhed his ruin, and defeated his defionis of render= 
ing the above ſervices to his majeſty and th# nation; notwith= 


Handing the author's humanity bas been ſuch” as to aan f 
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